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PREFACE. 



LANGUAGE, being perpetually 
in ufe, is not eafily preferred from 
corruption^ Violent and grofs injuries, 
indeed, fuch as proceed from the attacks 
• of vulgar or provincial barbarifm, are 
readily perceived and repelled; but there 
are enemies which a£t again ft it more 
fecretly, and therefore more irrefiftibly. 
The arbitrary caprice of fafhion, and the 
fpirif of improvement mifdiredted, are 
daily making changes in the ftrudture 
and found of language ; which, though 
feparately inconfiderable, are after fome 
time important in the total amount : and 
as the celeftial figns had nearly changed 
their places before the flow but conftant 
motion of the equinoxes was detedted, 
fo a language may have departed con- 
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fidcrably from the fixed point of purity* 
and the harmony of its conftru&ion may 
be materially injured, before thofe mi- 
nute changes, which, afFed: only fingle 
words or fyllables, fhall have attracted 
the public obfervation. 

In an enlightened and improving age 
much, perhaps, is not to be apprehended 
fronji the inroads of mere caprice: at 
fuch a period it will generally be per- 
ceived that needlefs irregularity is the 
tvorft of all deformities; and that no- 
thing is fo truly elegant in language as 
the fimplicity of unviolated analogy. 
Rules will therefore be obferved, fo far 
is they are known and acknowledged ; 
but at the fame time the defire of im- 
provement having once been excited, will 
not remain ina&ive ; and its efforts, un- 
lefs afTifted by knowledge as much as 
they are prompted by zeal, will not un- 
frequently be found pernicious $ fo that 
the very perfons whofe intention it is to 
perfect the inftrument of reafon, will de- 
prave and diforder it Unknowingly. At 

fuch 
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fuch a time, then, it becomes peculiarly - 
Xieceflary that the analogy of language 
Should be fully examined and under- 
ftood ; that its rules fliould be carefully 
laid down ; and that it fhould be clearly * 
fhown how much it contains which, 
being already right, ftiould be defended 
from change and violation ; how much 
it has that demands amendment; and 
how much that, for fear of greater in- 
conveniences, muft perhaps be left unal- 
tered, though irregular,. 

So complete a view of the whole ana- 
logy of language, fo far as it exifts, apd 
.of its want of analogy, fo far as it is 
yet unremedied, muft be' the beft fecu- 
rity that can be provided againft cor- 
rupt or injudicious innovation* 

Happily for language, that part of 
it which is higheft in importance is 
the leaft liable to fuffer from the at- 
tempts of innovators. Its internal or 
grammatical ftru&ure, being founded on 
the folid principles of reafon, powerfully 
refifts depravation * Barbarifm alone can 
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delight in deviating from laws fo evi- 
dently juft as thofe of general grammar, 
or fo evidently neceffary as thofe of par- 
ticular grammars fuperadded to them: 
and this part of the Englifti language, 
as its dignity demands, has already been 
treated in fuch a manner as to make 
further attempts unneceffary. 

The external form of language, that 
part which refpedts the found and the 
power afligned to the letters, having been 
fixed originally by arbitrary affignment, 
may be changed in any manner with lefs 
apparent violence : yet changes, even of 
this kind, are attended with confiderable 
inconvenience. Every writer, or at leaft 
every good writer, in profe as well as 
verfe, accommodates his periods or his 
numbers to the pronunciation and ac- 
centuation which he confiders as eftah- 
lifhed. Other circumftances being equal, 
he conftantly prefers one word to others 
of the farjie or fimilar import, in con- 
fideration 1 of its form and found : if, 
then, the found be changed, his purpofeis 
in part defeated, and the harmony of his- 
xo com- 
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compofition injured. In every fpecies 
of Englifli verfe, of which the rhythm 
is wholly accentual, the tranfpofition of 
an accent will generally deftroy the mea- 
fure. In our rhymed verfes, if the pro- 
nunciation of the final words or lylla- 
bles be altered materially, the rhyme 
will ^be loft, and the couplets or ftanzas 
fo mutilated will difappoint the ear. 

Thus, by changes the moft trivial in 
appearance, may thofe writings gradually 
be disfigured, on the elegance as well 
as excellence of which depends no mean 
part of our national eftimation. It is 
therefore a matter of general concern, 
that we fhould, if poffible, protect our 
writers from the danger of fuch an in- 
jury. But even in the common ufe of 
language, it is difgufting to hear con- 
tinually the fame words differently pro- 
nounced in the mouths of different 
fpeakers ; and if at any time the proprie- 
ty of pronunciation be enquired, to be 
condemned to liften to an endlefs dif- 
pute maintained by the induction of 
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x PREFACE. 

clafling of the exceptions will prevent 
them from impeding the application of 
the rules. 

It is evident upon the flighted: ob- 
fervation that the language which we 
ipeak, though long experience has prov- 
ed it to be no mean inftrument in the 
hands of genius or of fqience, is much 
more perplexed than might be wifhed 
with wild and inconfiftent irregularities. 
Hence it is that foreigners acquire it with 
difficulty, and that few even among our- 
felves fpeak it with that degree of purity 
which may juftly be expected from thofe 
who are uttering their mother tongue* 
Its grammatical anomalies belong not, as 
has been faid, to the prefent undertak- 
ing, but if they are more numerous than 
they fhould be, it is certain that the irre- 
gularities which perplex the pronuncia- 
tion of it are ft ill more troublefome and 
difgraceful : this arifes from the very 
great imperfedtnefs of our literal nota- 
tion. What correfpondence there ought 
properly to be between the written form 

of 
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of a language and its vocal founds, may 
be fhown by a general con fi deration of 
the fubjedt of literal notation ; what 
deviation from thefe rules of propriety 
our language exhibits, a very flight in- 
fpe&ion of this Treatife will demon- 
ftrate. 

The purpofe of literal notation is to 
convey to the mind, by the agency of the 
eye, that which living fpeech communi- 
cates by means of the ear * : it is, as it 
has often been exprefled, to render founds 
vifible. As there is not any natural con- 
nection between forms and founds, this 
combination muft be originally the work 
of arbitrary affignment, and previoufly to 
any compact for this purpofe, any cha- 
jadter may ftand for any found. Yet even 
in arbitrary appointment, if we would 
avoid confufion, we muft fubmit to cer- 
tain rules : and to render a fyftem of 

* Hie enim ufus eft literarum ut cuftodiant voces, 
ct velut depofitum reddant legentibus. QuintiL In* 
fiiU Orator* 1. 3. 

-a 52.)'. 
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literal notation completely perfed, the 
following circumftances are required : 
I . That every articulate found-to be ex- 
preffed fhould have its own fixed and in- 
difputable reprefentative, 2. That a cha- 
racter appropriated to one found, fhould 
never be employed to reprefent another** 
The former of -thefe rules is calculated 
to prevent .a defective notation, the lat- 
ter a confufed one. By deviation from 
them it is that orthography becomes 
imperfect, and orthoepy in confequence 
doubtful • The ftridt obfervance of them 

* In ftridnefs, therefore, it is an imperfe&ion 
that the long and the fhort founds of the fame 
vowels fhould be reprefented by the fame mark : 
liowever nearly they may be allied, it is neceflary 
that they fihould be kept diftinft, as the confounding 
them is attended with confiderable inconvenience. 
Accordingly in the mofl: perfect language that is 
known (the Greek) an approach to the rigorous ob- 
^ fervance of this rule is made 5 but the contrary imper- 
feftion may well enough be tolerated in a language, 
jf -the rules for diftinguifliing the length of vowels by 
tbeir situation, that is, the rules of quantity, be 
fufficiently general and fimple# 

P ro * 
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would produce a perfect and unbroken 
analogy in the founds of a language * the 
Hegle6t occasions various and inconve- 
nient anomalies *. Perhaps a kngUagfe 
cannot eafily be found, in which thefe 
rules are tfiore negle&ed than they ate 
in Englifh ; for not only have we foutidt 
which have no diftindl and definite re- 
pfefentative, but are fometimes exprefTcS 
by one character, and fbmetirries by an- 
other "f-, but almoft every Ifttter in otir 

alphabet 

* Redundance might alfo be confidefed as a fault 
in literal notation $ but it is not attended with any in- 
convenience, *while it is kept within due bounds, ah3 
"thefe it will not often exceed, as men are not ufed to 
invent without occafi on. Thaty* and s Should fepre- 
fent the fame found, is not inconvenient ; but that t 
arid / fhbuld ever depart from their own powers to 
aflume that of s 9 is a grofs imperrectibri. The di£- 
'tin&ion of fmall and capital letters, repreferiting the 
fame founds, is fo far from being a faulty redundance, 
that it is almoft an indifpenfa*ble requifite. 

t As that found of a, generally called its open 
found, which is fometimes exprefled by the letter itfelf f 
as in chaff, dance, &c. (fee the Lilt, p. 4.) and fome- 
times by aui as in aunt, laugh, &c. (fee pp. 12. and 52.)', 

: ■ ,. Alfo 
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alphabet ferves occafionally to reprefent 
many founds, very different from that to 
which it is regularly appropriated : and 
if fingle letters thus vary in their ufe, 
the effedfrs of particular combinations of 
them are yet more perplexed by irregu- 
larities *. ' 

Various have been the caufes of this de- 
formity ; of which the chief are thefe, the 
introdudtion of foreign words (to which 
always at firft, and often for ever, the 
found of the original language adheres) 
and the prevailing ignorance of the ge- 

Alfo the found of the French foft g or j 9 for which 
we fometimes ufe g (p. 107.) and fometimes s (p. 
127.), both of them characters previoufly appro- 
priated to other founds. There are two diftinS 
founds of tb 9 but only one form to exprefs them. 
See page 131, &c. 

* I fhall give one inftance, perhaps the moft re- 
markable that can be found : — The combination 
-ough has nine different powers, as in 1. hiccough ; 
2. bough ; 3. dough; 4. cough; 5. lough; 6. tough; 
7. through ; 8. thorough ; 9. thought ; — pronounced 
like, I. up ; 2. ou ; 3. long ; 4. auf; 5. ock ; 6. uff\ 
7. 00 long; 8. ojhort; 9. au % 

neral 
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neral analogy -of our pronunciation. It 
is to be hoped that the former of thefe 
caufes will not greatly operate in future : 
our .language is undoubtedly rich enough 
to fub0ft fof . ever on its prefent ftores ; 
and the uniieceffary additions which af- 
fe<5feation mdywifti to force upon it, will 
probably be - rej e6ted by found j udg- 
irtent. But that the other caufe, unlefs 
vigoroufly oppofed, would continue for 
ever to vitiate -our elocution, may well 
be apprehended, fince we daily hear im- 
proper modes of pronouncing defended 
from partial confiderations, exceptions 
fupported as rules, and rules paft by 
as exceptions. 

To fo much of irregularity as is al- 
ready fixed inveterately, we muft fubmit 
with patience $ for innovation, even with 
a certainty of fome amendment, is gene- 
rally attended with inconvenience enough 
to render it ineligible. But there is not 
any reafon why we fhould not endeavour, 
as far as we are able, to preferve our 
fpeech from further depravations: and 

it 
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it defervcs a trial whether a work of this 
nature may not, With fome ecfnfiderabl? 
degree of fuccefs, be oppofed to fuch in-* 
novations as ttould proceed from igno- 
rance. If we can, with any approach to 
accuracy, exhibit the Whoje analogy of 
our pronunciation, . and the deviation* 
from it, we {hall it lea'ft rob error aad 
prejudice of th±ir beft arguments, and 
compel thole .who are determined to in- 
novate, to .do it with their eyes open* If 
it be objected that anomalies fo except 
trie as our pronunciation prefents can* 
ifiot eafily be made objedient to any rqlee, 
it muft be allowed that: fome effort ef 
the kind is therefore the more neceffary ; 
dnd that, nfcxf to the knowledge of gene- 
ral laws* it is ufefui to know in what in* 
fiances no law can be eftablifhed. 

Thi$ Wort naturally divides itfelf in 
the following manner :*— The Firfi Part 
contains a diftintt account of the pro- 
nunciation of every letter in our alpha- 
bet, whether fingly taken* or particularly 
combined* In every inftancc the regular 

9 found 



PREFACE. xvii 

found of each letter or combination is 
laid dowft in a general rule, and then 
every exception in the language is fub- 
joined in a methodical arrangement ; 
fo that every word which is not found 
in any lift of exceptions, mufl be con- 
fidered as ftriftly regular ; making allow- 
ance for cafual omiffions, which it is 
hoped will not be found numerous. 

The Second Part contains the rules for 
placing the accent, followed alfo by com- 
plete lifts, comprehending every exception. 
— And the Third Part contains the ge- 
neral rules of quantity, with the fame 
careful difplay of the exceptions. 

In drawing up the rules, a chief re- 
gard has always been paid to frequency 
of occurrence ; that being called regular 
which appears to be moft ufual, without 
any reference to other confiderations $ 
practical convenience being rather the 
objedt of this Work, than fpeculative 

acuteriefs of diftindlion *. 

The 

* Thus the found admitted as regularly belong- 
ing tQ the vowel «, is in ftri&nefs a compounded 

\y found, 
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The rules are as few in number as ap- 
peared to be poflible, in order that they 
may be the more eafily retained ; and as 
exceptions, when very general, become a 
kind of fecondary rules > and a frefli tax 
upon the memory, they have often been 
comprifed in alphabetical lifts, when they 
might, with very little attention, have 
been prefented in a more fcientific form. 

Such is the general defign and arrange- 
ment of this Treatife ; — a Fourth Part is 
added, containing matters not ftridtly be- 
longing to the fubjed:, but fuch as, hav- 
ing been collected, it feemed better to 
add than to fupprefs.— Laftly, Indexes 
are fubjoined, to enable the Reader to 
colled: with eafe the different remarks 
which may be made concerning each 
word. 

The whole Book, if it performs what its 
Compiler intends, will offer a clear and 

found, yoo ; — but that being the found moft generally 
given to it, and from which it is named, there was 
no doubt that convenience required it to be confider- 
jbA as regular. The fimple vowel found of u is ex- 
prefled in English by oo. 

intelligible 
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intelligible view of the externals of the 
Englifh language, as. they ftand at prefent : 
and, fliould it exift for any length of time, 
will be a monument of the pronuncia- 
tion which prevailed in England towards 
the end of the 18th century. Could we 
hope by fuch an effort to fix what we 
thus delineate, there might indeed be 
reafon to exult. The mutability of hu- 
man fpeech has been perceived and la- 
mented by every nation that has had a 
language worth improving, or one fo far 
improved as to deferve perpetuating. But 
the evil is perhaps too inherent in the . 
nature of language to be removed, entirely 
by any care ; and the fate which at- 
tended Ennius at Rome, and has fallen 
upon Chaucer and his contemporaries in 
England, may perhaps overtake our later 
poets alfo ; fo that thofe founds and that 
conftru&ion of words which delighted 
their own age, {hall become obfolete and 
intolerable to fome remote generation. 
But it is better that a defirable objed: 
fhould be attained imperfe&ly, than that 

it fhould be relinquifhed altogether in 

b 2 defpair. 
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defpair. We may perhaps retard what we 
cannot prevent $ and we may even pre- 
vent fome changes, though we cannot 
lay a prohibition upon all. 

There is indeed a point which it feems 
impoflible that we fliould pafs : we can- 
not expedt that any precaution fhould 
preferve the genuine founds of a lan- 
guage beyond the date of its exiftence 
as a living fpeech. Articulate founds 
can be formed by imitation alone, and de- 
fcribed only by fimilitude * ; and though 

we 

* This muft be understood with limitation. The 
founds of fome letters may, with tolerable exaflnefs, 
be afcertained by rules for the management of the 
organs of fpeech in pronouncing them. The con- 
fonants more readily admit of fuch defcription ; but 
the nice difcriminations of vowel founds, on which 
the principal harmony of language depends, will ge- 
nerally elude the efforts of the moft fubtile definer. 
Much, however, of this kind has been done by Dr % 
Wallis and others ; and a noble application of fuch 
principles has been made to the inftru&ion of per- 
fons naturally deaf. But we fpeak not here of what 
a careful teacher, by perfonal attendance and great 
and various efforts, can perform, but of what may be 
effe&ed by a written treatife only. In this cafe I 

contend 
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we who live together may agree in giving 
certain articulations to certain written 
forms, and from a few well-known and 
acknowledged founds can eafily defcribe 
the reft, yet we cannot by any means, 
give adequate inftru&ion to thofe who 
are no parties in the compact. But if 
our labours to regulate pronunciation are 
to laft no longer than our language fhall 
live, we can have no reafon to lament 
the fhortnefs of their appointed date- 
no language bids more fairly for longe- 

contend that fuch definitions have in them more ob- 
fcurity than utility, Thofe who doubt this may per- 
haps find it more difficult than they would expedi, to 
apply the following definitions to the letters for which 
they were defigned, without confulting the book from 
which they are taken. " In fummo gutture format 
tur^feu pojleriori lingua et palati parte •, aire moderate 
comprejfo, et quidem fi aperturd majori feu plena riflu 
fpiritus exeat , formatur, &c."— • — " Eodem loci, fed 
aperturd faucium medio cri, for mat ur" &c. " Ibi- 
dem etiam 9 fed minor i adhuc faucium aperturd 9 fona- 
tur" &c. Wallis, p. 6. and 7. Edit. Bowyer. — Many 
other definitions in the fame book, notwithftanding 
the acutenefs of the author, will be guefled at with 
equal difficulty. 

vity. 
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vity. Employed in the nobleft works 
of human genius, difFufed by coloniza- 
tion over a prodigious extent of terri- 
tory, where it flourifhes in purity and 
vigour, the Englifh language (could it be 
fecured from internal depravation) feems 
to defy the effedts of any thing lefs than 
a political convulfion as violent as thofe 
were which filenced for ever the fupe- 
rior melody of the Greek and Roman 
tongues. 

If this Work fhould be found in fome 
meafure imperfedt, the difficulty of it 
fhould be confidered. There is not per- 
haps any perfon who has not, in his own 
mode of pronunciation, fome deviations 
from general and even from better ufage, 
which have conftantly miffed correction 
by efcaping fufpicion. It would be 
highly arrogant in any author to fet up 
his own pronunciation as the invariable 
ftandard of perfection ; and yet to hunt 
opinions on every doubtful word, would 
be an endlefs labour, and fruitlefs as well 
as tedious, in a fubjedt which general 

confent, 
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confent, and not the opinion of any in- 
dividuals, mull finally decide. 

What then has the Author of this 
Treatife performed ? he has prefented to 
the Public the opinion of an individual* 
namely, his own, to be difcuffed, and 
controverted, if occafion be, at the plea- 
fure of his Readers. Should his rules 
in particular inftances be found erro- 
neous, it will yet be of ufe to have claf- 
fed the whole fubjedt in a manner which 
makes every inftance readily acceflible. 

One difadvantage a work of this na- 
ture muft inevitably encounter— not only 
every perfon has fome peculiarities in his 
pronunciation, but almoft every one is 
bigotted to thofe which he has adopted ; 
his ear, long accuftomed to certain founds, 
rejedts with impatience every deviation 
from them, and he condemns, without 
further confideration, in confequence of 
that momentary impreffion. Could this 
one evil be furmounted, the Compiler of 
thefe Elements would not, he trufts, have 
much to apprehend, 

io It 
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It is time, however, to put an end to 
this Preface, which apparent neceffity, 
and not the defirc of faying fomething 
at all events, has drawn out to its prefent 
length. 

The .vanity of an author would na- 
turally wifli to add a few words in vin- 
dication of the dignity of the undertak- 
ing; but as its utility has been already 
difcufled, any other apology becomes un- 
neceflary, fince it is always fufficient 
commendation to endeavour to be ufeful. 
Nor could it at any rate be difgraceful 
to have toiled in the fame mine with 
Ben Jonforiy Wallis* y and many others, 

whofe 

* The former wrote a grammar of the Englifh 
language, printed among his other works ; the latter 
is well known as the father of Englifh philology. 
In his preface to his grammar he thus vindicates 
his own undertaking : " Si quis autem, ex noftratibus 
prafertim, hoc totum quicquid eft operis penitus omitti 
poffe credat, neque rem magnam ejfe dicat vernaculam 
linguam caller e^ ejufque minutias obfervare : hoc folum 
regeroj multa esse, quje quamvis cognita 

NON MAGNAM MEREANTUR LAUDEM, EADEM 
TAMfiN IGNORATA, NON LEVE POSSUNT DEDE- 
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Whofe names might eafily be enumerated 
with fpecious oftentation. But the truth 
is, that the Author of thefe fheets, when 
he began his Work, had not afiy inten- 
tion of" beflowing upon it the labour in 
which it has fince involved him ; fo that 
the merit, whatever it be, of embarking 
in an arduous defign, does not of right 
belong to him< The firft outlines of it 
Were fketched with very different views, 
and intended to be merely fubfervient to 
the purpofes of private tuition ; but one 
ftcp brought on another, and the original 
draught is now fo filled up, fo overwhelm- 
ed by the acceffion of new matter, and fo 
defaced by new arrangement, that the 
traces of it are no longer difcernible. Had 
it been propofed at firft to perform what 
at length has gradually been done, the 
attempt would probably have been de- 
clined, as likely to occupy too much of 
that time which was due to very diffe- 

cus iMPRi^iERfi." Praef. p. xxx. Ed. Bowyer. 1765. 
—More to the fanfe effe& may be found, by thofe 
who wife to ftejc it, in $$uintil. Injl. Orat. I. 3. 

c rent 
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rent purfuits. The difficulties which 
arofe in the progrefs of the Work, might 
alfo have repreffed the ardour of the 
Author, had not other motives than 
thofe of ambition urged him to com<- 
plete it. Yet, even in an ambitious view, 
it may be fufficient for one without a 
name to be faid to have exerted himfelf 
on a fubjedt to which men of the moft 
acknowledged merit and genius occafion* 
ally have condefcended. 

The Author does not, in truth, affed; 
to be diflatisfied at what he has done; 
yet the contemplation of his Work would 
give him much greater fatisfadtion, coulcj 
he imagine it to be as much a worthy as 
it is a willing tribute to the genius of 
Britain ;•— could he hope that it would 
appear as much an honourable as it is an 
honeft token of his zealous regard and 
love for that language, which he is prou4 
to call his native tongue. 



N. B. The Edition of Shakfpeare here 
quoted throughout, is that of 
Johnfon and Steevens, publish- 
ed in 1778. 

The Edition of Wallis's Gram- 
mar here referred to, is that of 
Bowyer, publifhed in 1765. 
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Of the LETTERS: 

Andfirfi of the Vowels and Diph- 
thongs, . 



CHAP. 1. 



TH AT all intricacy and, over re- 
finement may be excluded from a 
work defigned for general ufe, no other 
diftin&ion of founds will here be at- 
tempted, than the letters themfelves fug- 
geft. Thofe will be confidered as Am- 
ple founds, which are reprefented by a 
fingle chara&er * and thofe as compound, 
for the reprefentation of which two or 
more letters are employed. In truth, we 
have in Engliih very few real diphthongs, 

B or 
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or compounded vowel founds ; our diph- 
thongs are ufed more frequently as fub* 
ftitutes, in particular fituations, for the 
long vowels, than as reprefentatives of 
founds not otherwife written. Dr. Wal- 
lis has excluded the Englifli long / (that 
found peculiar to our language which 
occurs in the word Jtrike, &c.) from the 
lift of fimple founds ; it is compounded* 
he fays, of the e feminine and the con- 
fbnant yi As I cannot form to myfelf 
the leaft idea of fuch a eompofition in 
it, and it feems to me a found altogether 
as fimple as that of a or e 9 I have rejedU 
ed the notion : and I have in general 
avoided fubtilties of this nature, finding 
from experience that they perplex rather 
than illuftrate the fubjedt. For the fame 
reafon the enquiry whether what is given 
as the fhort found of a vowel be in truth 
the abbreviation of its own long found* 
or be in ftri&nefs more allied to the 
found of fome other vowel, has been 
here entirely declined. Things are taken 
throughout as they are found in commori 
practice, and in the fimpleft form. 

Every 
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Every vowel has regularly two founds 

peculiar to itfelf, arid only two ; a fhor t 

and a long one* All other founds which 

they iriay occafionally affume, are to be 

confidered as irregular. In what cafes the 

long, and in what the ihort found muft 

be given to any vowel, will be afcer* 

tained by the rules of Quantity* 
« 

Of the Letter A. 

* • * 

The long found of this vowel, is that 
found in the words face* make, age, &c« 

It is the found given in Italian to the 
vowel e when long j in French to the i 
mafculine, or to the a before /, in paisi 

The fhort found of a occurs in bad, 
back, &c. and feems to be the fame in 
other languages as with us. 

One Or other of thefe founds muft al* 
Ways be given to it, except in wordf 
comprifed under the following heads. 

Irregular founds of K. 
§ i. Open A. 

A frequently has a found which by ma- 
ny Writers has been called its open founcL 

B 2 'It 
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It is ths found proper to that vowel in 
Italian, and frequently given to it in 
French, as in the termination -age, , and 
. in many other inftances. In the old or- 
thography of our language, it >was often 
repreiented by au ; as in daunce, graunt, 
&g. The following lift contains, I be- 
lieve, all the words in which this found 
of a occurs : Where a word contains 
more than one a, the open one is print- 
ed in a different character. 



Adagio 

advance 

advantage 
ah 

aha 

after 

aghzjl 

alabajter 

alas 

Alexander 

almond 

alms 



amen — admits 

the regular long 
a alfo. 

an/we 

ant 

ajk 

«fP 
afs 

Balm 

bajk 

bajket 

bajlard 



bath* 

blanch 

blafpbeme 

blaft 

bombaji 

branch 

brafs, 

bravado, and 

others of this 
termination, are 
notor more fre- 
quently fpoken 
with the regu- 
lar found of a. 



* To batbt has regular long a. 



Calf 



, *■ 



-Chap. I. 


Vowel 


's.- •.. 5 


Calf 


demand 


Ha 


calm 


difajler 


half 


cantzta, pro- 


- draff 


hafb 


nounced alfo 
regularly. 


drzma 


"Janty 


ctfcade 


Elajlic 


j a/per 


cajk 


enchant 


Lance 


4r 

cajket 


enhance 


lanch 


caji 


enfample 


lafi 


, cajile 


example 


lajl 


catholic 


Faji 


lath 


chqff 


father 


Mammz 


chaldron 


flajk-. 


• mafculine . 


chance 


France 


majk 


chandler 


Galhnt 


mafs 


chant 


gantlet 


majl 


clafp 


gape 


majler 


clafs 


g a /P 


majliff 


command 


ghaftly 


Najly 


complaifant 


glance 


Palm 


% contrajl (verb) glanders 


papa. 


countermand 


glafs 


paragraph 


courant 


graff 


pzfchal 


craft 


grant 


fafs, and its 


Dance 


graft 


compounds, but 
not its deriva- 


4*ftard 


grafs 


tives. 




• *3 


pafquin 
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pqfquin 



pajl 

pajlern 

pajior 

pajlure 

pajty* 

path 

pi/q/ier 

plane bed 

plant 

plajler 

plajltc 

poetajter 

prance 



pfalm 

qualm 
Raft 
rafter 
rafcat 
rath, not fo its 



fample 

feat A, fubf. t 

Jhaft , 

Jlander 

Jlant 

fomta, regular 
alio. 



derivative, m- faff* 



tier. 

* a fP 

remand 
repajl 

reprimand 
Salamander- 

fahe 



Tajk 
trance 

tranfit 

tranfatf, and 
all other word* 
compounded 
with franf. 



N. B. The compounds and deriva* 
tives of thefe words follow the found of 
the primitive, except where their devia- 
tion is here noted. 

A flight review of the above lift will 
fhew that this efFeft is chiefly produce4 

* Not fp pq/fe % &c. 

+ To fcathe regular long *• Both are nearly, if not 
quite obfolete. 

fey 
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by combinations of particular letters* 
The confonantsyi /, n, andyj appear to 
be principally concerned in it : and the 
words might, for the moft part, have 
been arranged from fuch confiderations ; 
thus, words in -^5, ajk> bajk, ca/k,flaJk M 
mdjk i words in -/}, a/s, brafs, daft, glaft, 
£cc. &c. But the whole number of word* 
is fo inconsiderable, that plaffificatioij 
feeme4 unnepefTary, 

i 
§ z. %be Broad A, 

The found which writers have ftylecj 
the broad found of *> is that which is 
properly jeprefented, in our language, 
by au or aw> as in author, law, &c* It is 
{he legitimate found of the long a in the 
French language; but I do not know 
that it is tP he met vitf* a t *U jn the 
Italian, 

It is found in all monofyllables endu- 
ing in -//, except Jball, which has the re- 
gular Abort found of a y in all words 
compounded with the word all, notwith- 
standing gne / is dropped, as albeit, al- 

B 4 mighty ^ 
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mighty 9 &c. and thofe comprifed in the 
following lift : 



Alder 

alderman 

almanac 

iltar 

alter 

appal 

Bald 

balk 

balfam 

baldrick 

Caldron 

calk 
chalk 

Eclat 

and the 

thefe. 



exalt 
Falchion 

falcon 

falter 

M< 

Halberd 

bait 

halter 

halfer 

Jackal 

Malt 

Palfy 
paltry 

palter 

compounds and 



Salt 
fcald 
jhalm 
fmalt 

fquadron .-- 
falk 

Talk 

Vafe, often : 
but I think 
affe&edly. 

Want 
water 
wrath 

derivatives of 



§ 3. A like O. 

W preceding a fhort a often gives it 
the found of the fhort 0. £>u 9 which 
involves a fimilar found to that of w 9 
produces the fame efFedt. One or two 
words admit the fame pronunciation 

in 
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in other circumftances. The following 
words, with their derivatives, &c. are 
all that I know of in which the a is 
thus pronounced. 

Award * quarto 

« 

Chap, or Reward 
chaps, (writ- Scallop, (for " 

ten alfo dwp.) gfcallop) 

Dwarf fquab 

yalapy (in fquabble 
both^ylla- #>Mrr 

%*//#, iomJi ua ^ der 
(peak ?«*//Yy, fquajh 
' and the other ,, zz 
words mark- Jobber 

cd^with afte- f wa ddk (com 

monly, though 'Zewtf** * 
Butler rhymes * qo) ar 
it to /addle) 



of hawk. See 
Romeo and Ju- 
liet, p. 60.) 

Wad, or 

wadding 

waddle 

wallet 

wallow 

wan 

wand 

wander 



riiks, with the 
found of a 
(hort, but I 
think affedled- 



* Quality 

* quantity 
quarantine 
quarrel 
quarry 
quart 

* qmndary 
quarter 



Jwallow 
fwamp 
fwan - 
fwarm 
fwarthy 
fwajh ■ 

'Tajfel (an or- 
nament ; not 
fo in taffel for 
fiercely a fpecies 



warble 

ward 

wardrobe 

warm 

warn 

warp 

warrant 

warren 

wart 



was 



I 
I 



u 
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was waft what 

wajb watch Tacht 

wajp foattle 

With their derivatives, §f<\ 

JV. B f In every lift the compound! 
and derivatives are meant to be included, 

If any perfoji fhould doubt that thefc 
words have the foqnd of q inftead of that 
which belongs to their own vowel* let 
him compare them with fimilar words 
in which a is actually employed ; thus^ 
jalap, trollop ; quarrel, fox rely fallow, fob 
low; warn, horny &c, 

§ 4, A Hke EJbort. 

The inftances of this are very few \ 
catch, gather, "January, jajmin, many ** 
radijh, thank ; and of thefe fome are dif* 
putable, or certainly confined to collo- 
quial ufe, as gather and thank. Jafmin is. 
often fpokeu* and even written jejfa- 

* The regular found pf q fhort is heard in its 
compound manifold* 

mint. 
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mine. The adverb (6an is often carelefsly 
fpok;en then. 

§ 5. A in final Syllables. 

In final fyllables, unaccented, the ra* 
pidity of pronunciation gives to this 
vowel/ as indeed tp the others alio, an 
pbfeure found, not clearly referable to 
^ny clafs of yowel founds ; yet fufficient- 
ly fo to be marked by a careful fpeaker, 
and perceived by aji accurate ear ; as in 
advantage, colloquial, balhd* collar,, regu- 
lar, diftance, farczft, &c. Before r the 
true found of a is leaft diftinguifliable ; 
and the found ufed refembles moil that 
pf fhort Up as if it were coUur, 6cc, 

§ 6. Refre/entatives of the frofer Sounds N 

of A, 

So far is our literal notation from the 
precifion required in the preface, that 
the powers of all our vowel marks 
are mutually interchanged. The found 
which ought to be peculiar to one 
yowel, is occafionally attributed to every 
pther, or to the moft diflimilar combina- 
tions 
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tions of vowels. Thefe vowels or com* 
binations, in fuch fituations, may be 
called the reprefentatives of the letter 
whofe found they thus aflume. 
Thus the fhort a is reprefented 
By e in clerk, yellow,* &c. See under 

*> p. 15. 

-«- ea in heart, hearth, &c. See under 

ea. 
•— ua in guard, &c. 
The long a is reprefented 
By e in there, 6cc. 

— A 1 in aid, ail, brain, &c. &c 

— au in gauge. 

•■*- ay in day, play, &c. 

— • ea in pear, great, &c, 

— - ei in feign, reign, vein % &c, 

— ey in convey, they, &c. 

§ 7. 'Reprefentatives of the improper 

Sounds of A. 

Open A is reprefented 
By au ift aunt, laugh, paunchy &c« 

Broad A. 

By A u in caufe, daub, laud, &c. 

By 
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By aw in draw, bawl, fawn , &c. 
and wherever thefe diphthongs are not 
irregularly % pronounced : for they are, 
as was obferved above, the proper repre- 
fentatives of this found. 

By awe in awe. 

— oa in broad, groat. 

— ou in bought, thought, &c. 

Even has fomething of this found in 
broth, froth, &c. 

For the complete collection of thefe 
inftances, fee the feveral vowels or diph- 
thongs here referred to, as directed above, 
under the two firft reprefentatives of 
fhort a. 






(f 
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CHAP, th 



§ !• Of the regular V/e of the Fbive/U, 



TH E long found of e is the fam« 
which is given to the / long in 
the languages of the continent; Ex. in 
the words equal, edift, &c* &c. 

The fhort found does not materially 
differ from the ufage of other languages* 
Ex. in the words bed, he//, &c* 

§ 2* Of 'the E final. 

The final e is ufually filent, except in 
a few monofyllables, as he, he,jhe, the, 
*we $ and in words or names derived from 
the Greek, as acme, epitome, Penelope* 
fyncope ; but fuch words are for the mofl 
part appropriated to particular fciences, as 
enallage, hypallage, hyperbole ^ fir ophe, apofi* 
trophe, bronchocek, hydrocele, &c# In the 
i one 
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one word rationale, from the Latin, the 
final e is fpoken ; but the word is hardly 
naturalized with lis. 

Anciently our final e had a found, ob- 
fcure indeed and evanefcent like that of 
the French e feminine, yet fufiiciently 
diftinguifliable to form a fyllable, and to 
be reckoned a conftituent part in the 
meafure of a verfe *• This power, which 

in 

• See the Eflay On the Verfification of Chaucer* 
in Mn Tyrwhitfs excellent edition of the Canter- 
bury Tales, vol. iv. The laft e of the French word 
penfe, is properly made by Shakfpeare a diftinft part 
of a foot : 

" And honi/oit qui mdly fenfe write." 

M. Wives ofW r . p. 362^ 

No Engliih word* that I recoiled, preferved this 
powpr of the e fo- long as commandanent. I myfelf 
have heard that word pronounced as a word of four 
fyllables, by perfons in low life* Shakfpeare had 
eccafionally employed it as fuch : 

c< Let his defervingSj and my love withal, 
" Be valued 'gainft your wife's commandement?* 

Vol. iii. p. 220. Merch. of Venice* 

Some traces of the pronunciation of the final e are 
to be found in Shakfpeare and his contemporaries, 

la 
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in the time of Chaucer appears to have 
been employed or negle&ed at pleafure> 
has long been wholly obfolete. From a 
prodigious number of words this letter 
has fince been dropped in the orthogra-* 
phy ; where it is ftill retained, it is for 
one of the purpofes following : 

1. To lengthen a preceding V6wel> 
which forms the fole diftinftion 
between hat and bate, bar and bare, 
man and mane ; and a prodigious 
number of other words. Of this 
ufe, and the reafon for it, more 
will be faid when we come to 
treat of Quantity. See Part III. 
Chap. iii. 

In Midfummer Nights Dream we have moones as a 
diflyllable, vol. iii. p. 24. In Fletcher's Faithful 
Shepherdefs, we find leaves, Jhapes, owne, and grief e, 
ufed in the fame manner ; moft of which inftances are 
noticed by the editors. — Mijies is alfo conjectured 
by them in one place (aft iii. fc. 8.) 5 but it makes 
fo bad a verfe, that I fhould rather read " all the 
#k/?j."~ Other inftances doubtleft might be found. 

2. To 
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2. To modify a preceding confonant 1 
• as for inftanfce/ 

5Tb /often c, as in ^/^, office, dance, 
; &c; which ■■-without-" 4 it would 

have the * found of peaky offik, 
- • dank> &c, 

^0 /often g,- in like riiahnfet i thus, 
■ to frig aftd* : to fnge, are diferi* 

minated: thus z\£o,Jwing and 

Jwinge, Jpring and /pringe, and 
: fome others. 
To form aH ob/cUre /yllabk with 1 *r 

r impure *; as in tf£/<?, rq^fe , /w- 

fr*, /wrr^ *f, &c. &c. 
Topreforve to (its own JharJ> found, 

which it lofes when it is a final 

letter, as in the words dtjpen/e, 

expanfe, &c* 

* # • 

* Thofe .who are not converfant in grammatical 
phrafes, fliould be told, that a letter is called pure 
When it is preceded by a vowel, and impure wherj. by 
a confonant. 

t Sortie words of this kind have formerly beea 
otherwife written ; zsju&er, theater, fepulcber, &c. 
and on the contrary chambre, numbre, vinegre, eagre, 
which are now written with er. So fays Wallis, at; 
«aft, p. 58. ' ' ' 

C to 
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To/often tb : thus bath is made to 
bathe, breath to breathe, &c. See 
under th. 

3. To point but an etymology ; as in 

belle, catf/e, guife, &c. 

4. To prevent unufual terminations, as 

that in v * or u ; as for inftance, in 
give, live, and in the very numerous 
/ pqlyfyllables in rive, where the 
/ effed of e final in lengthening the 
preceding vowel has long been loft; 
alfo in fue, blue, accrue, &c. and 
words terminated ia ve impure, as 
folve , fwerve, &c. 

Ip fome words the final js anfwers feve- 
ral ends at once, as in face, rage, &c. 
where it lengthens the a, foftens c or g, 
and marks the etymology. 

In the formative termination ed, the e 
has by degrees become almoft as entirely 
quiefcent as the e final. It is. however 

% * After v its original' ufe was to diftinguifh that 
letter from «, by placing it between two vowels ; 
but the characters which exprefs thefe founds being 
now different, that neceffity exifts no longer. See 

Wallis,p.6o. " ' - ■ ■' ' 

pronounced, 
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pronounced, when it follows d or /, as in 
added, faded, admitted, requited*, and after 
gg in thefe four words, ragged, cragged, 
dogged, rugged*, alfo in learned and winged 
fometimes. Very folemn reading, may be 
allowed, perhaps, to differ occafionally 
from the common ufage as to this matter, 
and to retain the found of -ed entire, in 
words where it ufually is fupprefTed. E 
is filent in arjinic. It is filent alfo in the 
termination -es, unlefs it be immediately 
preceded by a foft c, a foft g, or a foft 
ch ; or by s,Jh, or z, as in graces, changes, 
niches, cafes, pbrafes, ajhes, mazes. E is 
pronounced alfo in -es, in the final lylla- 
bles of the following words, derived from 
the Greek and Latin languages ; though 
in them it is preceded by other letters 
than thofe above enumerated : abort- 
gines, agonifies, antipodes ; arachnoides (and 
other technical terms in anatomy and 
medicine ending in -ides), caries, can- 
tharides, caryatides, congeries, manes * f 

* Not the plural of mam, but the poetical word 
which fignifies the remains oftht d$ad. 

C 2 millepedes ; 
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millepedes ; . pyrites (ahd other names of 
foffils ending in -//ar ) fanies, fatellites, 
fordes, forites, fuperficies ; add to thefe 
alkermes, derived from Arabic. 

N. B. In both thefe lifts the es is pro- 
nounced, but it is pronounced different- 
ly. In the former the e has the found of 
fhort /, as graciz, changiz, &c. See p. 

21. 

In the latter lift, the e has its own 
proper long found, as aborigines, &c. See 
Part IIL Chap. iv. 

■ • 

§ 3. Of the improper Sounds of E. 

Sometimes, but not Very frequently, 
this vowel takes the founds of other let- 
ters. It is pronounced 
like A long, in ere, there, where, and in 
t$te-a-tite, a French phrafe a- 
dopted by us, but not yet fully 
naturalized. It is fo pronounced 
in hyena very commonly, but I 
think imprdperly; as it is alfo 
. in demefne, where it ought to 
have its own long found. 
A fhort, in celfry (generally), in 

clerk, 
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clerk, msfh, ferjeant, terrier, yeU 

low* Errand and errant have this 

, - found alfo in common ufage, but 

, arc mpre becoming}y„pronounc- 

cd with the proper fhort found of 

, . , e * . Merchant formerly was, pro- 

.. jounced as if there. was an * in 

. the firft fyllable ; but it has now 

returned, withajl its derivatives, 

to the proper found of fhort E* 

Thbya^vdis alfo pronounced . 

like i fhort, in engine, commonly, but 

not elegantly ; always in Ehglifh, 

England,' pretty, yes, yejlerday, 

, fpermaceti, andialfo. in the ter«- 

mihations of words in which es 

r ' follows Tig, or cb foft| j or7i 

Jh, or z : thiis, \ graces, changes, 

phrafes,. &Q. are fpoken graciz,, 

cfiangiz, pbrafiz. See above, p. 

20. ■ 

v fhort, before r in*/ the fame fylla- 

ble *, as in deter, . refer* . unlefs 

r • ^. ■ the 

* It is remarkable that all our vowels* except /, 
and. many of our diphthongs, take the found of fhort 

C 3 ir, when 
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the r be doubled, as in errand, 
interrogate, ift which the proper 
found of fhort e is preferved. To 
err takes the found of ftiort u ; 
but every diflyllabic inflection of 
it> and all other words fimilarly 
derived have the regular found 
of fliort e, a^s erring, error, erro- 
neous, &c. 

§ 4. Reprefentdtives of the Vowel E. 

£ long is reprefented 
By a e in Cafar, &c, 

*, when they are followed by the letter r in the fame 
fyllable. A and » afliime it in final fyllables, but only 
when they are unaccented and obfcurely pronounced, 
as in regular, conqueror 5 fee pp." 1 1 & 34 ; for in bar 
and abhor 1 We have the proper found of thofe vowels. 
But e and 1 almoft always take die found of fhort u 
in this fituation, as in finger*, bird, &c. — Wallis 
would have the Latin words in the following pairs 
carefully diftinguifhed, by giving the proper fhort 
found to * before r in thofe that ftand firft : " iter, 
itur ; Or ter, turtur j cerdd 9 furdo ; tirnus, Turnus ; 
terris, turris ; refertum, furtum" &c. p. 67. 
but the influence of our vernacular ufage prevails, 
^hd his precept is obferved only in terris ^ where the 
double r would have the fame effed in Englifh. 

5 By 
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JJy A i in the fingle wohi j>Az//. See , 
Priftr's Hen. & Eih. where it is 
rhymed to feet. ~ ' 

^A x i6i «2»Mr»- deal, dreatn, 6cc. This 
'ottfiography has been confider- 

■■. ed as ohly-a t&fcfpofitibn of the 
"if fuMs meat Jiaving been mete, 
Site'.- Tfrti.'s Cant. Taks, iv. 99. 
1 iivcty frequently, as in deed, bleed \ 

-feed, &e; :i 

ti, as in idling, deceivk, &t/ " : 

&l> m enfeoff] pedpte. ; " " : 4 

1 in machine y marine, &c. r &ritf ' ifa 
many words derived from the 
continental languages, and never 
perfe&ly naturalized here, as 
vis-a-vis, &c. See p. 28. 

ie in brief, believe, niece, &c. 

oe in foetus, ceconomy, &c. 
The fhort e is reprefented 
By a in #«y, maty, &c. 

ea in breath, cleanfe, dead, &c. 

ei in heifer, leifure, nonpareil. 

eo in leopard, jeopardy. 

1 in r/tf/£, &c. 

ie in friend. 

C 4 By 
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E final is re^efented r:iv . : , 
fly ue, when v a preceil^g jewel is to 
. , bp lengthened,, and. yet. the hard- 

., : ■ flefs of a^prefprve4 t; as jn /%«*, 
..... ,. jvguei rogife, yaguzi. In words 
germinated, in r.que, lh» ue is not 
■ .,\a ; , to. tie confined iatfiis^ light, 
the u being inseparable from y. 
See the vowels and diphthongs, herein 
mentioned, as directed aboye under a n 
page 12. . 
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HE long i has \ jfaqrid peculiar to 
the Englifh pronunciation. * Ex. 
in abide, idle, &c— A frenchman who 
endeavours to imitate it, ufu^lly fubfti- 
tutes a found more refembling that which 
yrc give %q the diphthong at in our pro- 
rjunciatian of Greek and Latin, 

The fhort i is heard in bi% 9 * will* fin, 
&c, and is not fo peculiar to us$ for I 
find it. in the French words infinie, mo- 
^i#/£8$p.ahd in the Italian cittd v ter\glio t 
&c. Dr. Johnfon thinks th^t this found 
is not a contraction of the long /, but a 
found entirely different. This queftion, 

Z howev6j> 
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however, wc fhall not here difcufs. See 
page 2. 

i" is very feldom a final letter, and 
when it is £o f is fometimes pronounced 
long, and Fometimes fliort ; the rules for 
which will be found where we treat of 
quantity. §ee* Part III. Chap. iii. 

§ %t Of the irreguhr Sounds tf I. 

The i, like the other vowels, is not 
always cohftant to its oWn found : it af- 
fumes" the found Of * " ~- 

a Abort, jLh the one Word Sirrah. 
E flibrt ihgirt, riftfe\ ahd formerly ih j 
tijterri, miracle, Jpirit, which fife 
now perhaps mdf e frequently prb- 
. noUnced with the proper fliort found 

of I, 

e long : the prevalence of this im- 
proper found is chiefly owing' to 
the adoption of Words from French 
and Italian, as Will be feeri in the 
fttbjoined lift of words £o pro- 
nounced. See p. 28. 

u fhort : 



[-■■ 
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v ftjort : the letter r produces this 

effect upon an i r as upon an e 
immediately preceding it in the 

fame fyllable. Ex. bird, circle^ 
firm, virgin, &c. fo that it 'is* not 
eafy, in.thefe circumftanccs, to 
trace the orthography from thft 
found. Verging virgin, and vur* 
gin, ttould b& pronounced exa&lj 
alike *. There zte, however, ex* 
ceptfons ; mirrtr prefcrves the legi- 
timate found. Words compounded 
with in, changed to ir before aft* 
other r> hayfe the regular fottnd of 
the /, viz. irrational, irreconcikabk* 
and indeed all „ words beginning 
with irr % as irrigate, irritate, ir~ 
ruption. Sillabub is ufually fpoken 
with the found of fhort u. 



* It ieems that our anceftors diftir^guiflied thefe 
founds more correSQy. Bifhop Gardiner, in his firft 
letter -to Chefce, mentions -a witticifiti of Nicolas 
Rowley, a fellow Cantab, with him, to this effe& : 
" Let handfome girls be called virgins, plain ones 
^vurgins" 

Si piilchra eft, virgo, fin turpis, vurgo vocetur. 
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&ijt of Words in which rhas the Sound of 


• '. c ■ 

1 


the long e. 


. 


Amkergrh 


Equilibrium . 


police 


antique 


Fa/bine 


profile 


Ifycqfico 


f a *W e - .:■ 


Recitative 


bppibqfin 


W 


Sciatica 


fc«fl ... . 


Glacis 


ftrpig* 


Capivi 


Intrigue 


ftgnior 


Capuchin 


invalid 


. Tabourine 


c&price* 


Machine % 


terrine 

m 


chagrin , 


• magazine ' 


tontine 


cbevaux de 


marine ; ' 


Ultramarine 


-' frifr 


Palanquin 


* Vertigo. 



• _•. * 



critique pique * 

^ • - j • • \ . . 

^ Chtfia y when ufed for earthen ware, is 

• *. ■'■■■. * 

cbt;ruptty,fp6ken with this found j oblige 
ftill, I think, retains it, notwithftanding 
the profcription of that pronunciation by 
the late Lord Chefterfield. 
' From the word medicine the firft / is 

dropped in the pronunciation *f.—Kyind 

for 

' " * Yet Pope rhymes it to *7<*.— J N . . . 

f I of the Saxon genitive^ is ufually omitted in writ- 
ing, and the place marked with an apoftrophe ; it 

feems, 
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for kind is a monfter of pronunciation, 
heard only on our ftage. 

§ 3 . Of the Reprejentatives [ ofihe Vowel I, 

The i long is reprefented 

By ei in height, &c. y l(See ei). 

eye in eye. 

IE ih die, lie, &c. "..-.' > 

01 joint, boil, &c. (but fee oi)# 

ui in guide, &c. ' . " 
The fhort i is represented : 
By IE in Jieve. 

I a in marriage, carriage. 

ui in build, circuit, guilt. 

fecms, however, that it ought to be inferted, when* 
ever a diftinft fyllable is formed by the addition of 
it, as afteir ch (oft, f,Jb, x\ other wife an apoftrophe 
acquires the power of a vowel, inftead of marking 
the abfence of one* After ce the mute e is made 
vocal, and the i omitted, as chance's power, vice's 
, influence i but thefe genitives are better made by cf. 
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CHAP. IV. 



Of the Vowel O. 

| I . Of the f roper Sounds of O . 

TH E founds, of this vowel are the 
fame in moft languages. Of the 
long found we have examples in abode, 
note, potent, &c t ; of the fhort found, 
in not, potter, rob, &c. ; nor do I recpl- 
ledfc any particulars refpe&ing the regular 
ufe of it which deferve obfervation, 

§ 2. Of the improper Sounds of the Vowel O. 

O fome times takes a found refbmbling 
that 

Of au, or the broad a : this chiefly 

happens before the letters f*Jp*fs> 

ft, or /£.— Ex. off, doff, feoff, offer, 

and all words that begin with off- ; 

aloft, coffee, proffer, profit, prophet, 

often, 
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often t Joft, bft--hojpital, projpeff, 
proJper, — lofs, crojs, tofs,~froft, 
lofi* t°ft> coft,— broth, cloth, froth, 
moth : though thi§ found is very 
like that of the Abort 0, it is yet 
diftinguifhable from it; mojs and 
drofs are not the fame as croji and 
lofs. 

Solder has alfo this found. f 

It takes alfo the found 
Of e fhort, in chorifter, ufually fpoken 
querifter in familiar ufe. 

1 fhort, in women. 

io in modillon, in compliance with 
the French manner of pronounc- 
ing o after double l ; but it is 
written alfo modillion. 

00 long * in lofe, move, prove, ap- 
prove, gold'f, do, gamboge, ado, 
Rome, poltron, ponton (if fo fpelt) 

* N. B. The reduplication oo has its proper long 
and fhort founds, as mjchool and book* See oo in the 
lift of diphthongs. 

t Often pfonounced vritb * long in folemn read- 
ing, and fo rhymed generajjy,. See Dryd. Ann. Mi- 
Tub* ftanz. 293—297. 

Ronton 
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fponton for" ejponton, tomb, who, 
womb*. 
Of oo fhort in bojom*, wolf, woman. 
u fhort, very frequently ; as the 
following lift will fhow. 

Lift of Words in which o has the Sound 

of the fhort V. 



Above 

affront 

among 

attorney 

Bomb 

bombard 

(of Sack, 
Sbakfp.) 

borage 
borough 
brother 
Colour 



come 

comely 

comfit 

comfort 

company 

compafs 

comrade 

combat 

conduit 

coney 

conjure 

conjiable 



covenant 

cover 

covert 

covet 

covey 

cozen 

Difcomfit 

done, doth % doft 

dove 

dozen 

dromedary 

Front -f 



* Dome is fometimes improperly fpoken with the 
found of oo long, like doom ;, and 1 fufpeft that Pope * 
pronounced it fo, for he has rhymed it to Rome*— 
EJfay on Criticifm^ L 248 : and in the fame poem has 
rhymed doom to Ronie, 1. 685 : yet he did not deny 
bimfelf the privilege of rhyming it, w&n convenient, 
to home. See ///W, v. 245, 

t In this word the is fometimes regularly pro- 
nounced. 

Glove 



dhap.'iv. 

Glove 

govern 

Honey 

Love : 

Monday 

money 

mongrel 

monk 

monkey 

month 

mother 

None 

nothing 

» « ■, 

One 

onion 
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othet '' foyer eign 

oven Jponge 

Plover Jlomach 

pomegranate Thorough 

pommel ton* 

pother . . tongue 
Komage, written Word 

Mo Rummage ^^ 



t 



Shove 

Jhovel 

Jloven 

/mother 

fome 

fomerfet 

fon 



world 

worm 

worry 

worfe 

worjhip 

wort 

worth. 



, Alfo in the terminations -om 9 -on, -or, 
when unaccented; in the adjunct -fome $ 
and the word -monger, now become an 
adjundt alfo. Accomplice and accompli/h are 
fometimes fo pronounced, but I imagine 
not correctly. 

In poetry a is frequently fuppreffed, 
where ring has been added to the ter- 

* In the fenfe of a weight or meafure, more pro- 
perly, fpe^t tun. 

D mination 
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initiation -on, as in beckoning, reckoning, 
&c. 

What beck'ning ghoft, &c. 

Pope'x Elegy on an unf. Lad}. 

O has, very anomaloufly, the found of 
cuin accompt, when it is fo written } but 
account is much more common, and 
ought entirely to prevail. 

§ 3. Reprefentatives of the Vowel O. 

O long is reprefented fQmetimes 
By au, as m hautboy. 
eau, zsbeau. 

ew in Jew, flrew, &c. See p. 63. 
oa very frequently, as in coat, boat, 

t 'foal, &c. 

oe in doe, foe, &c. 

00 in door, floor, &c. 
ou in courfe, court, mourn, &c. 
ow in bowl, flow, &c. 
O fhort is reprefented 
By a in award, dwarf, &c. See p. 9. 
ao in extraordinary. 
au in cauliflower i laurel. 
eo in geography, georgic* &c. 
oa in oatmeal, . 

• . — v. , ... 

u in puppet. 
f CHAP; 
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CHAP. V. 



Of the Vowel U. 
§ 1 . Of the regular Powers of U. 

THE regular long found of u is 
found in the words ufe> humour, 
mutable *, &c. &c. 

The fhort u has an obfcurer found. 
Ex. in but, number 9 ultimate , &c. I do 
not know that either of thefe founds are 

* This found certainly is a compounded one j it is 
the very fame as is alfo exprefled by die combination 
of three letters in die words you and yew. Yet that 
this is the regular long found of u with us is evi- 
dent, by the manner in which we pronounce the 
vowel when we mean to name it alone, v. Dr. Wal* 
lis fays that this found is compounded of i andtp$« 
but fine?, in Englifh, the proper reprefentative of the 
fimple found of * is the reduplication or felfe diphthong 
00, 1 fhould rather fey that it is compounded of y 
and #♦ 

Da to 
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to be found in the French pronunciation; 
in the Italian, I believe, the diphthong 
iu approaches the moft to our long u. 

U is with us, as in other languages, the . 
infeparable follower of q, in which fitua- 
tion it feems to have thtf power of w ; 
how much of that efFedfc is owing to the 
preceding confonant, is not eafily deter- 
mined ; as that confonant' is never found 
in any other circumftances. In French, 
where q is fometimes final, the effedjt of 
Jz alone is given to it ; nor does it, in 
that language, affume any other found, 
even when u is with it. In Italian, qu 
are founded as they are with us. 

U is found quiefcent between g and e % 
In which ftate it feems to anfwer no 
ether end than that of hardening thepre^- 
ceding g ; as has been before obferved in 
fpeaking of the final e, page 24. 
, ' It is unnecefiary to fpeak of u as being 
occafionally a confonant, fince u and v, 
which were formerly one letter, have 
now a name and form diftindt from each 
other : the fame may be faid of 1 )tnd j. 
It is furprifin^' that they are ftill con^ 

founded 
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founded in the arrangement of dictiona- 
ries : a cuftom defended, indeed/ by long 
prefcription 5 but, being attended with 
confiderable inconvenience, furely more 
honoured in the breach than she obfervance. 
It has, howeyer, the fandtiofc 6f great 
authorities* 



* 1 



§ 2. Irregular Sdunds of XJ\ 

. '.•■■■ 

This vowel, like the reft, takes occa* 
fionally founds which do not; properly 
belong to it.v * I-'* > > !•:'• </ 

It is pronounced like 
e fliort, in.bury, buriafc . ; 
1 fliort, in bufy, lettuce. 
o fliort, in puppet; perhaps' corruptly. 
00 long, wherever it is long after the 
letter r, as in abjlrufe, truth , rude $ 
and generally when long after /, as 
plume ,plural r lucid \ lunar, &c. ; alfo 
in the words June, fur e. J 
00 fliort, in a few words,' befdi-e //, as 
bull (not fc \ bullion), bully, bullet 9 
full, pull, pullet, pulley ; and a few 
before Jh, as bufh, bujhef, cu/hion, 

D 3 pujhi 
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pujh ; alfo bulwark, butcher \ cuckoo* 
huffar, huzza, pudding, pulpit, pup, 
put (better pronounced regularly* 
as in but y in the cant phrafe, a 
country put, it is always regular), 
fugar. It is pronounced like : 
w, before another vowel in the fame 
fyllable, as in perfuade, dijfuade, of* 
juctude, defuetude, /anguine, &c. 
U commonly is dropped in the pro- 
nunciation of the word buoy $ but it 
would be better to pronounce it, to dif-t 
tinguifh the word from boy. 

§3. Reprefentatives of U '. 

U long is reprefented 
By eau in beauty. 

jbu In feud, deuce, &c. 

ew in few, flew, &c. 

ieu in the adopted* French word 

adieu -, iew, view* 
eo vafeod, &c. 
ue in cue, due, &c. 
tn in fuit, purfuit/, &c. ; and it is 
remarkable that all thefe repre- 
5 fentatives 



t 
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fentatives of the long u, take, as 
well as that vowel itfelf, the 
found of cq after /or r. Ex. 
rheum, pleurify,Jlew, drew, clue, 
accrue* fruit, &cc. 
The fhort u is represented 
: ByA inr final fy llables unaccented, be- 
fore r. See p. if. r 
j^t when followed by r in the foate 
.■,otfc > fyllable. 

ea in £*£*/, ^r/, &c« f 

so in jthr termination -eon* 

o frequently ; fie the. iaftancc* 

above, p. 32 and 33.* 
oe in. does. , 

06 in bloodijkvd, &c. . 

ou in country, couple, trouble,. &c. 
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Y' as a votvel, is merely arrfutftitutc 
j for i : its long found/,jts in fly* 
defy> and its fhoif t foutidlin c$nic % fyramid> 
fynod, are exa&ly the 'fthife as( ithofe* of 
that vowel 4 and in general all .the frules 
laid down for the pronunciations of the 
one, are applicable to that of the other. 
It is the cufiom tQwryt^y iriftead of /, 
when it is the laft letter of . a werd : but 
if another fyUable beaded, the i refumes 
its pla£e;;tfs defy* defiance 9 refy, reliance \ 
except the fyllable added begins with i * : 
thus we write defying and relying. For- 
merly fuch words were written as fre- 
quently with ie: thus, defie, relie $ jujlifie. 
Tis very rapidly andobfcurely founded, 

• The rules for thefe changes do not properly be- > 
long to this work, but to a grammar. Something, 
however, more full upon the fubjed may be found in 
Part IV. Ch. iii. under the words fitly znd/binefs. 

• 5 and 
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a&d fettiething like e fhort, when unac- 
cented in the termination of apolyfyllable* 
as immediately. This letter does not often 
appear&s^a vowel, in any other inftances 
befidesithofe above-mentioned; except in 
words derived 'froiA Greek, as Jympbony t 
Jynagbguej &d . In th^-ene word panegyric, 
y haSufually thfe fotiild of the.ftiort e. - : 
* Stfrtte have cbnfidered y as a r vowel, 
«?eiv Whfen k is an initial letter j ahdy 
indeed, itt all Actuations. Dr. -Johhfon 
(fys, iritis Di&ionary (at the letter V) t 
€t Y, at the beginning of words, is com- 
" morily taken, thoiigh I think errofic6ufly t 
"for a cbnfonant/-^ r Ben. Jon fori T alfo 
was of this opinion ; and ftys, we might 
write ioulkj ies, ioke, ionider, iahd, /V/i/as 
well as youth, yes, yoke, &c. but that 4 * we 
choofe y for diftin&ion -&ke *."■ This 
remark, indeed, is true j but I fhoiild ra- 
ther fay thflt i, as well as y, affumes the 
power of a confonant, when united by 
rapidity of pronuhciation to another 
vowel that fpllows it : thus filial, when 

* Englijb Grammar, Chap, iii.— See his works, 
vol. Vii. p. 221.- 

made 
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made adiffyllable, according to the ulage 
of poetry > founds ^Ay*?/ ; abreviote* ai>~ 
brro-yatt i and even e is capable 6f taking 
the feme power, as erroneous, erroneous* 
&g,*. Certainly, if this be a vocal found, 
it is a. found very, different from thofe 
which properly belong to thefe vowels. 
It might perhaps ferve as an argument to 
confkjn my opinion, that the name by 
which we fpeafc of this letter, is a com- 
pounded found like the names of our 
oonibnaats, not a fimple one like thofe 
of the vowels : but in that name it is 
ftrangcly joined with the w $ for which I 
icannot account ; for we call it wi. 

W and y are, however, fimikr in this 
refped, that they have given occafioft to 
fimiiar difputes. W has been reckoned 
a^rowel alfo % and fo far indeed it is one, 
that, it ftaftds in the place of u in the 
fcflmatiori of fevefal diphthongs : but its 
power, as an initial letter in a word or fyl- 
lafcle, appears to me to be purely that of a 
consonant. Dr. Johnfon {peaks of both 
thefe letters together thus : " The chief 

• Sec p. $6, 61, 65* 

argument 



argnmcat hf which « arid y appear f o be 
always vowels, is* thdt (the founds, which 
they arc BxppoicA - to have, as odafo*. 
nants:, cannot be uttered after a Vow*!* 
Jike that of aE otfatr .ftrnfonaot* : thus 
we ify, /fc, a** d$f>$ddf\sato iti wedy Jeic $ 
the two fcantk cfiw ha^rc da refrm^lance 
ta each; other;' ' (GraritoWtt pcefhdeil to 
JDd6fiottaty)u4-I i&knfeforl do not jfoei tht 
full'ftr<£d ofrthk^afguinefli * but It cttfr* 
fideratk>n\gf a cdfitfei^tJfld Vety ftfoag* 

ly confirms me in my notitftt trf? thifwat* 
ter, namely, that thefe pretended vowel 
founds cannot be uttered at all without 
the affiftance of fome vowel. Dwell is a 
word, but dwll cannot be pronounced ; 
fo alfo cyn,fym 9 fyllables which do occur, 
muft be given up as not to be fpoken, 
unlefs we give to t\izy in them the found 
of /, or fome found of a different nature 
from that which it has. in youth, &c* 
The effeft of w is heard diftindtly enough 

* It muft be owned on the other hand, that jjps 
found is very nearly allied to a vowel found, fincc 
feveral vowels take it when rapidly pronounced, as 
was before #bferved.— See alfo page 65, note. 

in 
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in the ufe of the letter q ? but, without 
fome other viowel lyfides the attendant u 
(which feems there to have the power 
of «;), nothing vocal w6uld be formed : 
qurt y : qwt, qulity, &c. are words which 
no one will attempt to utter -, fo that qu 
may perhaps be properly confidercd as a 
double confonant. We may add a fur- 
ther argument from Dr. Johnfon him- 
felf } that w and j, as confonants, follow 
a vowel without any hiatus, *%frofiy witt- 
ier, rojy.ywtb. 
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Of Diphthongs. 

A Diphthong, ftri&ly defined, is an 
union of two vowels, proddcing a 
vocal found compounded of the power 
of both vowels, and different from that 
which either has feparately, or from that 
which belongs to any other vowel. Of 
this kind our language affords but few, 
namely, au y aw, oi, ou, ow, cy : and thefb 
fix produce but three different founds; 
for au axld aw are founded alike, fo alfo 
are at -2nd oy, ou and ow. But it is yet 
more ftrange, that even thefe frequently 
lofe their proper founds, to aflume thofe 
of fingle vowels* One diphthong, which 
we feem once to have had, is now en- 
tirely loft to us in ufe, and remains.only 
in appearance. This is at of ay; of which 

the 
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the proper found does not exift among 
us, except in the monofyllable aye. This 
is the more to be lamented, as it is a rich 
and mafculine found, which could not 
fail to give ftrength and energy to our 
language ; as appears from the effed: it 
has in thofe languages, in the pronun- 
ciation of which we do retain it ; as the 
Latin, where we fay grains, aiunt, Mai a, 
&c. with the full found of 4/, not with 
the flender found of our long a ; and (till 
more in the Greek, where it occurs per- 
petually. I haive fometimes heard the 
proper name Ifaiab fo pronounced, and 
I think with excellent effed, as it occurs 
qhicfly in very folemn reading. There is 
fome reafon tp think that this found 
was once more prevalent ; for in fome 
provincial diale&s it is ftill p refer ved. 
I have met with ruftics who pronounced 
fail, tail, remain, &c. with as full a found 
as we fhould give to Greek words, in 
which the fame combination of letters 
appeared. Oi alfo has been in danger 
apiong us, but feems now to be recover- 
ing its credit. . 
.z .. ' Dr. 
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Dr. Johnfon defines a diphthong more 
loofely, " It is," fays he, €t a coalition 
of two vowels to form one found, as vam 9 
leaf, Ctpfar" For the fake of conveni- 
ence I foall confider diphthongs ftiU 
more generally $ and include in the fol- 
lowing lift, which is arranged in alpha- 
betical order, not only thefe, but fuch 
reduplications of the fame vowel as form 
on* found * and even the few combina- 
tions of three vowels, which are in ufe 
«H»Q»g us> properly palled Triphthongs* 

§ 1. Of AE. 

The found of this diphthong is that 
of the Jong e. It has a character pe- 
culiar to itfelf, compounded of a and £ ; 
thusv & or «. it is very common in two 
languages, from which a very confidefable 
part of our language is derived, the Sax- 
on and the Latin. But it is now fd far 
difufed in Englifli, that it can hardly he 
faid to belong to us. The letter e is fub- 
flitutcd for it in words derived from the 
Saxon, and even in thofe from the Latin, 

which 
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which Ire thoroughly incorporated with 
our language *. It is chiefly ufed in 
proper names, and words connedted with 
fcience ; as Cafar, paan, atbiops mine- 
ral, &c. In words derived from Greek 
it is fubftituted for the** of that language, 
according to the Roman pradtice of deri*. 
vation ; and in thefe alfo, being moftly 
fcientifical words, it is ufually retained : 
as in ampbifbana, anacephalceofis > apba* 
refis, cegilops, ozcena ; alfo in the adopted 
Latin words, cornucopia % exuvia, aqua 
vita, minutia,firia. It is feldom pro- 
nounced irregularly : the following in- 
ftances are all I can.recolledt : 

AE found like long a> in Michael. 
Milton has fometimes diflblved 
the diphthong into a and_ *. See 
Par. Lojl, L -294. VL 202, fee. 

Like £ fhort, in Michaelmas and dadal. 

A and e meet, without coalefcing, in 
aerial. ',.... 

* See Dr. Johnfon, 10 hi* fii&aftary, uaifer jizr 






§2. 
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§ 2* Of At. 

AI very frequently occurs. Its regu- 
lar found * is that of the long A. Ex. 
aim, vhain> fail* maid, Sec. 
It is pronounced 
Like a fhort, in plaid, raillery, battailous ; 
and fometimes in plait. 
A open, in plaijler. 
e long, commonly in raifin, plait. 

See p k 43. 
£ fhort, in /aid, again *f,dgainfi. 
1 in aile of a church. 

In 

* As this Work is meant for common life* I have 
tailed that the regular found of every diphthong 
which is the mod: frequent, not that which moil: 
properly arifes from the union of its conftituent 
vowels : and in every word not noted in this book 
Sis an exception, every diphthong muft be confidered 
as having the found here fet down as regularly be- 
longing to it* 

+ Again is indifferently pronounced tfith this, or 
with ttie regular found. This may be feen by the 
words to which it is rhymed. Dryden thymes it to 
remain, in his Epiftle to Sir Robert Howard, line 13 ; 
and to pen, in the 50th line of the fame poem. In his 

E Epiftle 
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In final unaccented fyllables, it is often 
pronounced fo obfcurely as hardly to be 
diftinguifhable from the fhort /; as in 
mountain, fountain, villain, &c. 

In a few words thefe vowels remain 
fcparate; as in juddize, mofdic, algebraic, 
prof die, laity. 

§ 3- AO. 

This combination of vowels is fo fel- 
dom met with, that its regular found is 
not eafily afcertained. It is pronounced 
like the long a in gaol, which is fre- 
quently written as it is fpoken, jail: in 
extraordinary it is ufually fhortened by 
colloquial inaccuracy into one found *, 

which 

Epiftle to his kin&ian John Dryden, we have it fpelt 
agin, and rhymed to green : this, however, muft 
have been always an incorrect rhyme. Pope alfo 
rhynies it to plain, Iliad, b. v. 1. 269 ; and to pain, 
lb. 1. 1053 : but fpells it agen, and rhymes it to men, 
tlfewhere ; as in Moral EJfay III. 1. 14. 

* The fyllable di, alfo, ufually is dropped in the 
pronunciation > but Shakfpeare has ufed the word 

with 
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which is that of o fhort. Sab booth is 
ufed, in the hymn called Te Deum, and 
is Ufually confounded in pronunciation 
with fabbath, from which it effentially 
differs ii> fenfe. God of Sabbaoth means 
God df Hofts : fabbath fignifies reft. 

In aorta and adrift thefe -vowels do not 
coalefce. 

§ 4. AU. 

The proper found of this diphthong 
is the iame as that which we have .called 
the broad found -of a ; as in all, talk, 
&c. Of this found au is the proper 
reprefentative, except in final fyllables, 
where a w is fubftituted for it : tx. aught, 
author, ajfault, &c. 

It occafionally affumes other founds ; 
as that 

Of a long, in gauge. 

A ihort, in the common pronun? 
ciation oifaufage. 

with a diftin£ pronunciation of a> c> and' of every 
lyllable* • 

— — :" feen, but with fuch eyes, 
. cc As lick, and blunted with community, 
f* Afford no extraordinary, gaze. 

Part ift o/Hin. IV. p* 364. 

E z Of 
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Of A open, in ajkaunt, avaunt, aunt* 

daunt> draught *, draughts (the 

game), flaunt* gaunt , gauntlet, 

haunch, haunt, jaundice, jaunt, 

I laugh, launch, laundry, maunder, 

maundy, paunch, faunter, ft auncb 9 
/• vaunt. 

/ ; o long, in hautboy. 

o fhort, in cauliflower, laurel. 
In proper names, derived from Greek, 
ending in -laus, thefe vowels are fpokea 
feparately, as Archelaus. 

§ .5. A W 

Sounds as Au, whofe fubftitute it is in 
terminations, as in draw, law, bajhaw. It 
remains in the derivatives of fuch words* 
as in drawer, drawing, lawyer, &c. Some- 
times it is followed by a fingle confon- 
ant ; as d in bawd', I in awl, bawl, crawl, 
drawl 1 &c. m in Jhawm; n in dawn, brawn, 
fawn, &c. 

It is found in a penult in awkward^ 
bawble. 

* In colloquial ufe \ not fo in verfe. 

§ 6. 
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§ 6. AY. 

The found of this diphthong is merely 
that of the long a# It is the conftant 
fubftitute for ai in terminations, as aiv 
is for au y and follows the fame rules : 
thus, play, fay ', make playing and faying ; 
but for fayed it is ufual to write Jaid ; 
for layedy laid ; for affray ed, affraid $ for 
payed, paid ; for flayed, in the fenfe of ' 
fober or fteady, a participial adjective, 
Jtaid. Other verbs in -ay preferve thzy. 

It is ufually pronounced like e long 
in quay ; and fay is often corruptly fo 
fpoken. An * following this termina- 
tion coalesces with it into one fyllable : 
thus, difmayed is fpoken difmaid. Prayer 
and player rhyme to dare. In mayor the 
fame effedt takes place with ; yet we 
cannot properly, I think, reckon thefe 
latter words monofyllables : the rapidity 
of pronunciation renders their found oh-* 
fcure. 
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§ 7. AYE. 

This triphthong occurs only, that I 
know of, in the monofyllable aye, where 
it has the found which we give, in our 
pronunciation of Latin and Greek, to the 
diphthong at; a found which feems to 
be compofed of thofe of the open a and 
the vowel e, 

§ 8. EA. 

No diphthong is more frequent in our 
language than this. Its regular found is 
that of the long e. Ex. clean, deal, dear-, 
eager, wreath, quean, &c. 

The inftances in which it is irregu- 
larly pronounced, are the following : it 
has the found 

Of a long, in bear (the beaft), and to 
bear ; alfo break, great, pear, to 
K tear, Jleak, fwear, wear. 
A fhort, in heart, hearth, hearken. 
E fhort, in bedjlead, bejlead, bread, 
breakfajl, breath, breajl, clean- 
ly, cleanfe (though from clean, 
1 o which 
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which is regular), dead, deaf, 
dealt, death, dread, dreamt, en- 
deavour, feather, bead, health, 
heaven, heavy, jealous, inftead 
(fometimes pronounced infiid), 
lead (the metal), leant (for lean- 
td, from to lean), leather, leapt <> 
(for leaped), leaven, meadow, 
meant, meafure, peafant, pbea- 
font, pleafant, pleafure, read (par- 
ticiple of to read, which is re- 
gular), ready, realm, Jeamflrefs 
(fpelt alfo fempjlrefs and fern- 

fi re f s )> fi ead *> ft ead f a ft> fteady, 
Jlealth,Jpread,fweat, teat, threat, <i 

treachery, tread, thread, treqfure, 

wealth, weapon, weather, zealous, 

and zealot. 

Of u fliort, in dearth, earl, early, earn, 

earnejl, earth, heard 'f, hearfe, 

learn, pearch 9 rehearfe t fearch, 

•• Both die fubftantivey?*o/, and the verb tojiead^ 
are now almoft obfolete ; for which reafon fome of 
their derivatives have been admitted into this lift. 

t Yet rhymed to rear% Dryd. Ann. Mir. * 

Stanz. 273. J 

E 4 yearn. 
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yearn. Beard, which in truth is 
regular, is falfely fpoken &/n/ 
on our ftage. 

In pageant, pageantry, and ferjeant* 
the «?' is pbfcure ; and alfo in vengeance^ 
but feems to approach moft nearly to 
the fhort found of a. 

Thefe vowels often meet without fornix 
ing a diphthong y but efpecially in com-? 
jfounded words, where the e and a be-» 
Jong to different parts ; as in redSl, re~ 
admit, redfcend, and others compounded 
with re before a : fo alfo dedlbate, de- 
ambulate; alfo beatify, create (except crea* 
ture), fealty, idea, meander, preamble, real, 
recreant, Pygmean, European, Epicurean^ 
empyrean, adamant e an, colojfefin. In fome 
words, where ea can hardly be faid to 
form one fyllable, they are fo rapidly 
pronounced as to ftand only for one in 
poetry, the e taking a found Similar to 
that of y before a vowel : thus, ocean, 
rofeate, found oce-yan, rofe-yate ; and 
fo fome others terminated in -ean and 
-tal. 

§ 9- 
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* 

§ 9. EAU* 

This triphthong is French properly, 
therefore it founds like o long', which it 
the found of it in that language : ex. 
beau, bureau, flambeau. It is founded 
fhorter, and rather obfeurely, in port- 
manteau : and in beauty, and its deriva* 
tives, has the found of our long u. 

§ 10. EE. 

The reduplication of a vowel is the 
pioft natural reprefentative of its Jong 
found* in fixations where fome diftia&iiigp 
mark; is neceflary. The Romans, we ai;e 
told, anciently wrote eemi for emi, eedi fqr 
edi, &c. So with us ee is the represen- 
tative of e long, in places where the ana*- 
logy of the language forbids us to give 
the long found to the fingle vowel : thus 
bleed, reed, feed, are diftinguifhed both 
Jn found ai}d fenfe from bled, red, fe^ 

Qb'eefecake, 
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Cbeefecake, breech, and breeches, are al- 
moft the only instances in which ee has 
an improper found ; in thefe the rapidity 
of ordinary fpeech produces a found moffc 
nearly allied to that of / fliort. Lee- 
ward is, I believe, fpoken /coward by 
iailors *• 

What was faid above of ea, may be 
applied alfo to the double £ : its vowels 
remain feparate wherever they are only 
brought together by composition, thus, 
preeminence, preixiftence, reejlablijh, &c. ; 
or derivation, as freer. 

§ ii. EL 

This diphthong is another fubftitute 
for the long e, whofe found it regularly 
takes, as in ceiling, inveigle, perceive, 

&c. 

It varies occafionally from this found, 

"by taking that 

• In Beelzebub the found of fliort £ is udially given to 
it. When never is contracted by poetic licence into 
meter, and ever into e'er, the double ee is pronounced 
like long a % 

Of 
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Of a long, in deign, eight, feign, feint* 
freight, heinous, heir, inveigh* 
neigh, neighbour, oheifance, reign* 
rein, feine (a net), Jkein, their* 
veil, vein, weigh. 
E fhort, in foreign, heifer, leifure* 
nonpareil: fome give to ei in lei- 
fure the found of long a, fome 
of long e, but wrongly. 
I long, in height, heigh-ho, Jleight* 
I fhort, in counterfeit, forfeit, fur- 
feit. 
In fome words thefe vowels come to- 
gether, yet do not unite into a diphthong, 
as in deify, deity, deifm, deiji, fpontaneity 
(Dryd.) ; and in words compounded with 
re before i, &c. as reiterate, retnjtate,pre- 
incline. Either and neither are fpoken by 
fome with the found of long i : I have 
heard even that of long a given tb them ; 
but as the regular way is alfo in ufc, I 
think it is preferable.. Thefe differences 
feem to have arifen from ignorance of the 
regular found of ei. 



§ 12. 
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§ 12, EO. 

This diphthong is pronounced in feve- 
rial ways -, nor are there inftances enough 
of any fingle mode of pronunciation, to 
authorize us to call it more regular than 
the reft. We muft therefore endeavour to 
colkdt all the words in which it is to be 
found; nor will thefe amount to any 
great number. 

It is pronounced 
Like e long, in enfeoff, people. 

E fhort, in jeopardy V leopard. 
q fhort, in geographer, geography , 

geometry, georgic. 
u long, in feod,feodal,feqdary* 
u fhort, in the termination ^eon^ 
as pigeon, fur geon, &c. &c. 
The vowels remain difunited in geogra- 
phical, geometric, geometrician, and all 
words beginning with geo-, except the 
four in which they are pronounced like 
o fhort. Dryden has ufed even geometry 
as four fyllables : 

" Who counts geometry, and numbers, toys j 
* c And with his foot the facred duft deftroys." 

Tranjl. of Per/. 

9 Thefe 
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Thefe vowels are alfo feparately pro- 
nounced in cameleon, leonine, meteoroui 
(Milt*. ), mezereon, pantheon, tfatiry, theo- 
rem ; and in compounds, as preordain^ 
whereon, &€• 



$ 13. EOU. 

It is only the hafte and inaccuracy of 
common fpeech, or the convenience of 
poetic ufe, that fhortens this combina- 
tion of vowels into a fingle fyllable. This 
it does by giving to the e fomething of 
the confonant found of y, and founding 
6u like the (hort uj thus, hideous, piteous, 
plenteous, found like hid-yus,pit-yus, plent~ 
yus. There are very many words with this 
termination -eous, in fome of which the 
e is audible enough, as a feparate fylla- 
ble from the ou ; but as it is rather too 
weak a fyllable for poetic ufe, we gene- 
rally find the whole triphthong in poe- 
try contracted into one* 

» 

§ H- 
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§ 14- EU. 

The proper found of this diphthong, 
which however is not very common, is 
that of the long u, as in deuce, Deutero* 
nomy,feud, &c. : it follows alfo the irre- 
gularities of u, being pronounced like 
M after /and r, thus in pleurijy and rbeum 9 
&c, Thefe vowels, like thofe which com- 
pofe the other diphthongs^ when brought 
together by compofition only, remain dik 
united, as in reunion, reunite* 

§ ifc EW.- 

This is the reprefentative of the pre-* 
ceding diphthong, in terminations $ and 
has, like that, the found of our long u, as 
in dew, ewer, new f pew, &c. : it is alfo 
fimilarly afFe&ed by / and r *, thus brew, 
drew, flew, &c. are pronounced broo, droo, 

m 

&c. : Jew and jewel have alfo the found 
of oo long. It is fbmetimes followed by 
d, as in lewd, Jhrewd} in which two words 
the efFeft of the / and the r is again ob- 
fervablc. Nor is this diphthong quite 

averfe 
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averfe to the former part of a word,. as 
we find itinfewel,jkewer, &c. 

It is irregular in one or two inftances, 
being pronounced 
Like au or a broad, in chew. 

o long, in Jew, fewer (corruptly 
ipoken Jhore) 9 and ixxjhew and 
ftrew, which now generally are* 
and might more properly a!-* 
ways be wriiten,yZw0 2nAfirtyw% 
for though the found of long o 
be not proper to ow^ it is with 
more frequency, and lefs vio- 
lence to analogy, affumed . by 
that diphthong than it is by 
ew. 

.' §16. EY. 

We fhould naturally expedt to find 
this the reprefentative of jei in termina- 
tions, as ay is of ai, &c : as filch its 
proper found fhould be that of the long 
e $ this however is given to it only in thfr 
word iey ; for ky, a field, is conftantly 
written lea % The reafon of this appears 

to 



i 



.'* 



tf* 0//^LEftEks. Par* L 

to be, that, falling generally into an un-* 
accented termination, it is obfcurely fpo* 
ken, as fuch terminations ufually are, and 
with a found refembling rather the fliorC 
e than the long ; namely, the fame found 
that is given to y alfo, when final * ; 
ex. abbey, alley, barley, galley, dec. This 
found therefore mull be confidered as re- 
gular. - There are a few exceptions ; it is 
fpoker^ like long a in convey, grey (when 
fo written), lamprey, obey, prey, purvey* 
jurvey, ' they, trey, whey ; alfo in Eyrt 
(Juftices in), and Eyrty* Hey-day is pro- 
nounced high-day > which Dr* Johnfon 
has confidered as its origin. Caufey is 
fpoken caufeway, from a miftaken notion 
of its etymology. The triphthong eye 
occurs only in the word eje, and is therd 
pronounced like the long i. 

§ 17. IA, 

This combination can hardly be called 2 
diphthong. When it forms a fingle found, 
}X feems rather from inaccuracy of fpeak* 
ing, than from any other caufe : in ra+ 

• Seepage 41. 

tafia 
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Ajfa it founds like long » ; in diamond* 
like long 1 j in marriage, carriage, par~ 
liament, fomething like fliort 1 ; in mi- 
niature flill more obfcurely. In the be- 
ginning of words the founds do not at 
all coalefce, as in dial, phial, dialogue, 
bias, &c. *, nor in the end, where -al is 
added to an accented y, as denial from 
deny, &c. In the other numerous words 
terminated in ialzxAian, the i feems to 
take the found o(y, as filial, fil-y *ab, Cbrif- 
tian, Cbrijt-yan ; in cbriftianity the vowels 
are more diftinftly fpoken : poniard, con* 
ciliate, have the above found alfo ; pon- 
yard, conciliate \. 

§ iS. 

• Triffyl. Dryd. Hind and Pantk P. II. L 527* 
t There is a difficulty attending fuch fyllables, 
which I have never folved entirely to my own fatisfac- 
tion. This (bund, which I have confidered as that 
of f confonant, differs, 1 am fenfible, fo very littte 
from the very Ihort found of i or j, as vowels* or even 
i, that I know not how to infift upon the diftin&ion : 
nor does the ufage of poetry amount to a pftof that 
the vowels in queftion do afiually toincide into one 
fy liable, fince there are words fo ufed by the potts, in 
which thfcre certainly is not any fuch union. Tiro* 
tftu*/, viifual, are diffyllablef in poetic uife ; and yet 
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§ 18. IE. 

This diphthong has regularly the 
found of long e: ex. brief ] grief i Jhield, 
achieve, &c. Whether it otlght to have 
this found .in biefiings, an uncommon 
word ufed by Dryden (and fignifying 
a cowsfirfi milk after calving ) ', is more 
than I can tell. 

It has alfo the found 

Of e fliort, in friend. 

i long, indie-, lie, tie, hie, &c. 
i fhort in fieve, variegate, mifebiev- 
ous, twentieth, thirtieth, &c. 

I have heard ie pronounced like fhdrt 
u in fierce and pierce, but I think very 
improperly * : in fiery the found of long i 
prevails, but the two vowels do not en- 
tirely coalefce. In final fyllables it is as 
obfeurely fpoken as ia, &c. as orient, an- 
cient, requiem, fpaniet, &c— I and s are 
feparately pronounced in brier $ diet, quiet, 

4he u and a preferve their proper founds : fo alfo the 
words in -uous 9 as unQmus, &c. of which fee more 
in upy :. in thefe the found of V approaches a little 
r to that of w.— Waliis, p. 20. 
: -••vftt ( Mitonjfaas ifrjmedjtfa** to vtrfo AUrgfp 

piety, 
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piety, parietal, propriety , focieiy ; in hier- 
archy and other words from Greek, begin* 
ning with hie- ; alfo in the conjugation of 
verbs, in y, where -eth is added, as de- 
nietk, trieth, &c. — fo alfo in dietb, Uetb 9 
&c .— or where ejl is added, as deniejl, diefti 
though fome of thefe retain only the found 
of the long 1 in poetry *• 

The found of long 1 ftill prevails in 
the termination ies, as flies, replies, denies, 
&c. except when thofe finals are unac- 
cented; then the found of fhort / i$ 
more prevalent, as in dignities, companies, 
&c. In the termination -ied 9 it feems 
rather that the e of ed is fileftt, as it 
ufually is (fee page 18.), than that the 
diphthong ie departs from its regular 
found : thus died, tried, replied, &c. 
may be confidered as di'd, tri'd, replfd, 
&c. or, as they have fometimes been 
written, dyh try V, reply df- 

* " Thou 4i*fi> ajid ^11 thy goods are cpnfiftpate," \ 

Mer. of Venice* page 236, 

t Should any one, from the great frequency of 
thefe terminations, be inclined to think the .found of 

F 2 J long 
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§ 19. IEUWIEW. 

This triphthong, like eau 9 is perfe&ly 
French. We have it in lieu (which we 
employ only in the phrafe in lieu), fur- 
lieu, and adieu \ in all thefe we give to it 
the found of our long u. If camaieu be 
properly fo written, it fhould perhaps 
give the ieu the fame found ; but it is 
more frequently fpelt cameo, and pro- 
nounced in the Italian manner, from 
which language it moil probably came 
to us. Lieutenant is by a ftrange cor- 
ruption called leftenant. IEW occurs in 
mewp without any authority from ety- 
mology $ it is alfo pronounced like our 
long u. 

§ 20, 10. 

This combination has but little claim 
to be called a diphthong : its vowels do 

I long more proper to this diphthong, by my own 
rule of propriety (note p. 49.) than that which I have 
afligned to it, I fhelter myfelf under authority. Wal- 
lis fays, " Et vel it effertur ut Gallorum / (hoc eft 
1 txilt) produ&um," and inftancesyka and fitnd. It 
would be difficult to determine accurately the quef- 
tioa of frequency in this cafe. 

9 not 
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not ufually coalcfce when they come to-? 
gether ; thus, riot, pioneer, violent, &c. 
Violet is ufually made a triffyllable in \ a % 

verfe; in common ufe its feems to be 
dropped, thus, wlet.' Marcbionefs, on 
the contrary, feems to drop the i; which 
is alfb omitted, or moft obfcurely pro- 
nounced, in the very common termina- 
tion -ion ; in words derived from it, as 
national, fajjionate, &c. and in other words 
of the like form with thefe derivatives, 
even though the fimple word be not ufed 
in Englifh, as rational. 

% 21. IOU. 

Of iou the fame muft be faid as above 
of eou, that it is not properly a triph- 
thong, but that the vowels which com- 
pofe it are fo melted together by the ra- 
pidity of pronunciation, that it is not 
always eafy to hear two fyllables in them. 
Pious is, I believe, the only word in 
which they are kept diftin&ly feparate. 
The termination -ious, which is a ver7 
frequent one, is therefore in ftri&nefs a 
difTyllabic termination. 

F 3 § 23. 
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§ 22. OA. 

This diphthong is not unfrequcnt in 
Englifh, and has regularly the found of 
o long, as in coat, coal, float, loaf, road, 
roam, roan, foap, &c. Woad, I thought 
had been an exception, and pronounced 
as a diflyllable ; but I find that the au- 
thor of the Dijpenfary has ufed it as a 
rhyme to mode. OA has very few ano- 
malies : it is. pronounced like au, or the 
broad a, in abroad, broad, groat; and 
ufually like o fhort, in oat-meal, though 
regularly in vat. 

In words in which the o and a are 
brought together by compofition, they 
remain feparate, as coaft, &c. As the com- 
position of moil of thefe words carries us 
back beyond their exiftence in the Eng- 
lifh language, it may be convenient that 
they fhould be here fet down. The chief 
of them are thefe ; coacervate, coaSl, coad- 
jutor, cdadunition, codgment, coagulate, cod- 
kfce, coaptation, codrSt or codr State, pfeu- 
dodpoflle, retrodSi. , 

5 § 2 3- 
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§ 23. OE. 

This combination of vowels is almoft ! 
'profcribed by our great Lexicographer, 
as not properly belonging to our lan- 
guage ; and it is true that the words in 
which it is found are fuch, for the moft 
part, as belong to particular fciences, 
and have hardly received the (lamp of 
common ufage. Ex. Antceci, Perioeci, 
geographical terms $ diarrhoea* oedema* 
cefophagus* medical ones ; oecumenical, 
taken from church hiftory ; yet thefe, 
with foetus* manoeuvre (certainly now 
naturalized), oefirum *, (economics, (econo- 
my (almoft always fo written, till Dr. 
Johnfon proposed a new orthography), 
and the numerous derivatives of the 
latter word, are perhaps fufficient in 
number to make it convenient to retain 
the form of this diphthong $ efpecially 
as from fome of the above words it can- 
not well be dropped. 

The found wte give to it in all the 
above inftances (except manoeuvre* which 

* Hudibr .— See J*, in Pkrtntric. 

F 4 « 
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is fpoken of in § 24.) is that of the long 
£ 1 the fame that we are accuftomed to 
aflign to this diphthong when it occurs 
in the Latin language, 

O and e come together in fome few 
words with the found of long o, as doe, 
Joe, Jloe, mijiletoe, toe $ but they can hard- 
ly be confidered as forming a diphthong 
in that fixation. The e is there rather 
quiefcent,a$ being final, than united with 
the o. Two words of this form have the 
found of 00 long, canoe, Jhoe. Does (from 
do) takes the found of u fhort. 

In fome other words thefe letters come 
together, aqd are feparately pronounced* 
as poem, poet, poefy, &c. proem, coerce ; and 
thofe compounded with co before an f, 
as coexijient, Sec Poejy, when it fignifies 
the motto for a ring, is a diflyllable, and 
gives to oe the found pf long o : thus 
Nerifla, in the Merchant of Venice, 
fpeaking of her ring, fays *, 

** What talk you of the potfy or the value ?" 

* The line in which Gratiano mentions it before, 
is fomewhat doubtful in point of metre. 

it 
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It is alio written pojy. 

In ajfa-fcetida the oe is commonly pro- 
bounced like e fhort. 

§ 24. OEI and OEU* 

Thefe triphthongs are, like fome of 
thofe taken notice of before, perfectly 
French. Shakfpeare has ufed a word in 
which the former is retained, namely* 
ceiliad ; we find it in King Lear, 

" She gave ftrange ceiliads y and mod fpeaking looks." 

Aft IV. Sc. 5. 

It probably fhould be pronounced there 
like the long e ; for the true French found 
of thefe triphthongs does not feem ever 
to have fuited an Englifli mouth. OEU 
is found in the word manoeuvre^ which 
feems to be thoroughly adopted from the 
French, and is pronounced like 00 long. 

§ %S< 01. 

This diphthong has a full, rich, and 

mafculine found, peculiar to itfelf, and 

its fubftitute oy. It is diftindtly heard 

in noife, voice, rejoice, &c. Thofe who are 

zealous 
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zealous for the harmony of our language, 
have lamented that this ;found has been in 
danger of being loft*, by a corrupt. ami 
vicious mode of pronunciation. It has 
been, indeed, the cuftom to give to this 
diphthong, in feveral words, the improper 
found of i long ; as in boil, Arm/, choir \ 
join, joint, point, poifQn,jpoiI. The,banifh- 
ed diphthong feems at length to be upon 
its return ; for there are many who are 
flow, hardy enough to pronounce boil.zx- 
a&ly as they do toil, and join like coin +, 
&c. 

In fome few words this diphthong is 
obfcurely paffed over, and founds like a 

* 'Eflky on the Harmony of Language,-p.~252, 
f Dr. Wallis informs us, that in his time: fome 
perfoas pronounced bail is if written bivfiile, Gram- 
mar, p. 41. I • have heard this pronunciation my- 
fdfj it is an imitation of the French ei; but is, in 
my opinion, highly improper. Upon the lame prin- 
ciples boy has been called liuoy (Note, p. 83. of this 
book) j but why pet Should be pronounced fwot, as 
the fame author tells us, is not eaflly gue^ed. The 
only objeftion to giving the true found to ei in join, 
is that it is fo constantly rhymed to fine y line, and the 
like, by our beft poets. 

fliort 
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fhort 1 or £ ; as the firft oi in avoir du- 
poife, the oi in connoijfeur> Jhamois, tor- 
toife. Tur&ois, the precious ftone (or tur- 
quoife, as Shakfpeare wrote it, conforma- 
bly to the etymology), is corruptly pro- 
nounced turkey in common fpeaking * 
.but the full found muft be retained in re- 
citation; Devoir has generally the found 
of the French oi (wau). 

No diphthong is formed by the con- 
currence of thefe vowels mJioi'c,Jloicifm, 
hiroic* berotjfn, heroine* 

% 26. 00. 

This form of letters being with us 
the repfefentative of a fimple found, and 
that a found which, except in very few 
inftances (fee p. 37. ), is not to be met 
with in our language in any other form, 
follows the nature of a vowel rather than 
of a diphthong, having a regular long 
and a regular fhort found. 

The long 00 is heard in the words 
coo/, moon, doom, &c. 

OO 






/ 
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OO fhort is found in good, hood, wood, 
flood, woo/, foot, for/006, book, cook ; and 
in every monofyllable in which 00 is fol- 
lowed by k ; and not, that I recollect, 
in any other in fiances. 

As we have feen above, that the found 
which we give to the vowel u is proper- 
ly that of a diphthong/ fo we may con- 
fider this reduplication 00 as the only 
proper reprefentative we have of the fim- 
ple vowel found of u. 

It is liable to a few irregularities, be- 
ing pronounced 

Like o long, in door, floor, moor. 
u fhort, in blood, food, foot. 

We find 00, in fome words, without 
a coalefcence of the two vowels ; as in 
zoography, zoology, zoophyte, zoophorus, 
zootomy, and their derivatives ; alfo in 
cooperate, coordinate, and other words in 
which thefe letters are brought together 
by compofition. 

§ 27. OU. 

This diphthong very frequently oc- 
curs in the Englifh language, and has 

properly 
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properly the found which we hear in 
thefe words, couch, found, round, &c. 

By frequent ufage it has been con- 
taminated with many irregularities, be- 
ing pronounced 
Like au, or broad a, in cough, trough ; 
alfo in ought, bought, thought ; 
and every word of that form, 
except drought (dry weather), 
which has the regular found. 
Bought, in the fenfe of a twiji 
or knot, is almoft obfolete; 
but Milton has made it clear 
that he pronounced it regu- 
larly, by rhyming it to out : 

" In notes, with many a winding bought, 
** Of linked fweetnefs long drawn out/* 

Allegro, 1. 139. 

In the edition of Dr. Newton it is fpelt 
bout. 

ou is pronounced 

Like o long, in bourn, coulter, courfe, 

court, dough, four, gourd, mould, 

• moulder, moult, mourn, poult, 

poulterer, poultice, poultry, pour, 

Jhoulder, foul, fource, refource % 

recourfe, 



1 
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recourjc', though; and controul 
(as formerly written). 
Like o (hort* in hfigb, Jhough, pro- 
nounced lock and Jhock ; fo alfo 
in hough, which is indifferently 
written hock. For Jhough, fee 
Macbeth, A& III. Sc. 1. p. 526. 
00 long, in many words, particu- 
larly fuch as are derived from 
French. Ex. accoutre, agouti 
(an animal), amour, billet-doux, 
bouge, boufe, cartouch, contour, 
croupe (a diforder ),#<?#/ (tafte, 
pronounced quite as French), 
oufel, paramour, ragout, ren- 
dezvous, rouge, fous, furtout, 
toupee, tour, uncouth, wound *, 
you, youth *f. 

Like 

* This pronunciation is now univerfally current 
jn converfation ; but our poets have ufed the word 
otherwife. Dryden rhymes it to bound, Abfal. and 
Ach. P. 1. 1. 928 : Hind and Panth. P. 1. 1. 224. Pope 
to found, Iliad. V. 104. to ground, lb. 144. to around, 
Jb. 430. Wound, the participle of to wind, is pro- 
nounced regularly. Woond ought to be banifhed en- 
tirely. 

t Obferve, concerning thefe two laft words and 

their 
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Like 00 fhort, in could, Jkould, and 
would-, alfo courier, 
a fhoFt,in adjourn, bourgeon, coun- 
try* chough 9 couple, couplet, cou- 
rage cowrtejy, courteous (gene- .* j 
rally, but fometimes with the 
found of long o, like ewrt), 
couftn, double, enough, fiourifh, 
gournet (often written gurnet), 
groundfel (written grunfel by \ 
Milton, Parad. Loft, I. 460.), 
boufrwife, journal, journey, jouft, 
mouncb, nourijh, rough, fcourgc, 
' Jlougb{2L{kin),fojourn,foutbern+ ;} 
. mood* touch* tournament (fpoken 
alfo with the found of op long) , 
tougk* trouble, young; andinth* 
terminations -our and -ous, ex- 
cept in monofyllablea ; and in. 
the one word devour, in which 

their derivatives, that though the full found of our 
long a Is h&rd in*hetn y thfe completion of that found 
is owfrig t*the initial y. The words woutj be fpokfcn 
ekaaiy -a* they are> if Afejr were written jm, jtm«^ 
&c. ; therefor* I have faid &8t *r iattewpNibaiiMtdt 
like w. 

the 
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the ou is regular •• -ous, in the 
one inftance covetous, is very 
frequently fpofcen as if written 
coveteous, probably from a falfc 
notion of the orthography. 

It is remarkable that the proper found 
of ou fo ill unites with a fubfequent r, 
that it makes a kind of disjointed fylla- 
We *, as like to two as to one. Thus 
hour is a rhyme to power ; and though 
it has often been thought neceflary to 
write the latter word with an apoftrophe 
when it is ufed as a monofyllable, yet if 
hour may be ufed difcretionally as one or 
two fyllables, power may furely be al- 
lowed the fame latitude, without any 
change in its form. There are in Shak- 
fpeare's Henry VI. many lines together, 
in every one of which hour muft be pro- 



* This obfervation extends, in feme degree, to 
every long vowel found preceding r in the fame 
fy liable. See under the letter R. . The found of a ia 
fan is Aot exafily the fame as in fate* 

nounced 
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nouncod -bouer. or bvwer m *, to make thd 
verfes perfect :, ... 

"So many hoitrt mull I tend my flock % 

u So many hours muft I take my reft 5 v ., ^ 

"So many A*«rj piuft I contemplate." 

• l ':\ M. &c. >ait in. Ala ii. sc; > 

... ... ■ .• ■ . 

, - 1 think I have observed tbis.licence itt * 
the contemporary dramatic writer^lfoj* 
but nrither they nor Shakfpeare were 
ponftant in their ufage of it. This >: how~ 
even is a licence not to be imitated* 
Such diffyllables have an intrinfie weak- 
nefs in them, which unfits thepa for poe- 
tic ufe ; which, is the reafbh that we ge- 
riefarly find power , Jhower , td lowir, &C. 

ufed in poetry as mbnbiyllableii 

• »•>■.•..«.■ 

§ 28. ow. 

! 7*he proper found of ow is ttie fenie v 1$ 
that of oil, of which it is the fubftitiiffe ; 

f ■ 

I . ■ • . -. • * 

• * I have obferved the fame licence inamoclertt 
.authpr: ,"• ■■ ,.. . 

".Dear m^diuri,for^^r»I'y yrait p^.ypur plwfurc.'' 

Hay ley's Play's, p. 234. 

'grated* '• ^ : /',^c '„,. ;..'•.' "''."■' '■''- 

*. ■ . . . - • 
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as in brow, now, &c. It is trioft frequently 
faiet with in terminations," but is. to be 
found aifotn other places j as in towel, 
tower, crowd, &€• 

Though the above is undoubtedly the 
legitimate found of ow, that of long o 
is given to it frequently enough to puz*- 
zle fuch perfons as have not traced the 
analogy throughout. I have endeavoured 
to fet* down- every inftance in which 
this pronunciation is ufed. 

O W like o long : 

Below, bejlow, blow, bow (for arrows), 
bowl, crow, flow, flown (from fly), glow, 
grow, know, low, to mow, owe, own, 
prow, prowl, prowefs, tofow (any kind of 
feed, &c), flow, /now, flow,flrow, and 
Jhow (if fofpelt), row, throw, trow -, and 
the derivatives of all thefe,.as in every lift 
given in this book. Toward, towards *, 
<&€• are fb pronounced that they feem 
to belong to this lift, though in •ftridir- 
nefs they do notj the words being other- 

* Left this fhould be thought a modern jnnova- 
ion, we may obferve that Milton often ufes the word 
towards as a monofyllabl$» Par. Loft. I. 284, &c. 

x wife 
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wife divided ; as to- ward, &c/ See un- 
der w. 

ow, when final and unaccented, is fo 
pafled over as to feem like (hort o ; as in 
farrow, hollow, fellow, &c. ; nor are there 
any exceptions to this mode of pronun- 
ciation in fuch a fituation *. In know- 
ledge > alfo, the ow is fhortened into the 
found of o fhort. Mow (a rick) feems to 
have been always fpoken with the regu- 
lar found : thus with Tuffer it rhymes 
to bow } with Gay, to cow. 



- <c A fav'rite cow 



" Expe&s me near yon barley mow." 

■ 

§ 29, OY, 

The fubftitute for 01 in terminations, 
and invariably pronounced like it. Bx. 
boy <\>, coy, joy, &c^ Alloy might per-* 

haps 

* 

* Except cuekm he fpelt fo ; in which cafe the 
wu has the found of oo 9 See Part IV. Ch. iii. 

f Tha players fay bwoy> a pronunciation men* 
tioned indeed by Wallis, but faid by hind to be nei- 

G 2 thar 
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haps be faid to have the found of ay or 
lcng a, but that, when it is to be fo 
fpoken, it is generally alfo written allay, 
tn the word oyfier alone, we find oy re- 
moved from its ufual fituation. 

It may be obferved, that this found of 
ot and oy, rich as it is, and jealoufly as 
it may be our intereft to preferve it, is 
compofed rather of the found of au, or 
broad a and 1, than of o and 1 : whence 
tf happens, that Jhwyer rhymes accurately 
to employer, lawyer to dejlroyer, &c. : 

§ 30. UA, UE, UI. 



*. 



Thefe combinations do not feem en- 
titled to the name of diphthongs. In 
the regular ufe of them, the u becomes 

thtfTconftant no* utiiirerfahr* "fid neque femper, tn~ 
i<: que ah 'gmttibus Jic cfferunlitr" p. 41'.* (See the 
note, on p. 74 of this book). It is not any defence 
of this mode of pronouncing, to fay that it was pre- 
valent formerly. Public fpeakers fhould conform to 
the ufageof their- times, and adapt their words to the 

ears of the living,' not of the dead. The ambition of 

*■■'•'■■■ ■ * ■"■ 

prefervirfg 'trfe tradition of old fpeech,* is in them very 
much'mil^laced*' ; ^ ...... 

» 

, *' a con- 
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a confonaat, and is founded. like, w, as 
was remarked under, the. vcrcrai;4J itTelf 
(p., 38.) ; ■ thus, a£uage> . per/nade* Jan- 
guage, &c. found as .if written .ajhoage^ 
per/wade, langwage r &c. £oj&{o^<fyJuetw£ s 
manfuetude, &c. like ' de/jvetudfy % ffld%fwe- 
tude-t &c. -j f anguine ; #ngu.ijp, . fcc?. like 
jangriaxine > ang-wifh. . It i§ -remarkable 

that this pronunciation takes pl9.ce phie^iy 
after g and s. There are other modes of 
pronouncing thefe vowels, which, muft be 
noticed. ' 

The u is dropped out. of ua inguard, 
guarantee, The jtwo yowels remain Sepa- 
rate in putntua j butihe u alomLJsJijeard 
in mantua-tnaker . In vi^tmh.foiStuals. 
ja corrupt pronunciation of the lafk,fylla- 

ble obtains, fimilar .to the effect of -tk : 

* • • • • - • 

thus viftle* has fometimes been written 
for victuals. And Butler chofe to write 
it fo in his Hudibras : 

" For, as we fald, he always chofe 
" To carry vittle in ljis hofe." 

Part I/e. j. 317. 

In ibme words ua retrain feparate, as 
\n aftuate, and in all other wdrds end- 

G 3 ing 
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ing f in ^Hfite $ * aftual, and the reft in 
-uaL When a ^ precedes thefe termi- 
nations, it muft not be forgotten that 
the u is attached to the q, and has, as 
ufual, the effefl: of w ; as in adequate, an- 
tiquate, equal, &c, 

UE, at the end of words, is often 
merely a fubftitute for the long t;, to 
prevent the unufual appearance of ter- 
minating words in u (fee p. 18.) ; *#• 
due,fue, value, &c. : and after /or r takes, 
like u itfelf, the found of oo long ; as in 
blue, rue, accrue, &c. In fome words u 
is infertec^ between g and e, without any 
other efFe& than that of preferring the 
hard found of g, which it is the proper- 
ty of e to deftroy : ex. guefs, guerdon, 
guerkin (fpelt alfo gherkin). In this man- 
ner ue becomes an occafion&l fubftitute 
for the final e, lengthening the preceding 
vowel, and at the fame time preferring 
the hardnefs of the g ; as in plague, vague, 
intrigue, rogue, brogue, vogue, &c. There 
are a few words of this form, in which 
the g indeed is hardened, but the preced- 
ing vowel is not lengthened ; as harangue, 

tongue, 
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tongue y demagogue y pedagogue T Jyn<*gogue % 
pr.ohgut* aiad the. reft in -fogpi. tin cruel \ 
cri&t+gruelifuet, $nd in words terminated 
in tUfty^ZB^ -umce, th# vowel* are fepa-« 
ratcly pronounced* though in the latter in-j 
ftanccs rapidly : £o alio in puerijt, fiuem f. 

VI is formed, liks us, by the ipfertion 
of u between c and a vQwd which would 
foftcn it; as in ###&, £W&» difguifi, guild x 
guilt y guinea, guitar; ; in the three firft of 
which words it is pronounced like / 
long, in the four kft like / (hort. It re r 
prefects the fhort i in a. few other in- 
ftances : build* titcuit % bifcuit. T3be found 
of oo long is heard in brui/e, crui/e, fruit, 
juice , recruit, jluice ; that of u long in - 
Juit % nuifance, puifne, purfuit, cuirafs. 
Cuifs is pronounced with the French 
found cweefs : 

" I faw young Harry with his beaver up, 
" His cuijfes on his thighs, gallantly armed." 

Hen. IV. P. I. Aft. iv. Sc. I. 

In fruition, genuine, puijfant, tenuity 9 
aguijh, bruit, ruin, the vowels are pro- 
nounced feparately ; though in fome, as 
bruit and puijfant, fo rapidly, a$ to be 
equivalent only to one fyllable in verfe, 

G 4 Left 
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Left any doubt fliould arife, I (hall 
add thfe reft of thofc words hi which ui 
ftas its regular 'found of wi: languid tin- 
gui/t, penguin , purjuivant, guiacum,znd 
thofe terminated in -guijh. .■'.-. . - - 

It is not neceflary to give a feparatfe 
fe&ioh to uy, which occurs only in buy % 
where it founds lik£ long i ; zndpfaguy, 
roguy, low and familiar words, where it 
has the effect of the y final unaccented 
(fee p. 41.) : nor to uou, which, like 
sou and iou, is only contracted intp on? 
fyllable by the hafte of common fpeech, 
or fof the convenience of poetic yfe % - 
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,0/ the Confohants* 

^ I 1HE coi^oparits are liable Ito fewer 
^ JL irregularities than the vowels : yet 

pe n^- 
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§ . !• J?" . 

* v '< lias- bl^' unvaried found, which needs 
not explanation nor exemplification* It 
-is ifoalljrfileiit when it follows jn in* 
-termination, as in lamb; climb y dumb +&v. 
tut it is fpoken in thomb> and I believe 
alfo in afcumb and fuccumb. It is filent 
before t in the fame fyllable, as in debt* 
doubt \ redoubt ; alfo in fubtile or fubtk, 
but is pronounced in fubtilize. It is 
filent in ambs-ace, which is even written 
without it fometimes, as ames-ace. 

§ 2. 
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§ 2. C Regular. 

C has two regular founds : i ft, that of 
k> which it takes .when fo}Ipw$d hy a $ o, 
v, or a cohTonant, i excepted ; as in cart, 
common, curd, &c. : zd, that of s, which 
is given to it before/* *, or y ; as in ce* 
ment^city, cynic. Sometimes, by the con- 
currence pf two c'$i fol^owecLhy &ti /» 
thefe two efFedts are united j. i$ in Jfaccid, 
Jiccity: ks or # wpu^d equally represent 
this found, as fe$d> J^aki4f^^yf^^ 
When c ftands betweenyand */or bSt^reen 
y*and /, its foundas not perceivable) as in 
fcent,fcene,fcion: but this.letter cannot be 
omitted, fince it fery^ to diftingtfifb.&ofe 
words in writing, frora» others of fimilar 
found, i%Jentyftmi&ion* When the ibaj-d 
found of c <is required before c or i% h is 
fubft ituted, as \x\jkiff,jkim\ the etymology 
of which rather requires c. Sceptic, gives 
to c before e the. found of k; but Dr. 
Johnfon very properly propofes to alter 

the orthography .to Jkeptic* . 

C Final. 

• Qp. Should not the c be pronounced hard in 
Jdomachy^ or fciamachy (asitfhould rather be)? and 

if 



Chap. VIII. CoNsoNAMrTs: 91 



* ■* 



C Final. 

Formerly c was not ufed as a |5nal 
letter, probably becaufc it was thought 
doubtful in what manner it fhould be 
pronounced in fuch a fituation ; this af 
Jeaft is the re&foh afijgned by Dr, Jahn^ 
fon, who retains the .final -ck in every 
inftance*. But I fufpeft that thi$ or- 
thography was origin&Hy efta,bli&ed on 
account of the final i % which anciently 
followed thefc letters j a$ ivijlicke, blocke* 
muficke. As long as that vowel retained 
Stny fotmd,its regular, eflsft, without the 
intervention of k 9 would have been to 
foften the c ; and even if the c had been 
doubled to mark the fhprtnefs of the 
preceding vowel, the latter c would have 
been foftened by e : : the only alternative 
was to write ik, or xk* and the latter was 
preferred, being moreover a compromife, 
in moft cafes, between the found and the 

if fo, ought we not to write Jkiamaehy for the fame 
reafon ttjkepiic? 

* He fays, cc C, having no determinate found ac- 
cording to Eii|Ufh orthography, never ends a word." 

etymology. 
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etymology. But the final e has long been 
filent, and has fince i)een dropped from 
fuch terminations : the neceflity for the 
$ being thereby removed, that letter has 
gradually been dropped alfo : -and now, 
be it right or wrong, domineering cuftom 
will have the k omitted, in fpiteof the re- 
monftrances orprotefts of grammarians, 
ft is generally agreed to write demoniac % 
projhic, mufic, critic, &c; inftead of demo-* 
nidck,proJkick, mufkk, critick, &c. Words 
of one fyllable, however, univerfally re- 
tain the -ok, z.%Jlick,Jick, &c. and for tfoi$ 
reafbri : where a finglcletter fbrmsa fourth 
or fifth part of *■ whole word, the eye is 
not eafily Reconciled to the lofs of it : thefe 
will, therefore, prbbably continue to.be 
written as they are at prefent ; but fome 
few larger words, which have held out 
fomething longer than their fellows, will 
perhaps, in time, fuffer a fimilar re- 
trenchment; 2& arrack, barrack, carrack, 
frolick, garlick, haddock, paddock, hillock, 
bullock, hemlock, hammock, Jhamrock, cap* 
Jock, mattock, buttock, puttock : it is ob- 
fervable that the words in -ock form the 

chief 
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chief part of thofe which retain the k ; 
and that none ^hich retain it are of a 
greater length than two fyllables. The 
obje&ibn to removing the k from mono- 
fyllablev operates in part upon diflylla- 
bles 5 but the very- numerous polyfylla- 
bles in ack and kk, which /firft invited 
the innovation, have fwept away with 
them almoft all the diflyllables of. thpfc 
forms. There arenopolyfyllables in -ocki 
whence, I imagine, arifes the difference 
with refpeft to the diflyllables of that 
form. Words compounded with mono*- 
fyllables'ending in ck pteferve that or* 
thograpliy, as candle/tick, Iaughingjtock, 
plane fflrucli. - "■''■"■■ : : - •"■ ■ > } - ■"-' 
; " ■'• " Silent.': ; 

' ■■ r. 

C is filent in czar, czarina, viStualf, 
tndift. ' ; 

• 

Like in. 

C fometimes takes the found of fb\ 

as in pincers*, and "always before * : er 

i, when another vowel immediately fok- 

lows them, as in delicious, conference*, effi* 

cient, ocean yfpecial, herbaceous, &C.** 7 ^ 

f f ... » . . .»,, 

* Unlefs the &ii vowel be accehted, as in fcienU, 
Jhiety. 

Like 
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- - » 

Like tch, 

In vermicelli and violoncello : this is 
only the Italian pronunciation retained. 
Some affe& to pronounce concerto in the 
fame manner ; and others pronounce the 
two former words cxa&ly in the Engliflj 
way. C is fpoken ufually like z in Jar 
crifice. 

CH 

Is regularly pronounced like tjh ; and 
even when / is inferted before it in ter- 
minations, the found remains the fame; 
thus latch and detach > ditch and rich, much 
and crutch, found perfectly alike in this 
refpedt. The infertion of. / before ch in 
other fituations, as in the words fatche/, 
dut chefs, dutchy, &c. in defiance of the 
etymology, is owing to one of the rules 
of quantity in our language (fee Part III. 
Ch. ii. and iii.); for as ch belongs en- 
tirely to the fecond fyllable, the preced- 
ing a or u would be long, unlefs fup- 
ported by the / ; thusfa-chel would be 
fpoken as we pronounce the name Ra-cheL 

So 
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$0 that in fuch words we have virtually 
tfcc:effe£t of two //; one written, the j<l< h 4 
other implied in the cb, thus, fat-tjhel: J 

whcp xb begins a word, this found of t 
i* ufually Jieard with it alfo, as in cfance, 
cheer, child, &c. The exceptions will * 
be given below* 



Like $n. 



m 1 * 



CH, when it follows 7 or n, is pro-* 
notraced exactly lilut Jh, as in belch, filch, 
branch, bench, finch, punch, &c. In ft lew 
words it has this found in other fitua- 
tions; as in the words chagrin, cbaife\ 
chamade, champdgne, cbampigtfoti, chande- 
lier, chaperon, charlatan, chevalier, chev- 
rm, chicane,- capuchin, car touch, machine. 
It is evident that the pronunciation fc 
borrowed, in-thcfe inftances, from the 
French- 

Like K. 

* , » * • 

CH is pronounced like k, in the be- 
igifcnlng ot thefe words : chalcography, 
chalice, chalybeate, chameleon, chamon^ji, 
chocs, character, chart, chafm, chemijlry or 
,1 /'■ 2 " dtymiftry, 
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cbymiftry, cherfintfe, chimera, chirogrdphyt 
chiromancy, chlorofis, cboler, c b or us, chord j. 
tbofijler, chorography, chyle: infhe mid-e 
die Of thefe words, anchor y anchoret, xa* 
cbexy, catecbifm, catechumen, echinus^ edo^ 
tpocha, ichor, machination; machimji* , me.-* 
cbanic, orchejlra or or chejire, technical: ia 
the end of thefe, ach\,ajtarch, conch, dip* 
ticb, epoch, eunuch; betrfijlich, berefiarcb, 
hierarchy loch, '■ ma/lkb, monarch, penta- 
##4*. \ftomacfr. It is always . fo pro-* 
flounced when followed by r, as in 
Cbrift,. chromatic, &c. : alfo when it fol- 
io w$ x, as in fcheme,fcb$olf &€•- 
* Arch-, in the beginning of £ word, if 

regularly pronounced if foll<j)Y c 4 , \>Y* a 
confonant, as arc hit/hop, &c.^ bu^likc 
i, if followed by & Vowei, as in, fifchan*. 
gel, archives* architefaj&sctZ archer and 
archery excepted. .rL ... \ 

• • . ..... ^ 

• Hot fo machine, with its other derivatives* 



W # -• 



, t The plural, aches, is often a diflyl^ablc in poetry 
With the cb regularly ipokeri. The ^ofdi is no# 
* frequently written ake^ ' ' ■-'"<»■ / - ; >'. k* 
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ch other wife Irregular*. 

Jt is ufually pronounced like fu in 
choir* and like dge in ojlrrch * \ and even 
like / \Tiftornachk : it is dropped in the 
pronunciation oifebeduk^fch^m, drachm* 
yacht* 

This, letter has one uniform founds 

» ■ ^ . . . ^ 

which is heard in dog* rod. draw* &c. and 
but few anomalies* It has great affinity 
to /> into which it is often changed: thus 
we fay often learnt for tearfied, leant fa? 
leaned, meant for meaned, burnt fax burned*. . 
&c. the e being fupprftfTed, and the 4 
changed into t. This efFed: takes place 
often in pronunciation, when the ortho- 
graphy is not afFe&ed by it : t;hjls, in $ 
word juft ufed above, we fay fupprjjl) 
though we write JupprtJeJ. The prefe* 
tits of the verbs in -efs are the fame aji 
their paffive participles % but the follq^r 
4ng diftindlion feems tp be nearly efta- 
bliihedj that when the word is ufed ^s a 
preterit, we ^vrite it at iull jtengtb, jpt 

* Shakfpeare has written it tflri4gt> 

H according 
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according to its regular formation : " He 
blejjed or blefsd his children/' But when 
it is a participle, the other orthography 
takes place : 

cc Bleft in thy genius, in thy love too lleft" 

Pop*. 

In both fituations, it is fpoken exadtly 
as if it were written in the latter way ; 
except fomctimes in very folemn enun- 
ciation, when the ed is fpoken diftin&ly. 
The fame obfervation may be extended 
to all verbs terminated by -/}, the pre- 
terits and participles of which, in com- 
mon ufe, are fpoken as if they ended 
in^, even when Written according to 
the regular orthography. Faffed, amaffed, 
miffed, difmijfed, croffed, difcujfed, are pro- 
nounced, paji, amaft, mifi, difmifi, crof, 
difcuft ; though only the firft and fifth of 
them are ever written in that form. This 
rule affedts alfo all words in which the 
formative termination --ed follows c, cb, 
f, k, p,Jh,x\ thus for placed, pronounced, 
fnatched, impeached, puffed, roofed, cracked, 
trapped, fnapped, f/bed> vexed, perplexed, 
: . 10 wa 
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We con flan tly fay, though we feldom 
write, plact, pronounct, Jhatcb't, im- 
peach' t, pujpt, rooft, cruckt, trapt,fnapt, 
fijh't, vext, perplex' t. The found of/, 
even when produced by other letters, has 
the fame effed: : thus we fay laugh' t, 
cough 9 1 9 and triumph' t, for laughed, Cough- 
id, and triumphed*. 

D Silent. 

D, between two other confonants, is 
not heard in common fpeaking j as ia 
grand/on, handfome, landlord, bandbox, 
land/cape, worldly : it is filent alfo in Jtadt- 
holder. Both d and the vowel following 
it are loft in ordinary and extraordinary. J 

D is not heard before ge in termina- 
tions ; as in badge, wedge, bridge, lodge, 
drudge, &c. Its office in that iituation 
is merely to fhorten the preceding vowel, 
which would otherwife be lengthened by 
the final e : bage would rhyme to cage, 
wege Xojiege. 

* More to this effeft, in a grammatical point of 
view, may be found in the grammar prefixed to Dr. 
Johnfon's Di&ionary, under irregular verbs. 

H 2 V/oft- 
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D foftened. 

D is foftened into a found very much 
refembKng that of the foft g or j, in 
grandeur, foldier : in verdure alfo, and 
reduce* and other words fo terminated, 
this found is often given to the d; but 
I do not know that it is a pronunciation 
which we ought to approve. 

This cohfonattt has an invariable found, 
except in the one word of, where it is 
pronounced like v. This probably is 
meant to diftiftguifh it in found from off, 
from Which, in writing it is fufficiently 
diftiiiguiflied by the fingle/. F is fre- 
quently doubled in terminations ; zsjiajf, 
feoff, rebuff , &c. It has been obferved 
that it commodioufly precedes / and r -, 
as in fty, from, &c. : it may be added, 
that it no lefs commodioufly follows 
them ; as in elf, fetf, wolf, fcarf, turf, 
&c. The pofleflivc cafe of calf is ufually 
pronounced like the plural, though not fo 
written j calf s bead, prtttiotinccd tahes- 
bead. 

§ 5. 
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-§5. G Regular, 

G, like c, has two regular fbqnds : 
the one hard, as in game, grand, &c. 
the other fp ft, as in genius, ginger, &c. : 
* the latter it has fegularly f when fol- 
lowed by eoriory; the former, in all 
Qthar fituatiqnfi. If we were to ana- 
lyfe the foft found, we fhould fcy that 
it is compofed of 4 and thp French found 
of/ ; which is one reafpn that if is fp cqhi- 
modioufly reprefented, in fopie cgfes, by 
<^r f as we have feea above. G is foft 
before a in the one word gaol, and it? 
derivatives. 

Exceptions* 
O bprd before t. 

In gear, geefe, geld, get, gewgaw. When 
doubled, as in ragged, /bagged, &c. dag- 
ger, Jhyaggtr* ficc. $ alfo in fojnc other 
word6 terminated in rger with fiaglc £ 5 
viz. anger, auger, conger, eager, finger, 
linger, longer, meager (if fo fpclt, which 

H 3 I think 
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I think it ought not)*, monger, Jlronger % 
tiger y younger ; alfo longejl, &c. and in 
fome words ending in '-get, as forget, 
iargetj alfo in together. G is foft', though 
doubled, infuggejt. 

G hard before I, 

In gibberifh, giddy, gift, gig t giggle, 
gild, gill (of a fifh), gimlet, gimp, gird, 
girdle, girl, girth, give, gizzard, begin, 
forgive, pblogijlon -j-. G doubled is hard 
before i as well as before e -, as in wag* 
gift, fiuggijh, &c. noggin, &c, rigging* 
&gg*ng> &c," 

* See Part IV. Chap. iii. 

+ N. B. Dr. Johnfon has gpnfidered g as regu- 
larly hard before /. This is contrary to the ufuaj 
praftice : and his lift oiF exceptions, confidered in 
that light, is imperfeft. Our mode of pronouncing 
Latin pray * n feme c ?f e § guide us to the proper Yule 
refpe&ipg our own language j for having loft fight 
of the ancient rules, we pronounce it according to 
the genius of our Englifh ipeech : now, in fpeaking 
•Latin, we invariably make g foft before i. Dr. 
Johnfon'srule vould miflead in all words terminated 
in -£/»/, &e. , < 

G hard 
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G bard before Y. 

Whatever effect is produced by /, mult 
naturally be produced alfo byy, when a 
vowel. That g is properly foft before y § 
is evinced by the many words terminated 
in -gy ; as elegy, prodigy, &c. &c. It is 
hardened in this cafe alfo by being dou-. 
bled ; as in Jhaggy, boggy, muggy, &c. 
Other exceptions are, gymnajiic, gymnic* , 
gymnojpermous , gyneocracy, becaufe de- 
rived from Greek ; gyre, and pechaps 
gyi)e : but of this latter word I doubt. 

G after n. 

G following n coalefces with it in a 
peculiar manner, forming a found in 
which it is not eafy to difcern the genu- 
ine power of either letter. Of this more 
is faid under Nj p. 113. etfeq. In fome 
provincial dialedts, this final g is more 
diftinftly fpoken than it is among cor- 
rect fpeakers ; which mode of pronun- 
ciation founds as if the g were doubled, 
thus, Jing-g, bring-g. 

* Concerning thefe two words I doubt a little of 
the pra&ice, though not of the propriety. 

H 4 G Silent. 



a ©4 Ofttehn* TER8, Vi*tf< 

G Silent: 

G before n± in the beginning of a wbrd t 
is not pronounced * as gnajh, gnat\ gno- 
mon, &c> It is alfo filent before the fame 
letter in terminations *, as in arraign, qf. 
Jign\ benign, foreign, reign, impugn. A 
few words thus terminated, from not 
being current in common difcourfe, are 
rather of doubtful pronunciation ; as im- 
fregt?,expugn, oppugn, propugn : but ana- 
logy demands that the three laft (hould 
be fpoken as the word of the fame form 
already noticed f impugn J certainly js A 
hataefy, as if the termination were -pune* 
it feems, therefore, that impregn ihould 
tfe prortctanced l iniprene ; but impregnate is 
gehfraJfy tiled For it* in which the g is 
'fdlty ^onotataced. When the termina- 
tions -arif, -tttion, or ~ity,zxt added to 
Words of this form, the found of the g 
return s, as in mblignant, malignity, be- 
nignity*, ajfigndiion, refignation. Othefr 

* Benignant is not in the Di&ionary.— Surely we 
have, or ought to have, the word. 

derivatives 



i 

\ 
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derivatives leave the g ftill mutes as 
ile/igner, deigning, defigned, &c. In two 
terminations g is filent before m ; apo- 
phthegm, phlegm : but this is not a rule* 
for in diaphragm and paradigm it is pro- 
fc&unced $ and alfo in the derivative 
phlegmatic. G is filent al^> m bagnio* 
Jlgnior, pbyfiognomy, oglio, ftcogmxante, 
feraglio, intaglio : in poignant and Cham- 
pignon, not only the g is fuppreffed, but 
the found of / is introduced after the n, 
in imitation of the French mode of pro- 
fiouncing • poiniant, Champvmon. 

gh and GtoT. 

Many words terminate in gh, in which 
fituatioa thofe letters doubdefs were ori- 
ginally the mark of the guttural afpirate, 
a found long loft entirely among the in- 
habitants of the fouthern parts of Britain. 
It is ftill retained bywir northern neigh- 
bours, who utter thefe letters, efpecially 
when followed by /, with a found which 
we cannot readily imitate. For this Tea- 
ion gh is wholly filent with us in general* 
a$ in daughter, dough, high, night, Jlougb 

9 (when 
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(when it means a miry place), taught, .&c 
fyc. ; and may properly be confidered as 
being regularly fo. But the lofs of the 
true found of thefe letters has given occa- 
sion to a number of ftrange and irregular 
rfubftitutions *• Thus the g is audibly 
pronounced, and the h dropped, in burgh, 
burgher, burgher/hip. The found of f is 
.heard; in chough, cough *f, enough, laugh, 
rough, Jlough (afkin), tough, trough; alfo 



* Sigh is by fome perfons pronounced as if writ- 
ten with tb'yZ pronunciation which our theatres have 
adopted. Spenfer has written it fythe, and, rhymed 
it to hlythe, which, differs from the theatrical mode, 
pnjy in giving the foft found to th inftead of the 
bard. See Spenfer's Colin Clout, line 23. In fome 
other places he fpells it fight. 

f Cough and trough appear to have been otherwife 
fpoken in the days of Ben. yon/on, unlefs the fol- 
lowing aflertion arofe from a little inattention ; 
" The g founds juft nothing in trough, cough, &c. ; 
only the writer was at leifure to add a fuperfluous 
letter, as there are too many in our pfeudography." 
Englifli Grammar, Chap. IV.— He .feems to have 
thought that the mere omiffion of g would correct 
the inaccuracy entirely. The words of Smith, which 
he quotes, will bear another conftrudion* 



in 
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in the colloquial life of draught * ; and 
always in draughts, as a game. Draugb 
is once corruptly written in Shakfpeare 
for draff, and rhymed to laugh. The 
found of k is given to gh in hough, lough, 
(hough ; in the one word hiccough, the 
found of p is very corruptly given to 
thefe letters . Drought was written drowth 
by Milton *f : and the word is fometimes 
ib pronounced at this day. In other, fi- 
tuations gh -has merely the found of the 
•hard g, as in agbaft, ghafily, ghoji, gber* 
kin, 

G like French g or j.' • 

G is fo proncmnced in the word rouge : 
which indeed is ftill fpoken altogether as 

* In poetry this word ufually rhymes to thofe in 
which gh is wholly filent : • - 

<c Delicious wines th* attending heralds brought, 
** The gold gave luftre to die purple draught." 

Pope's Odyffiy. 

yufo, ■. "'• 

" Thfe filh were in his net, he (aw them caught", 
i Q Yet his mean foul'refus'd to take the draught." 

Dryden. 

t Par. Loft, vii.66. 

i 

a French 
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« French word. This is the found which, 
in fome foliations, is a/Turned by the let- 
ter/— -See/ like the French foft g or j 
below,- p. 127. 

$.6. .H. 

H is a mere note of afpiration, and is 
irregular only in being foraetimes with- 
out effect ; as in thefe initials, btir 9 bo~ 
ne/i, honour, hofyital, herb* hour, bumur 
•hsjtier : fame pronounce bumble in likt 
manner. In herbage I think it is ufuslly 
pronounced, though fupprefled in herb : 
nor is it dropped in boraU horary, &c. 
though it is in hour> the origin of which 
is the fame. After c and g, bis filent in 
feme inftances (fee the articles cb and 
ghj. Indeed I do not know that proper-* 
\y it can -ever be &id to be pronounced 
after r, or eren after f} for though it 
certainly affetfts in fome manner the found 
of the preceding letter, the true found of 
b is not heard there. It is evident that, 
in chance and Jhe/I, the b has not the found 
that it has in bat and hence. The fame 

obfervation 



» 
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obfervation may be applied to it, when it 
follows t orp*. 

H is always filent when it follows Jt 
in the beginning of a word, as in rbap- 
fody, rhetoric, rhyme, &c. and elfe where 
in the fame fyllable, zsjkirrbus* 

It is alfo filent when a final letter, as 
in ah, hah, hallelujah, catarrh, myrrh, 
MeJJiab, Jirrah, and even oh, except in 
violent and fudden exclamations* The 
rules to afcertain its efFe&s, when united 
with c, g, p, s, or t, are given under thofe 
confonants refpedtively. 

If we examine h in middle fyllables, 
we fhall find it filent in Jhepherd, but 
not fo in other words of a fimilar form* 
as goat-herd, neat-herd. In the com- 
pounds of bill and houfe, colloquial haftc 
fometimes fuppreffes the b, as in dunghill, 
green-boufe, play-boufe. It is filent in 
ipecacuanha. 

y confonant being almoft uniformly 

* They are, however, all ampliations. H is an af- 
piration from the throat alone ; ch and Jb from the 
roof of the mouth ; th through the teeth ; and pb 
through the teeth and under lip. 

pronounced 
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pronounced like foft g, does not require a 
feparate fe&ion. It is fpoken like y in 
hallelujah. 

§7- K. 

K has uniformly the hard found of c* 
It fupplies the place of c, where that letter 
would be foftened by the following vow- 
el, as in teen, ken, king, &c. ; and, accord- 
ing to Dr. Johnfon, injkirrhus zxAJkeptic* 
This neceflity not appearing in kalendar, 
that word is now written calendar. It is 
joined with n in the beginning of many 
words, but is wholly filent in that fitua- 
tion : ex. knack, knee, knight $ know, 
knuckle. K is never doubled ; but c is 
introduced before it, when the effedt of 
the double letter is required, as in cockle, 
truckle, &c. 

It is often a final letter. Concerning 
the omiflion of it after c in pollyfylla-' 
bles, according to the modern orthogra- 
phy, enough has been faid under c final 
(p. 91.)* I' never follows a fingle vowel 
in terminations, but often a diphthong, 
as aw, ea, oa, ee, ie 9 oo 9 in hawk, beak, 

breaks 
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break, cloak, feek, jhriek, look, &C« 6cc. 5 
and fome confonants, namely, c, I, n, r,f 
in back,Jlick, bilk, f Ik, thank, think, dark, 
fork, ajk, rijk, &c. 

§ 8. L. 

This letter 'has no irregularity, except 
that of being fuppreffed in the found of 
fome words, as in almond, calf, calve, 
chaldron, falcon, folk, fufil, halfer, half, 
halve, malmfey,falmon,falve *, folder, tal~ 
hot (a hound) ; alfo in the three kindred 
-words could, Jhould, and would; and be- 
tween a and k in terminations, as balk, 
calk, chalk, /talk, talk, walk. L is filent //,. 
alfo between a and m in terminations t 
ex. alms, balm, calm, palm, pfalm, qualm, 
Jhalm (written alfo Jhawm) '. 

In fault the / is fometimes pronounced, 
and fometimes dropped, as will appear 
from thefe quotations : 

Before his (acred name flies ev'ry fault, 
And each exalted ftanza teems with thought ! 

Pope'j EJf. on Crit. 422. 

V 

' * Not in to falve. See Part IV. Chap, u 

So 
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So Dryden : 

For he that but conceives a crime in thought* 
Contra&s the danger of afi z&ual fault. 

But Dr. King : 

Which of our thrum-»cap'd anceftors found fault) 
For want of fugar**engs, or fpoons for fait?* 

The /is fometimes fupprefled in the fub- 
ftantive vault, but not in the verb to vault. 

In palmijlry and pfalmift, though de- 
rived from words in the above lifts, the 
/ is ufually pronounced* 

Le impure, at the end of a word, has 
an obfcure and very peculiar found j not 
as if the e were tranfpofed, as happens to 
re in the fame fituation ; but as if it were 
cut off: thus able, bundle, circk, &c f 
found ail, bundl, cirri, or nearly fo (fee 
pp. 17. and 120.). 

§ 9. M. 

This* letter is ftill more regular than 
the preceding. In compt and accotnpt, 

* Pope* I think) conftantly rhymes it in the for- 
mer way ; as to ought> Effay on Man, I. 69. taught, 
Mor. Eff. II. 21 1. fiught 3 Ham. II V* 15. Jtfauli, 
©unc. IV. 485; 

While 
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while that orthography prevailed, both 
m zndp were fuppreffed in the pronun- 
ciation, and the found of n introduced j 
conformably to which pra&ice the words 
are now written count and account. Comp- 
troller* when ufed as the title of a pdrfoti 
in office, is ftill written with mp ; but is 
pronounced the fame as when written 
cpntroller, which it is when it merely 
dgnifies one who controls or governs* 

§ 11. N. 

1 / 

N has two founds, the one & thinner 
and harder, fuch as is heard in men, name* 
&c. which may be called its regular 
found, and has by fome been confidered 
as its invariable one * ; the other duller* 
and fomething guttural, which is heard 
in king, thank, &c.-f\ For the former no 
rules are neceiTary : the latter takes place 
generally before the letters c hard, g hard, 

♦Dr. Johnfoo, Dift. and Grammar prefixed. 

f The great Wallis very carefully defines the dif- 
ference of thefe founds, and defcribes the adion or* 
tiie organs in the formation of each* Gram. Ling. 
AngU p. 164 
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k, q, x, alfo cb hard, as in ancle, uncle, 
bang, thank, rankle, banquet, conquer, 
phalanx ; lynx % anchor, conch. It may be 
obferved that when g follows the. n> 
the found feems accurately enough ex- 
prefTed; but that, in the other cafes, the 
found of g feems to be interpofed be- 
tween the n ^nd the other letter, as ung- 
cle, tbang-k, cong-quer. . Even g may be 
pronounced fo hard a5 to leave the gut- 
tural found of n, or the compound found 
of n g, feparate thus, Jing-g ; as in fome 
provincial dialedts (fee page 103a), This 
efFe& takes place regularly, where -the 
hard g after n is wanted to begin a fubfe T 
quent fy liable; in which we have therefore 
the found, as it were, of twQ^'s, the 0119 
melted into the n, the other diftinft ; as 
in angle, pronounced ang-gle ; languijh, 
.pronounced lang-guifh ; jinger, pronounc- 
edjing-ger ; incongruous, pronounced *»- 
cong~gruous ; banquet, pronounced bang- 
quet. But where a termination is added 
! to a word ending with g, as the word 
and the acceflfary fyllable ilill remain fe- 
parate in pronunciation* the former found 

only 
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duly is heard; as in finger ', bringeftl ting* 
ingy hanging, pronounced fing-er,' bring* 
eft, ring-ingy hang-ing *. 

It muft be obferved, that this found 
is not ever heard before c, ch, or g> when 
fbft, is ancient, anchovy, angel*, aiftri this 
circumftance forms a principal diflferfcnc'6 
in found' bet weznfing znd finge, fitting and 
fwirtge, fpring and Jpringe -j* I The ' gut- 
tural found is feldom heard in length, and 
jirength. Words compounded witli con- 
and un- before g, &c. do not fakS.thd 

guttural found of n, except congregate, 
congruous, conquer, and their derivatives. 
iVis iilent when it follows m in ater* 
mination, as condemn, hymn,folemn, &c.y 
nor is it ever pronounced in the article 
. an, when it is followed by an afpirated 
h: it feems therefore an abfurdity to pre- 

. *Soifte comparatives and fuperlativfcs rge&this 
rule, as long-ger,Jirong-ger, young-geft, &c. from long % 
Jirong, and young ; but probably they were fo lpokcn 
at firft, from ignorance of this analogy, 

■- f This makes a difference in their derivatives alfo^ 
thus fpringy, coming from fpring, (hould have the 
guttural found fpring-y ; .if it come $$*& firing*} it 
fhould be fpokcti fprin-gy. 

I 2 fix 
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fix it to words beginning with b, except 
when that letter is mute. 

% 
% 

§ 12. P. 

« 

This confonant is mute in a few 
words, as in receipt ; and in accompt, 
when fo written (fee p. 113.); in pja/m, 
ptifan, and the prefix pfeudo. In cup- 
board it is ufually afiimilated with the b, 
as if it were written cubboard. Between 
m and / the letter p is generally fup- 
preffed; yet it is not a fault to pronounce 
it : :, ex. attempt, exempt, prompt, &c. y 

alfo empty, peremptory, fempjlrefs, fumptu- 
eus, redemption: it is lilent alio in rajp* 
berry. P and s are dropped in corps, a 
. body of troops (fee p. 128.). 

PH 

- Is regularly pronounced like f, as in 
phlegm, philofophy, phojphorus, phrenfy, 
&c- ; but it has, in nephew, phial, and 
Stephen, the found of v : in apophthegm, 
it is ufually dropped entirely, and in 
phtbific } but in phthifs, if I , miflake 

no*;. 
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not, both the ph and th are di'ftin&ly 
pronounced. In fappbirc, notWithftari€U 
ing the p is doubled, no found bui that 
of jT is heard : in aphelion, the h being 
afpirated diflindtly on account of the 
etymology, we have the effedt of tw6 &'$, 
. apb-betton. 

*» ■ ' ■ ■ . ' '. ■ 

QJ»s the found of , cw •, and. might 
indeed vefy well b? fpar«4^ except for 
its ufe in pointing out the etymology. of 
th? words which retain it. But Xb\w* 
dance would be a very pardonable. fault* 
were the ufage conftant and regular ** 

♦ Ben Jonfon, and Smith, whom he quotes, are 
therefore bnnecefiarily indignant againft this letter. 
The former feys, "The Englifh Savons knew not this 
halting ^ with her waiting woman 4 after her/' 
But Smith Is ftill more angry: " Eft litera roendica, 
fuppofititia, yere fervilis, manca, et decrepita ; et fine 
#, tanquam bacillo, nihil potcft j et cum u nihil valet 
amplius quam k" In the French language this com- 
plaint would be more juilk, where qu founds merely 
like k. In pur old law French, q is not fo fervile ; for . 
it is often written without the u ; there we find qe 
for quty fi for qui, &C. 

I 3 . Qis 
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Qis never fopnd without its attendant u : 
but we have too many words i n which, ia 
imitation of the French pronunciation, 
qu has pierely the found of k, as antique y 
Conquer, and conqueror (but not CQnquefiJ 9 
coquet, liquor, harlequin, oblique (but not 
obliquity J 9 opaque (written alfo op#kej, 
tnafquerade, pacquet*, lacquey, checquer % 
r if que, piquant, pique, piqquet, burlefque, 
grotefque, cafque, tnofque, quadrille, quoth % 
qupit, » quater-cou/in: quoif is written as 
well as fpoken coif, except by Shakfoeare, 
and fome other old writers. £>yofe and 
quotation are by fomfc perfons fpoken in a 
fimilar manner *, but it is not eafy to fay 
why, and it introduces an unneceflary 
fimilarity between quote and cqat* -§{ue, 
which appears often in the abpve Jift aa 
a termination, is evidently of French ori- 
ginal; and fhould, I think, bedifmiffed, 
except where the foreign found adheres 
%o fome other letters alfo, and then i( 
plight ufefully be retained for the fake of 
diftinftion : thus in pique and antique 

* Pacquet y and the thfee following words, are 
fpelt by Johnfon packet, lackey, checker, riji. , 

*the 
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the French form may be kept, to mark 
that the / is pronounced in the French 
way ; but oblique, which has "learned "to. 
conform to the Englifli pronunciation,* 
would more conveniently be written ob- 
like, as opaque is generally written opake. • / 
In cafque, the -que muft be preferved, to 
diftinguifli the word in writing from' 
cafk : but rijk is written, by Dr. John- 
fon, for rifque ; and there feems to be no 
reafon why we fhould not alfo write bur- 
lejk and grdtejk ; except that, for want of 
ufe, the eye is offended at their forms. 
We may afk alfo, why, fince we have 
the word majk, we fhould not alfo write" 
majkerade? Sometimes, indeed, mq/que- 
rode is pronounced with the regulgr found 
of qUyin which cafe there is »o objection * 
to the form of it. Cirque is written by 
Pope and others for circus $ cinque is re- ; 
tained as a technical word at fome games, 
and in cinque-foil, cinque-ports, cinque- 
fpotted: in thefe inftanges the q founds 
Jike i. 
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§ 14* R - 

R has but Few x irregularities. — Re 
impure, at the end of a word, founds 
like er faintly pronounced: thus fibre, 
fabre, acre, maugre, fepulchre, centre, 
found as fiber, faber, aker, mauger (with 
g hard), fepulker, center; -rue, in the 
word confirm, is often corruptly pro- 
nounced in the fame manner, conjler: -ron, 
in apron, citron, iron,faffron, is fometimes 
alfo corruptly and carelefsly pronounced 
like urn ; apurn, cit-urn, turn, faffurn. 
But fuch examples are obferved rather 
that they may he avoided than imitated. 

R does not perfedly unite with long 
vowels and diphthongs preceding it, but 
retains fomething of the found of er or 

* 

ar : hence it is that the monofyllables 
bare % bear, and hair, found very like the 
cliffy liable prayer ; hour like power, which 
is the caufe of that which is obferved iqt 
page 80. ; beer, fear, like freer ; fire like 
flyer \ oar, door, fore, like rower ,fiower*; 
cure like brewer: and hence it has been 

• Pope writes fow'r, for four. 

Mor. EJf. h 156, &c. 

ufual 



Chap/ VIII. Consonant*. 

ufual to write fiery and wiery for firy and 
wiry*. Shakfpeare feems to have ufed 
dearly as a triflyllable in this paffage : 

" In both our armies there is piany a foul 
♦< Shall £ay full 4fr*r/p for this encounter. 9 ' 

i Hen. IV. Ad v. Sc, i. 

§15. S. 

The proper found of this confonant 
is that of a ftrong hiffing, as in fale, 
fend7jifter, &c. ; but it very frequently is 
changed for the duller found of z. Other 
po wears are occafionaliy. given to it, which 
We muft endeavour to reduce to fottic 
rule, - 

Sliiez. 

■ 

It is £0 pronounced, 
I. When a final letter, as Bis, was, &c. 
except, 

1 . In words derived from Greek or 
Latin, z$Atlas,Boreas, dipfas, ery- 

fipelas, metropolis, fcirefacias, &c, 

2. In words terminated in -*V, -ous $ 
or -#* ; ex. this, tennis, port* . 
cullis, pious, zealous, us, thus* 

* Sec Part IV. Chap, iii. under the word wiry* 

3. After 
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3. Afte» * hard,y> g h&rd, k,p%pb,oi, 
t: ex. optics, phyjics, and 9II the 
plurals of the nouns jn ~ic, briefs,. 

P u ff s * g u {ft> co g s * bunks, Jlocks, 
chops 9 dumps,, triglyphs, oats, and 
the plurals of nouns, and third 
perfons lingular of verbs, termi- 
nated in the above letters ; and 
even in the termination -es after 
* ' ' ■ . thefe letters, if the e be filent, as 
in jakes, lakes, cates, gates, &c. 
• /l. Alfp in the following words : alas, 
arras, bias^Gandlemas , Cbriflmas, 
and the othef compoufads of thaft; 
copperas, dowlas, yes : in all thefe 
exceptions, s, though final, has 
its own ftrong hiffing found, 
II. S is pronounced like z, when it 
ftands between two vowels : 
Except, 
j . In words compounded with dif* 
or mif-, as difappoint, mifappre- 
bend, &c. or be-, as be/eenf, be- 
Jide, befet f &c. : difea/e ?done has 
tjie/in iif» lijce v. 
2. Except alfo in the terminations 

9 ~*fty% 
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-ofity, -Jis, ^five, -fome, :-fory ; as 
curiofity, pompojity 9 crifis, em- 
pbafis, evafiveyperfuafive, notfome* 
Jita/bry, delufory, &c . The folio w- 
■ 1 . ihg words terminatedin>-/0«, ba~ 
, Jbn y bent/cm 9 caparifon, companion, 
garrifon, mafon, unifon ; and the 
fpllowing in rjy,. apojfofy, argojy, 
- cwrtefy 9 hertjy; bypocrijy, phan- 
tajy, poefyy prophefy, have alfo the 
f hard . and ; ftrong. 
3. The s. between two vowels is alfo 
Jiard,in many words ending in -Je 9 
vte. thefe m+afe 9 a baje 9 bafe 9 cafe, 
debdfe 9 ebafe 9 erafe: thefe in -eqfe, 
geafe, cr^afe 9 decea/e 9 deereafe 9 in* 
creafe, Jeafe* rekdfe : in -*/?, 
-geefe 9 obtfe : in -ife 9 anife 9 ctmcife, 
fnortife, para&ife 9 precife ; praftife t 
promife r thefe in -ofe 9 dofe, goofe, 
/oo/e, ; purpo/e r metamcrpbofe : and 
all words derived from Latin ad- 
jectives in -c/ifs,2L$jocofe> verbofe, 
» fee. :. <in -<rije 9 tortoife : in -ou/e, 
cboufe, doufe 9 groufe* Jbu/e, &c. : 
jin -ufe 9 abftrufe, obtufe, profufe, 
Ttcluft ; and in the derivative^ of 

thefe 
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theie ending in -j£r, &c. as ifc- 

Aj/£r, promifer> v &c. 

. , N# B. Some nouns and verbs, not 

enumerated in the above lift, 

are diftinguifhed from each other 

by the different founds of/m the 

. final -fe; thus greqfe 19 fpoken 

withy hard * to greafe> with the 

found of z: fo, chfe, and to chfei 

houfe, and to boufe ; hufe, and to 

Ioufe; moufe y and to moufe; abufe, 

and to abufei excufe> and to excuje; 

refufe, and to refuft )i dtffufe, and 

to diffufei ufiy and to ufe; rife % 

.'. zndto.rt/e: the/ being in every 

inftance hard in the fubftantive, 

and like % in the verb. 

4. Laftly, f is hard between two 

vowels in the following words ; 

q/ide, a/under, afylum, defign, de- 

jignation, dejift, dejblate, defuU 

tory f dyfentery, mefentery, nafal y 

nuifance, pre/age, prejuppofe, obei- 

fance, refearcb, refettle, refufci- 

tate, rijible, faufage. . 

III. S is pronounced like z, when it 

comes before my as in cofmetic, 

3 cofmo- 
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cofmography j difmal, pijmire, &c. 
but not properly in dif may, dif mem- 
ber, dif mount, difmifs, on account 
of the analogy of die particle dis: 
always in terminations, as cbafm % 
prifm? tbeifm, &c. 
IV. Laftty, it has this found in fome 
other words not fo eafily clafled ; 
namely, ab/blve, cleanfe, clumjy, 
crimfon %t flimJy f bujband, boufewife, 
mujlin 9 palfy> pbrenjy, prejbyter* 
tanjy, whimfical, wifdom : f be- 
tween the diphthong ow and a 
vowel, falls under Rule II. the v> 
being there a vowel ; as in advow* 
fon y drowjy, &c. fee page 42. 
Even^takes the found of z in bit/far $ 

& u Jfr> p°j € f s *fojf ars * as does fc in dif* 
cern> 

SH. 

Sh has a peculiar found, not ftri&ly 
formed of the letters which compofe its 
written form, but of the letteryj joined 
with an afpiration different from that of 
by as above remarked in page 108- The 
hiffing of the fingle letter / ii thinner, 

and 
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9iid feeins confined to the opening of 
the teeth ; that oijh is groffer or thicker, 
and feems to be formed more internally 
in the palate before it reaches the teeth : 
thus fake and Jbake. 

It would be convenient either to have 
tvfro characters to exprefs the two founds, 
as in Hebrew the letter calhdjamecb ex- 
preffcs the fimpleyof bur language, and 
/bin the Jh : or to diftinguifh them by , 
fome mark affixed to the fingle letter ; as 
Jhitiy in the fame language, is regularly 
pronounced like Jh j but, when marked 
with a point inferted, takes the found 
of fatnecb, or mereyi The prefent form 
fuppofes a combination, which in truth 
does not take place. It is evident that 
a fknilar obfervation might be applied to 
cb 9 ph 9 &c. : but it is perhaps too late to 
make fuch innovations in the externals 
of our language. 

■ 

S like sh. 

To increafe the inconvenience, we give; 
x>n fome occafions, to the fingle lettery* 
the' found of Jh, as itifugar^fure, capfute, 

naufeate ; 
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naufeate; alfo in the ' termination -Jim 
impure (or after a confonant), as in corn^ 
pulfion, manjion, pen/Ion, pqflon, &c. . 

In ther termination -Jure alfo, when 

impure, as cenfure, tonfure, prejfare, &c. jr 

and -in the following words, where it is 

pure, claufure, controverfial $ cynofure> era-^ 

Jure, ejurient) incifure, tranfient ; before 

-ww, in naufeousy ojfeous {not cafeous J • tan. 

Impure, as Perfian ; ious, as dijfenfious • 

uous, in Jenfuous; before -ual impure, in 

Jen/ual; before -w, in ^^, A^vi, and -/# 

in cajjia. It is obfervable that, where the 

f is doubled in thefe cafes, the found of 

the former y* is loft. 

i 

S like the French foft o or J. 

This found not only nearly refemblea 
the preceding, but alfo is met with in 
fituations nearly the fame ; for this rea* 
fon it is the more necefTary to be careful 
in diftinguiflhing it. 

. It differs from the found ofjh chiefly, 
by being fomething more foft. We find 
it 

In the termination. -Jion pure, as in 

evajhn, 
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tvafion, adbefion, collifion, expbfion, confu- 
fan, &cc. 

In the termination -Jure, when pure, 
as lei/ure, pleafure, inclofure, &te. except 
claufure, &c. above, page 127- 

In the termination -fual pure, as ca- 
fnaly vifual, ufuah y termination -Jter f a 
bofier, ojier j in ufurer, ujury, cafeous, re- 
flate, cafuift \ before -/*, in ambrojia, pa- 
ronomafia ; -ian pure, as elyfian ; -turn, as 
tlyfium. 

S not pronounced. 

This letter is dropped in the pronun- 
ciation oidemefne, ijland, ijle, put/he (pro- 
nounced puny, which is alfo a word in 
ufe, and derived from the former), vif* 
count. 

The final s is dropped in corps (pro- 
nounced core J, glacis, pas, fous, vis-a-vis* 

§ 16. T. 

T has properly a hard found, fuch as 
h heard in -take, trufi, &c. : but in par- 
ticular fituations it affumes other powers, 
ieemingly very remote from its nature. 

T like 
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T like sit. 

5T* is thus pronounced in terminations 
wherejt is followed by i unaccented, and 
another vowel ; as before ia, in militia, par* 
tial, tertian, fatiate ; before ie, in patient, 
patience ; before io, in nation, cautious*, be- 
fore iu in cymatium (an architectural term) . 
Satiety does not fall under this rule, the 
/being accented, fatiety ; and here the 
/ ought, I think, to be hard, in order to 
keep the word as diftind: as may be from 
fociety: but this point has been disputed* 
In words formed by the addition of a 
fyllable to the termination -ty, as migh* 
tier, mightiefi, twentieth, ptieth, pitied* 
the / retains its proper found ; as, in my 
opinion; it ought alfo to dp, in the words 
enumerated in the clofe of the follow- 
ing paragraph, bejtiat, beauteous, &c» 

T like CKfoft. 

I -know nat whether we ought, in any 
inftances, to give way to this pronnnc$£* 
tion, which has been creeping in upon 
us very perceptibly for forfie years palh 

K It 
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It has become almoft a rule to pronounce 
/ like ch whenever it is followed by an 
u, as in fortune, importune, aSiuate, effec- 
tual, nature, tune, tumid, tumult, &c; 
Some of thefe are more qpafirmed by 
ufage than others : thus the termina- 
tions -tune and ~ture are almoft univer- 
fally fpoken with the found of ch in- 
ftead of t, as nachure, forchune, piccbure ; 
and the contrary pronunciation has even 
been * ridiculed,? as* low-lived,, in plays 
and novels, and marked by a falfe ortho- 
graphy, nater, pickter; yet perhaps the 
only common fault in pronouncing thefe 
words Jis the negle&ing to give to the u its 
full fonglfrund-.' • Nature*, fo prohounced, 
will fcarcely offend any ear, though the t 
be made hard. Inmoft of the other in- 
ftances it is fomewh&t afFedted to give the 
found of ch to the / ; or -rather, perhaps, 
vulgar, Chune, chumid, chumult, are fel- 
dom heard in the mouths of elegant 
fpeakers ; and dc-chuate, effec-cbual, not 
often. This being die ftate df things, we 
fiiould, I thihk, refift the encroachments 
of this mode of fpeaking, which ificfeafes 

the 
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the anomaly of our language, without 
adding to its euphony $ and fhould re* 
ftore to t its almoft banifhed power, 
in the foregoing and in the following 
cafes. 

When / before -ial, -tan, -ion, is pre- 
ceded byy*or #, it is ufual to found it 
like ch: thus bejiial, celejiial 9 fufiian, &c. 
are pronounced bef-chial, celef-chial,fuf+ 
chiariy &c. 2 alfo in courtier , frontier , and 
other words fo terminated. 

This pronunciation is alfo heard fre- 
quently before -eous, and -uous, as beau- 
teous, duteous, virtuous, pronounced beau- 
cheous, du-cheous, vir-chuous $ and even 
covetous, cove-chous : alfo before -eum, as 
periojieum, pronounced periofcheum. 

TH. 

Th has two founds ; one hard, as in 
thick, thin, faith $ the other foft, as in 
thefe, then, breathe. Thefe were written 
by our Saxon anceftors with two diftinft 
chara&ers : for the hard th they pfed the 
mark p ; for the foft, 8. There was a con- 

K 2 veniencc 
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vcniencc in this, which ought not to have 
been rclinquifhecL 

TH Hard. 

1. Tb is hard when it begins a word, 

as think, thijile, &c. except in the 
following : than, that, the, thee, 
their, them, then, thence, there, tbefe, 
they, thine, this, thither, tbofe, thou, 
though, thus, thy. 

2. Tb is hard when it ends a word, as 

death, &c. except in beneath, booth, 
to mouth, /moot b, to foot b, to jheatb, 
wreath, uncloath, tofeetb : but moft 
of thefe ought to be written with 
the final e, to mouthe, to Jheatbe, to 
footbe, that they may be the bet- 
ter diftingiiifhed from the fubftan- 
tives mouth, Jheatb, footh, which 
have the th hard ; and then they 
would fall under the regular ana- 
logy of tb foft : even to fmootbe 
were perhaps better fo written, 
though the adje&ivefmootb has the 
th foft alfo. Tofeethe ought to have 
the e, to diftinguiihit iiovafeetb, the 

third 
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third perfon Angular of to fee 5 and 
uncloatb fhould be written unclothe. 

3. Hh is hard when it follows a con- 

fonant, as panther ', nepenthe, ortho- 
dox, orthography, &c. ; except in 
burthen, farthing, further, north- 
ern, worthy, murther*. 

4. When it precedes a confonant, as 

athwart, ethnic, mtfanthrope, phi- 
lanthropy ; except brethren. 

TH Soft. 

1th is fpft between two vowels, as father, 
heathen, feather, &c. : except in 
antipathy, apathy, atbirjl, Athens, 
atheifl, authentic, author, authority, 
cathartic, cathedral, catholic, ether, 
ethics, lethargy, Lethe, leviathan, li- 
tharge, lithotomy, Lutheran, mathe- 
fs, mathematics, method, pathetic, 
plethora, polymathy, prothonotary. 

In thefe lifts,. 3s in all the reft, the 
compounds and derivatives of the words 

* When it is fo written. See Part IV ? Chap, iii. 
p\ the word murthcr, 

K 3 are 
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afe fuppofed to be included, unlefs par- ' 
ticularly mentioned as exceptions : thus 
earthy follows earth ; but worthy, which 
does not follow iqortb, is particularly 
noticed. 

TH liker, &c. . 

In thyme, ajlhma, and the name Thomas ; 
alfo in Thames. It is alfo wholly filent 
in the word cloaths. 

T not pronounced. 

T is is not heard when it follows f 
before the terminations -en and -/<?, as 
lijlen,fajlen 9 cajlle, bujlle, whijile^ except 
in burjien : it is filent alfo in billet-doux, 
chejinut, Chrijimas, hautboy, mortgage, ojl- 
ler, mijiletoe (the firfl t) : the final / in 
toupet and trait is alfo mute ; but the for- 
mer is fometimes, and more properly, 
written toupee. T is filent in gout (tafte), 
ragout, eclat, currant : it is hardly, if 
at all, audible in often and /often. Nor 
can it well be faid to be pronounced in 
words that end in -tcb, as no found dif- 
ferent 
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ferent from that of cb alone is introduced 
by it. See p. 94. 

§ 17. V. and W. 

V, or u confonant, as it is improperly 
called, has a fingle invariable found, 
which is like that off, but duller; as 
fan, van; Jerry, very, &c. I know not 
of any anomaly belonging to it, except- 
ing that it is ufually dropped, together 
with the e that follows it, in the pro- * 

nunciation of twelvemonth. 

# 

The queftion concerning the power 
of this letter, as a confonant, has been 
partly treated already at page 42. 

W Silent, 

It is always mute before r, as in wrap, 
wreck, write, wrote, wrung, wry, bewray, . 
awry,&cc.; and fometimes before^, name- 
ly in whole, whoop,, whore. In other cafes 
$ic w is tranfpofed in the pronunciation, 

K 4 and 
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and wh is fpokcn like bw : bwat, bwicb, 
bwen *• W is loft in /word, but not pro- 
perly in Jwoon, though fome pronounce it 
fo. In the rapid and colloquial pronuncia- 
tion of towards, it feems to unite with the 
0, $nd to form with it a diphthong of the 
fame found as ow in crow, tow-ards % 
though, according to the etymology, it 
fhould be divided to-wards : we fhould 
therefore fay, rather, that the w is drop- 
ped, and toards fpoken like boards (fee 
p. 70.). The w in two is filent ; fo alfo 
is that in anfwer and houfewife, and th& 
fecond w in awkward. 

§ 18. X. 

The found of x is compounded of k 
and s ; thus, tax, box, extraordinary, &c. 
found as taks, boks, &c. It is not un-* 
common to give to x, when it ftands be- 
tween two vowels, the duller found of g 
and z: thus example is fpoken egzample ; 
exiji, egziji 1 exert, egzert. It feems to 
be pronounced like kz in anxiety ; thus, 
angk-ziety. Before / unaccented, and an- 

* See Wallis, Gram, page 40. 

other 
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other vowel, it is pronounced like kfh % 
as anxious, noxious, Jluxion, pronounced 
angk-Jhious, nokjhious, flukjhion : and alfo 
before u, zsjlexuous, Jlekjhuous ; jixure, 
fikjhure. 

X does not ftand as an initial letter in 
any Englifh word ; but it is in common 
ufe among us, in that fituation, in many 
proper names which occur in ancient his- 
tory; and in thefe it is pronounced like z 
alone. Thus there is a manifeft difference 
in the found of the firft and fecond x in 
Xerxes y pronounced Zerxes; foXenopbon, 
Xantippe, Xenocrates, are fpoken Zeno- 
phon, &c. But if the letter be thrown by 
compofition into the middle of the word, 
the true found of x returns/ as in Arta~ 
xerxes. X is filent at the end of billet- 
doux, in the fingular ; but in the plural, 
and in beaux, founds like final s, or^j 
but beaus is more frequently written, 

§ 19. Y and 7*. 

Y, as a confonant, has no peculiarities, 
and has been fufficiently fpoken of in 

3 P a S e 
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page 42. Its invariable found is heard 
la young, &c. 

It is ohferved by Dr. Wallis, that the 
founds of w and y creep in upon us una-. 
. wares after the guttural confonantg: thus 
fan, he fays, is pronounced cyai%\ get, 
gyet , begin, begyin ; and even pot, pwot ) 
boy, bwoy ; boil, bwoile: Grammar, p. 40. 
This ftrange corruption is now, how- 
ever, quite aboliflied, except in fomc in- 
ftances already noticed, in pp. 29, 83, 
fifc. * . . 

Z. 

This letter has a found refembling that 

of s, but duller, and in my apprehenfion 

fofter ; though its name of izzqrd, or s 

hard, feems to denote that thofe who 

named it thought other wife. But Wallis 

thought as I do, and called t\\t z " s 

mo/k'f. 99 

Z, re- 

* I find, indeed, in a very ingenious modern trca- 
tlfe on pronunciation, directions to fay gyide and gyiU, 
but I cannot approve them. — Sherid. Rb. Gr. p. 27. 

f The paflage is this : " Et, quod fere foleane en\ 
ubi ex nomine per s durum in ultima fyllaba pronun- 

tiato* 
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Z> refembling s fo much, follows it 
alfo in fbme of its anamolies ; thus, be- 
fore the termination -ure, it takes the • 
found of the French foft g, orj: ex. 
azure, r azure (fee p. 128.) : alfo before 
the termination -/Vr, as in vizier, gla- 
zier, grazier. 

Z is dropped in rendezvous ; and is by 
many perfons pronounced, in mezzotinto 9 
according to the Italian pronunciation; 
that is, as if the firft z were a /, thus, 

met zof into. 

1 

tiato, fit verbum ; hoc verbum per s molle (hoc eft^ 
per z) pronunciatur. Sic a houfe^ domus, &c. per x 
durum : at to houfe^ in domum recipere, &c. per s molle 
proferuntur." Gram. p. 26. — See page 124. of this 
Treatife. — If this be right, the name of zad, which \ 
is more elegant, is' alfo more proper, than that «f 
fczard. 
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CHAP. I. 

HITHERTO our tafk has been 
Chiefly that of arranging fuch mat- 
ters as have been before obferved by 
others. The fubfequent parts of this 
Treatife will be found to contain much 
more of novelty ; and therewith fome 
things repugnant to notions very gene- 
rally received : yet we truft the very form 
of the work will prefent fufKcient evi- 
dence of their truth. Fewer attempts 
have been made towards the regula- 
tion of accent and quantity in Eng- 
lish, than towards directing us in the 
enunciation of the letters. It has even 
been fuppofed that thefe parts of our 
language are incapable of being rendered 
fully fubjedt to the dominion of any fyf- 
tem. It is to this hour difputed what 

accent 
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accent is : but in this argument, as in 
many others, the fubjedfc matter is fuffi- 
ciently plain, till obfcured by the labours 
of the difputants. No perfon to whom 
an Englifh word is fhown, with an ac- 
centual mark placed over it (as advirtife- \ 
ment or advertifement J ', feels any doubt 
in regulating his voice according to that 
mark. This plain matter then it is, and 
not any point of fubtile enquiry, which 
it is the objedt of this fecond part to me- 
thodize. It is hoped hereby to enable the \ . 
reader to difpenfe with the ufe of any ; 
marks, or to place them for himfelf. 

Accent, in Englifh, is only a fpecies 
of emphafis. When one word in a fen- 
tence is diftinguifhed by a ftrefs, as more 
important than the reft, we fay that it is 
emphatical, or that an emphafis is laid 
upon it : when one fyllable in a word is 
diftinguifhed by a ftrefs, and more audi- 
ble than the reft, we fay that it is ac- 
cented, or that an accent is put upon it. 
Accent, therefore, is to fyllables what 
emphafis is to fentences ; it diftinguifhes 
one from the crowd, and brings it for- 
ward to obfervation. 

If 



* 
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If this account be right, it naturally 
follows, that, in monofyllables, accent 
and emphafis mud be the fame ; and that 
thofe monofyllables alone have anyaccent, 
which are capable of being emphatical. 
Monofyllabic nouns and verbs are there- 
fore accented; but -particles, and other 
fubfervient parts of fpeech, are for the 
moft part incapable of any accent, if 
monofyllables. We therefore find them 
in verfe generally difpofed in the unac- 
cented part of each foot * : 

F£r as the folar walk or milky way.' 

For the fame reafon many monofylla- 
bles are occafionally accented or not, ac- 
cording to their accidental importance in a 
fentence; as in thefe lines the word muji : 

Where all muji full or not coherent be, 
And all that rifes, rife in due degree ; 
Then in the (bale of reasoning life 'tis plain 
There muji be fomewhere fuch a rank as Man* 

EJfay on Man, I. 46* 

■ 

* Whoever would fee the laws of Englifh ferfi- 
fication clearly and elegantly laid down j muft confult 
the 7 th Se&ion of An EJfay on the Harmony of Lan- 
guage, written, as I am informed, by a gentleman of 
the name dlMitford; a work replete 'with critical 
fegacity. 

9 So 
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So, the word not, in the following : . 

Remember, Man, the Univerfal Caufe 
A6ts not by partial, but by gen'ral laws ; 
* And makes what happinefs we juftly call 
Subfift not in the good of one, but all. 
There's not a bleffing individuals find, 
But fome way leans and hearkens to the kind* 

• lb. IV. 35, 

Here not is wholly unaccented in the firft 

inftance, {lightly in the fecond, and very 

ftrongly in the laft. The pronoitn us is 

often paffed oyer without much notice, 

but is ftrongly brought forward in this 

line: 

Better for &, perhaps, it might appear. 

iJ. I. 165. 

So exadtly is accent, in Englifh, the 
fame as emphafis, that when words of 
different meaning are contrafted, the ac- 
cent of one is often fhifted from its na- 
tural feat to that diftindtive fyllable* 
which the oppofition has rendered em* 
phatical. Thus the accent of unf&ciable 
and intolerable is regularly upon the fylla- 
bles -fo~ and -to*-, but when we fay fome 
men are fociable, others unfociabk; fome 
tolerable, others intolerable ; we ufually 
throw the accent upon un- and «-, the 

particles 
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particles upon which the contraft de- 
pends. This remark I owe to B. Jon- 
ion. See his Englifh Grammar, chap. vii. 
Such is the nature of accent among us. 
Among the ancients the term denoted a 
very different thing. Accent, with them, 
fignified a mufical modulation of the 
voice, making it higher or lower with 
refpedt to gravity or acutenefs of found. 
Thus rpoco&ix in Greek, and accentus in 
Latin, the words from which our word 
accent is derived, mean ajinging to ; the 
Latin term being a literal tranflation of 
the Greek. This has been fufficiently 
proved by the learned Dr. Foirfter, in 
his celebrated Treatife on Accent, &c. ; 
and the long difpute upon the fubjedt 
has terminated, fince his time, in this 
conclufion : that the ancient accent 
was fomething, of which little or no 
traces are to be found in modern lan- 
guages *. It is true that we do not fpeak 

mono- 



* Sec Lord Monboddo on the Origin and Pro- 
grefs of Language, Vol. II. B. II. Chap. iv. and 
alfo Vol. I. page 314, where he treats this fubjeft very 

fully* 
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tnonotonoufly, but do frequently elevate 
and deprefs our voices, hot only as to 
^foftnoft and loudnefs, .but in refpeift of 
fiiufical tone. Thefe <infle£tions» horn- 
•tever, 4feemto affeft fentenccs rather than 
-ftngle wonk : nor are J they, as /far as J 
can difeover, dire&ed in aqy degree by 
*he accentuation of lylfebjes. 'Many cop- 
4idemtions Teen! to fupport, wh%t this 
do&rine of the ancient * accents - naturally 
fuggefts^-thatthefpeaking of the^ncienjs 
vnA much more aearly allied to reci- 
tative, than the clojcutiop of modern 

times *. I fliall mention only the cir- 

# 

fully > and compares the Englifli accent very aptly to 
the pulfation of a drum* I find that his fyftem has 
fince been controverted $ and it has even been faid 
that he has retraced fome of his opinions on this - 
~iubje&. I looked into the book which fupports the 
contrary do&rine, but without being convinced* la 
truth, I found myfelf utterly unable to follow the in* 
genious author through his wonderfully acute diftinc- 
tions, though my ear is not wholly unpra&ifed in the 
difcrimination of mufical effe&s. I fliould fear that 
his fyftem is too obfeure to be of general fervice, even 
if right. See Profodia Rationalise by Jof. Steele, 
Efq. 
* Monboddo, Vol. II. p. 380. 

L cumftance 
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cumftance related ' by Cicero of Caius 
Gracchus : It was his practice to be at- 
tended, when he fpoke in public, by a 
mufician with ah ivory flute; whofe bu- 
ll riefs was to aflift him in the regulation 
. of his voice *• Such an attendant would 
Very much perplex and diftrefa a moderji 
fpeaker.— ~B. Jonfon calls accent "a 
tuning* of (he voice, |n lifting, it up, or 
■ letting it down." Gram, ch.j.— The ex- 
preflion was borrowed from the ancients, 
but his rules for it a^e wholly modern* 

* 

• Dc Oratory III. 60/ 
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AtCEH'T- ^peaft- tb-*T#lBe Aoft 
unftable part of the Englifh Ian- 
guage. We*fean6ll reriietikber words dif- 



ftill are flu&uatfog, with &eir accent un- 
fettled* .To point bilt, as tar a$,"aiay be 
practicable, the general analogy of our 
language in this refpe<3t, may cli^ckipcr- 
haps, the inroads of innovation/ ariffup- 
ply feme hints to "ihofe who! wHji to 
make our languajgpregula^. * * ^ f!f 

Of the accents of monofyll&tes t have 
already fpoken, by w;ay of ilf ulh^Ubn to 
my general definition of jeeerit: I will 
proceed to give rules for diffyliables. 



4. . 
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Accents of Diffy liable*. 
RULE I. 

Diflyllabic nouns, whether Tub- 
ftantives or adje&ives, have the 
accent on the &rft*tyllabk. 

* 

1 

Exceptive Rules. 



Except, 1. Nouns In -ade, as brigade, 
&c. all but comrade-, and dicade, wq- 
' nade, if £b fpclt : but they are better 
Vithout the "final if. 2. Nouns in 
-eqce and -*»/, derived from verbs in 
r&jl 9 as pretlnce from pretfyid, and 
a/cent from afcind. — 3. Nouns end- 

We 



ouns 



in yaind //from veps in -w, as r*- 
.Jt^zjid retrti6f % fiom relieve and r*- 
pro've* ana &rarV trqm decii%ie % &p. 

6. Alio monolyllables compounded 
•with z^^ 1 , *rfi&-, and ##-, as mtfhap, 

mijldkei 
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mijldke ; archduke, arcbprUJi ; unkind, 

unj&Ji. 
See atfo the general lift of exceptions, 

RULE II, 

Diflylfobic verbs have the accent 
on the laft fy liable. 

Exceptive Rules. - 

> 

Ejrcept, 1 ♦ Verbs terminated in -en, as 
deaden* bdften, &c, 3. Verbs in -ry, 
as marry, vary, &c. ; all but ^r/, ^1 
«r/. 3- Verbs in ~er, as render, dif- 
fer :■ all but 4&l/r, and moil: of thofc 
derived from the compounds oifero ; 
viz, confer, defifr, infir, ptefh, refer* 
transfer, 4. Verbs ip. -$&, as brandijb, 
*clift>> punifi, &je. 5. Verba in Z? im- 
pure, as amble, tremble, middle, baffle, 
dangle, rankle, trample, Jittte, dazzle, 
&c. 6. In -w y all but tfZfcw, *m&*r, 
foreknow. 
See aifo the alphabetical lift of un- 

claflfcd exceptions, page j6o. 

h 3 Corollary 
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Corollary to the above Rules. 

Therefore, nouns and verbs of the fame 
orthography are regularly diftinguifhed 
by the place of the accent ; as dbfent, to 
abfent -, dbJiraSt, to abjlrdSl, &c. See a 
cpmplete lift of nouns and verbs fo dif- 
; N / tinguifhed, in Chap. ix. of this Part. 

From this analogy, fo clear and fo 
fimple, there are many more deviations 
than might be wiflied : and for thefe rea-_ 
fons very principally : i ft, btcmfcfub- 
Jiantives, made from verbs previoufly ef- 
tablifhed in the language, have often pre- 
fer ved their accent unchanged ; as an ad- 
vance from to advance, &c. : and 2dly, 
verbs, in like manner, made from fub- 
ftantives previoufly eftablifhed, have fre- 
quently retained that accent; as to balance 
from balance, to bargain from bargain, 
&c. : a circiimftance which may often 
ferve, though not invariably, to aflift the 
etymologift in determining whether the 
fubftantive be made from the verb, or the 
verb from the fubftantive. If their com- 
mon 
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mon accent be that of the fubftantive, it 
is natural to fuppofe that the fubftantive 
was firft admitted into the language ; if 
if be that of the verb, the contrary con- 
clufion follows. - The words which ap- 
pear to me to owe their irregular accent 
to this caufe, will be diftinguifhed in 
the lifts of cxceptiQns by a different cha- 
racter. It is to be fuppofed that our 
language would have been more regular, 
in this refpeft, than.it is, had this analogy 
been generally obfervec} fooner, 

RULE III, 

Diflyllabie participles, from diflyl- 
labic verbs, are accented like 
the verbs ; as be/ought from be- 
feech) bereft, from bereave : but 
if made by adding a termina- 
tion to a monofyjlable, they are 
accented like nouns j as bidden 
from hid) and Joying frornffy* 

L 4 RULE 
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kVLt IV. 

Adverbs, prepo&tions* &c. are 
accented like verbs ; as ab&ve^ 
about y abroad^ before^ &c. 

Exceptive Rules. 

Except, i . Thofe made by adding a ter- 
mination to a monofyllable, as griat* 
1y>fwieily> upwards, outwards, d/wtys, 
fidewaysy Ungtbwife, likewife. 

I. Thofe made by prefixing farie- r ag 
fJmetAing, fmetimes, Jomewbat, fome- 
where, &c« 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. III. 



Exceptions to Rule I. 

D iffy Habic Nouns accented like Verbs *. 

>^£ O'D E, *£r^/, nbfirufe, abjurl* . 
«^» abiife, j^/fe (Shakf.), tf£//r, ac- 
cifs, acclaim (fee Dr* Jghnfon's obferva- 
tion on that word), accord, account, ac/rb 9 
acute, addrefs, adipt (Dr. Johnfon— but 
it is now I think regular, adept -fj, ad(f 9 
adorn (Milt,), adroit, advance, advice^, 

* fT, P. The words which owe their accent to 9 
verb previoufly eftablifhed, are printed in Roman cha* 
raders. 

( f Yet a very modern poet has ufed it otf/tf.-r-Hay- 
ley's Comedies, p. 178. 

J Many nouns derived from verbs by a very tri- 
lling change, as advice, amends, complaint, &c. might 
have been considered as regularly retaining the verbal 
accent : but I wifhed not to increafo the number of 
the Exceptive Rules. 

adult, 
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adult, adunque, aduji, afedrd (obfolete or 
vulgar), ajfdir, aff<6&, affray, affright, af- 
fr6nt, affraid, agdji or aghdjl, alarm, aU 
cdid (Dryd.), alcove, alert \ alive, allay, 
alloy, alty, alone, amaze, amends, amount, 
amour, angujl, ann^x, ann6y, antique, 
apirt, appeal, appldufe, approach, appulfe, 
aquofe, argute, array, arriar, arreft, affault, 
aflfty, affent, ajfize, attack, attaint, at- 
tempt, atteft, attire, attradt, avail, avirfe K 
auguft, avouch, auflire, await, awake, a- 
ward. 

Bamboo, bajhdw, behtjl, belgdrd (Spen- 
fer), benign , bitume, bohia, bombafi, bo- 
peip, Brafil, brunitte, buffit, bureau, bur* 
lefque. 

Cab&l, cadit, calafh, canal, canine, ca- 
price (fometimes caprice, but not fuffi- 
ciently often to eftablifh it), carbine, ca- 
rder, carefs, carmine, caroufe, cartel, cajh- 
, Mr, catarrh, cimdr (or Jimdr), cartouch, 
chicane, citifs (a female cit, Dryd.), co- 
dille, colure, comdte, combujl, cpmmand, 
commode, compdft (adj . ), compare, compear, 
compldint, complete, • comport, compute, 
concern, concife, condign, confift (partici- 
pial), 



b 
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pial), conjqint (dittp), conjhnEl, connate, 
cojifent, conftrdint, cpnfult (but not uni- 
formly ufed), contempt, contint, context 
(adj,) contain, contrcSH, cqquitte, cor ante, 
corr^ft, corrupt, cravat , critique. 

Debate', dbbauch, decay, deciafe, decirpt, 
decoy, decreafe, decree, default, defeat, de- } 
f0, defile, def6rm, defunft, defy 7 , degrie % 
dej^dt,. delay, delight, demefne, demand, 
demife, demur, demure, dendy (Shakfp.), 
depart, deport, defert, dejfirt, defign, de- 
fife, defpdir y defpite, detail, device, devjfe, 
devoid, devoir, devout, direct, difcharge, 
difcourfe, difcreet, difcr/te, difdain, difiafe, 
difgrace, difguife, difguft, diflike, difmay, 
idifpatch, difpenfe, difplay, difport, dif- 
pofe, difpraife, difpiite, diflent, diftdfte, 
diftintf, diftrefs, diftruft, difturb (Milt.), 
di/ufe, divan, divine, divorce, domain,* 
duit. 

JEclat, eclipfe, effeSt, effite, elate, eleSi, 
embrace, employ, enough, entail, entire, 
triSl, efcape, ef cheat, ef quire, eft ate, ef- 
teem, event, exdft, excefs, exchange, excife, 
exempt, expdnfe, expert, exploit, exprefs, 
extintt, extreme. 

2 Fafcine, 
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Fa/bine, &&Lgvte,Jindnce, fibrin , frrldrn, 

Jnfilt orfufte, fumitte. GaMnt *, gavdt, 

gazette, genttfel, glacis, ghbdje, grimace, 

grotifyne, guitar. Har4ngue, bumdbt, 

bujfdr, bmzd. 

hnmtnft, bnp&re* mine, incr&fe, ifwuk^ 
indent, indign, inJpt, htjrt, infirm* ini£y, 
innate, mJHn& (adj.), injult (in the fenfc 
of hoping upon), infklfe, inthfe, intfrn, 
iwt ire, intrigue. Japan, jejune, jocofe. La- 
tent, krvdk (Shakfp.), levant (fubflL) 

Mdccdw, malign, mammd, mankind, ma* 
mice, matrdfs, minute (adj.), mordfs, mor~ 
bSJt. NegUd:. QHldte, oblique, obfdnt, 
obfb&re, obt&fe, occl&je, dccult, ofdke, or* 
ndte, ojlint, out wall. 

Papd,papdw {Jor poppy i Waller),^*- 
r6k, partirre, perfume, permit, pervfr/e, 
petard, piquit, ptjlote, police, polite, poU 
trdh, ponton (if fo fpelt), precife, pretext, 
frofdnt, profile, profound, prof&fe, proldte, 
prolix, propenfe, purfuit. Quadrille. 

* We fay a gallant, and gallant in the ftnfe of 
anartus ; but in the fenfe of brave, galfanU 

Ragout, 
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Ragdutj rattein* rebound, reb&ff, vz- 
buke, recall, recffi 9 recktfe 9 zecdurfe, j;e? 
cruit;, u doubt 9 redrefs, reform, regard* 
regret, relapfe, x&iak* remains* remark, 
remifs, rem6rje 9 remdte p renown, rqpair f 
r^^* repeal, replhe> isply% reptfut, re- 
p&e, rqxrefs, reprieve, rfytife, repr6actu 
repjdfc^ repute, requty, fejedrcb, re^ny^ 
ref61ve, rcf6rt, re/burce, reJpeH, rejfydqfe^ 
rejlrtint* refult; retire, Fet<5rt, jcetr&t, 
return* revenge, reverie, irev^rt, ceyji^w^ 
revOe (Milt.), revife, revjdlt, xe^yir^ 
rohufiy romance, rotund, rug$e+ % \ y x 

Saline, falute,^^«,^^,y?^^j/g- 
Mte 9 fel&t, ferine 9 fevire 9 JbagreAt, Jh*t+ 
btt 9 fm&r (Dryd.) , Jtncire 9 jpadille 9 jpin^ 
frit, Jkbltfoe 9 /Mm$ 9 jbtefafe 9 jbet^iiJSic^ 
cin8 9 Juptrb 9 Jitfihe (*<*}•), ftippl//lu|)L 
p6ft, fupp<5fe, ficprimt 9 furc&fe, fur- 
cMrge, 4riAife, fttrprffe,^/^/. i: ; : 

tat io6 9 terrine 9 terrine, trepaq, ; tr^kn^ 
turm<5il. ■ ., . ./" 

Vegjie, velure (Shaklp.), yenJne,yfr+ 
&4fe 9 wlute* Uwofcb 4 un4$e. 
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fcin'fempt, banqwt, -Mrgaii, ^^, ib^- 

»totd,idieci(m, (hs$gg*£,i belly, b&s* fei^^t* 
ibflhap*, [blanket .tilriflft*D, ^b<kly, 'boffooi, 
* bottom, rfc^fof, d^btstt)^ buttr^s, 

rgtfay captive, ic4«i<feV, oappet, ,#&v$ # .^om^ 

-••ipa»c^uii^ sh4nnfllf 

chariot, ch£rup> chifel, circuit, claowttr, 



* N. B, Here alfo the words which owe their accent 
to a fubftantive previoufly eftablifhed, according to 
the obfervation in page 150, are printed in Roman 
letters. 

- 6 clofeV 
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clofet, coffin, c611ar, colly, c61our, c6m- 
bat, comfort, comment, c6mmerce, c6m- 
mon, cdmmUne, compafs, conflrue, c6nvoy, 
cotton (cant word), covet, counfel, credit, 
crevice, enmfon, critic, ctickold, cud- 
gel, cully, culture, cupboard, curtain. 

Dally 9 damage, daftard, deluge, dtjtine, 
diSlate, diet, difcount, diftance, drivel, 
duel. 

E / ccho > emblem, empty, ^nvy, equal, 
eflence, exile. 

Fabric* faggot, fstney, fdflrion, favour, 
feature, ferret, fewel, figure, fillip, fil- 
let, firage, forfeit, fortune, f6rward/ 
franchife, frolic, frfylrate, fuel. 

Gallop, gambol, gangrene, g^fture, 
gibbet, g6flip. i 

Habit, hackney, harbour, harnefs, ha- 
voc, hazard, h^dtor, herald, h6mage, 
hoodwink, hovel, hufband. 

I'mage, incenfe (for to perfume), injure ', 
inftance, fffue. — Jdvel, journey, junket. 

Kennel, kernel, kidnap. 

Labour, lackey, lattice, le&ure, lef- 
fon, tevel, libel, limit. 

Manage, market, marfhal, m£r£yr, mar- 
vel, m^afure, merit, mildew, mimic, mi- 

M nute, 
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nutc, mifchief, m6del, mortgage, mdrtife, 
murmur. 

Neighbour, nonplus, nonfuit, nurture. 
• Office, outlaw, outrage. 

Padlock, pageant, pamphlet, parcel, 
pardon, parget, parley, pdttern, pencil, 
perfedt, pirjure, phy'fic, pi&uire, pillage, 
pillar, pilot, pirate, piftol, pity, packet, 
poifon, poffet, pofture, prdttife, preface, 
pr6fit, promife, proftrate, purcbafe, pur- 
port, purpofe. 

Quadrate, quarrel, quickfet, quiet, 
quittance. 

Rabbet, rally, rdnfack, ranfom, ravage, 
rdvel,rdven, xizS.ovi,rickon, refuge, relifh, 
r^fpite, r^vel, riot, rival, rivel, rivet, ruin. 

Savage, fcandal, feafon, f<£cond, {in- 
tence, {iltnce,fdjourn, folace, fpirit, fta- 
tue, ftomach, (trumpet, fuccour, fully, 
fummon, {\imm$r x furfeit. 

labour, tally, tenant, tin&urc, tinfel, 
t6rture, traffic, trammel, travail, 1 travel, 
trdverfe, treafure, trefpafs, triumph, tru- 
ant. 

Valance, value, vapour, velvet, venture, 

vial, vibrate, virgiri, vifit, volley, vomit, 

voyage. Urine. 

Wainfcot, 
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Wafnfcot, wanton* wdrrant, w&ter, 
welcome* witncfsi 

It appears immediately, from a view of 
the above lifts, that the irregularly accent- 
ed nouns are much more numerous than 
the verbs of that clafs. The Utter do not 
amount to fifty, if we exclude thofe that 
fall under the fix general exceptions, and 
thofe printed in Roman chara&ers, which 
are evidently made from correiponding 
nouns : of thefe laft, indeed, very many are 
ufed as verbs merely by poetic licence, 
and are by no means admitted as fuch 
in common ufage*. It is fomething 
Angular to fee fo very general a rule 
broken in upon by fo few arbitrary ex- 
ceptions. 

To darrairiy accented on the firft in 
Dr. Johnfon's Didtionary, and to fillip 
and to nonfuit, accented on the laft, are 
probably errors of the prefs 2 and per- 

* For example, to antic, to ballad, to jcabin* and 
many others, owe their exiftence, as verbs, to the 
bold pen of Shakfpearej to daftardy\% Dryden's j to 
duel, Milton's ; &c. 

M 2 haps, 
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haps, as well as others above mentioned, 
peculiar to the edition in my hands, the 
fourth. 

Ho congrue is a word not in ufe, but 
ought to be accented on the firft, accord- 
ing to the authority quoted for it : 

« xBy letters congruing to that effeft." 

Shakspeare. 

Complot, both noun and verb, are both 
accented on the firft in the verfes quoted 
in that Dictionary; yet both marked as 
accented on the laft. To curtail was 
certainly accented on the firft by our an- 
ceftors ; but is as certainly now accented 
pn the • laft. To damajk is alfo regular 
now ; and I have little doubt that Mil- 
ton, meant to ufe it fo in this verfe : 

" On the foft downy bank, damafk'd with flow'rs." 

though the other accent is not abfolute- 
ly wrong in that place. To defiant is 
alfo become regular $ though it is certain 
that Shakfpeare and others formerly gave 
it the accent of the noun *. It is impof- 
fible, with any patience, to pronounce the 

% " And defiant on my own deformity." 

Richard III. Aft. i. Sc. 1. 

parti- 
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participle dif canting, with the accent ana- 
logous to the old accentuation of the 
verb. To exile was formerly accented on 
either fyllable. Dryden has, 

" ExpelPd and fxiPd.kft his native fbore. ? ' 

and alfo, 

" His brutal manners from his breaft txiPd.'* 

* 

It is now uniformly accented as the noun* 

The above lifts might have been fur- 
ther reduced, perhaps, by the feledtion 
of one or two terminations from them, as 
general exceptions : but it feemed more 
convenient to leave them in their prefent 
form, than to multiply exceptive rules 
too far. 

'Exceptions to Rule IV* 

After, barefoot, being, ever, further, 
midway, nowhere,' over, rather, feldom, 
under. 

Some are ufed both ways -, as dlmoJl> 
which, in common converfation* is often 
pronounced a r m6fi. Elfewhere and until 
will.alfo bear the accent on either fyl- 
lable. 

M-3 CHAP- 
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Rules for Trijfyllables, &e. 

RULE V. 

Trifljrllables accent the antepenul- 
tima, as abfolute^ equip age^ &c. 
and they do fo even in fpite of 
the obftacle of confonants con- 
cpiriqg in the middle of a word, 
as in ^ggrandize^ amnefty^ an- 
cefior^ fulgency, magijirate^ tri- 
angle* 

Exceptive Rules* 

Except, i . Words formed hy prefixing a 

fyllable to diflyllables, as almighty, 

archangel, bejpdtter, coheirefs, difdble, 

misfortune, &c. which accent the pe- 

7 nult ; 
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nult 1 alfo dif annul, mi/apply, mifbe- 
liif, &c. which accent the laft fyl- 
lable. 

2. Words made by adding a fy liable to 

fuch diflyllables as are accented on 
the laft. Thefe will have the accent 
on the penult *, as admitting, admit- 
ted, delightfome, denial, detJSlor, in- 
<o£Jlment, &c. 

3. Words in -*V. Thele are accented on 

the penult, as lacSnic, terrific *f- ; as 
are alfo words terminated in -nal, 

* Confejfor ought to follow this rule, but fecms to 
be excepted by general confent. Thus Shakfpeare : 

" One of our convent and his confejfor." 

Meaf. for Meaf p. 127, 
and Dryden : 

" To this fagacious confeffbr he went." 

Wife of Bath. 

Cbajfifement alfo, ufually is accented on the ante- 
penult ; but this is readily accounted for, as chaftife 
was anciently accented on the firft. See Part IV. 
Chap. iv. 

f The termination -iV accents a few words ac- 
cording to Rule V. : catholic, choleric, himiftic, hire- 
tic, lunatic, phlegmatic, pleuritic^ politic, rhetoric, febif- 
matic, fplenetic, t&rmeric* Shakfpearc has alfo rheu- 
matic* 

M 4 -Jive, 
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•five, -ado, -ator ; as diurnal, excur* 
Jtve,Jirappddo, tejidtor *. 

4. Words that have a diphthong in the 

middle fyllable, as manoeuvre, ozana, 
' relifoo "f-. 

5. Words in ~ade, -eer, &c. which Accent 

the laft fyllable $ as cannonade, buc- 
caneer, &c. (fee Chap. vi.). So mo- 
nofyllables compounded with coun- 
ter, &c. See p. 182. 

RULE VI. 

Polyfyllables accent the antepehul- 
tima ; as extravagant , particu- 
lar, notoriety, deliberation %, &c. 

The exceptions to this are caufed 
chiefly by derivation. See Chapters ix. 
and x, 

* Curator and fenator follow the general rule, 

f Not (o bataillous (Par. Loft, VI. 81. and Fair- 
fax's Taflb, B. L ftanz. 37.)) mifebievous, parlia- 
ment, variegate* 

J The terminations -ami, -tan, -ial, -ious, and the 
like (fee pp. 61, 69, 88.), are ftri&ly diflyllabic, 
notwithftanding the inefficiency of the former fyllaMe 
in poetry. B. Jonfon has confidered them in this 
light. See his Evglijh Grammar, chap. vii. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. VI. 



Exceptions to Rule V, 
Hr iffy liable s accented on the Penultima* 

I Repeat here a part of the matter of 
the five exceptive rules fubjoined to 
Rule V. in order to bring together, in 
one view, all the triflyllables which ac- 
cent the penult ; for fome of thofe there 
mentioned accent the laft fy liable, 

i . Words formed by prefixing a fylla- 
ble to diflyllables accented on the pe- 
nult, as almighty, &c. — 2. Words com- 
prifed under the fecond * third, and fourth 
exceptive rules. — 3. Words contained in 
the two following lifts, which do not 
conform to any rule : they are difpofed 
in two lifts rather than in one, for the 
fake of diftin&nefs. If it be objefted 
that the exceptions to thefe accentual 
rules are numerous, I can only fay, that 

I fhall 
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I fhall readily acknowledge any rules to 
be better, which (hall be as few in num- 
ber, and yet lefs loaded with exceptions : 
but fuch I have not been able to frame. 

List I. 

Words in which the Middle Syllable ends in 

a Vowel*. '' 

ABdomen> abdlijh, acumen, adhibit, adja- 
cent '; adjutor, admdnijh, affiance, affla- 
tus, alarum, albiit, albugo, alligro, ambages, 
amdmum, ananas, anchovy, apparel, appa- 
rent, arbutus (commonly, though arbutus 
is more proper), arcanum, armada, ar- 
thritis, afcitic, a/cites, ajfifoer; afidnifh, 
ajylum, aurora, auxefis, attribute \. 

Balcony, banana, behimotb, bitumen, 
&c. &c. 

Canorous, cantdta, capivi, cathedral, 
cerumen, chimira, chlordfis, compdges, com- 
pile ence, component, confider, continue, con- 
tribute. 

Decorum, decrepit, deliver, demdlijh, de- 

* See the Rules for the divifion of fyllables. 
+ N. B. The fubftantive accents the firft : attri- 
bute. 

pdnent, 
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ponent, depofite, difficiU diminijh, diploma, 
difciple, difcritive, dijhivel, dijpdrage, difi- 
tribute. 

Echinus ', elimi, eleven, elicite, empiric, 
enamel, envelop, environ, equator, errata, 
ejldblijh, exdmen, examine, exhibit, explicit, 
exponent. 

FaStdtum, farina* farrago. — Geneva, 
guidcum.— Hiatus, horizon. 

Idea, ignoble, illegal, illicit, imigine, 
implicit, inhabit, inherent, inherit, inhi- 
bit, infipid, intripid, invalid (not valid). 
—yebdvah. 

JLatria, legumen, lieutenant. 

Mandamus, MeJJiah, mifnomer, montero, 
mujidches (ufually mujldchios), mufium. 

Obdurate, oSldvo, OSldber, oedema, op- 
ponent. 

Panthton, parotid, pellucid, phrenitis, 
pomatum, potdtoe, primero, prohibit, pro- 
ponent* provifo, pylorus. 

^uadrifd. — Recufant, replenijh, replevy 
or replevin,, repofte, retinue, revinue*. ' 

Saliva, 

* I think I have fometimes heard retinue accented 
regularly in colloquial ufe ; but I know not of any- 
poetical 
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Saliva, faltpetre, far coma, ferplgo, feli- 
city fon.it a, fonorous, forites, fultina. 

Together, torpido, tranjlucent, tranfpd- 
rent, tribunal. 

Vagary, verbatim, vertigo, virago, vol- 
cdno. 

poetical authority for it. Revenue is accented both 
ways by the beft writers. Thus Shakfpeare, in Mid- 
Jummer Night's Dream, page 4 : 

€< Long withering out a young man's revenu.$." 
And in the fame play, page 1 1 : 

■ <f A dowager 

4< Of great revenue, and flie hath no child." 

B. Jonfon, revenue : 

" By that one fpell he lives, eats, drinks, arrays 
" Himfelf : his whole revenue is, God pays." 

Epigr. XII. 

But Swift, who piqued himfelf upon correcSnefs : 
" Not fo a nation's revenues are paid." 

Young again has it revenue* See his Love of Fame > 
Sat. I. ver. 21, 189, &c. 
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CHAP. VII. 



"Trifyllables accented on the Penultima. 



List II. 

In which the Middle Syllable ends in a 

Confonant *. 

ABaBor, abandon, abduSlor, aberrance* 
abortive, abfcijfa, abidance, acanthus, 
accomplice, accomplijh, according, accum- 
bent, acefcent, advantage, adventure, adum- 
brate, alcanna, alkermes, alternate, amal- 
gam, aorta, apartment, appendage, appen- 
dix, apprentice, ajbejlos, afphaltos, ajfdjjln, 

* Dr. Johnfon and others have regarded the con- 
currence of two confonants, in the middle of a trif- 
fyllable, as a regular obftacle to the accentuation of 
the antepenult. But I have found the exceptions to 
this numerous enough to deter me from deftroying 
the fimplicity of my plan, by introducing two rules 
for triflyllables inftead of one. — Some of the examples 
to Rule V. evince this : nor is this lift much more 
numerous than the preceding. 

ajjmbky 
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ajfimble, affijfor, ajfumpfii, attorney , au- 
thentic > axilla. 

Backgammon , banditto, bewilder. 

Clandijiine., climd&er, compenfate, con- 
cordance, concordant, conculcate, conjifture, 
confifcate, confummate, confump five, con- 
template *, contexture, contingent \ conun- 
drum, corufcant, corymbus. 

December, delinquent, demonjlrate, de- 
termine, detruncate, diUmma, difdjter, dif- 
comfit, difcordant, dijfimble, dijl£mper> dif- 
tinguijh, duinna. 

JLlixir, eIlipJis B elongate, embargo, em- 
bdrrafs, embelli/h 9 embtzzle, emulgent, en- 

# The words here marked by Roman characters are 
differently ufed. Many fay compenfate, concordance, 
confifcate, contemplate : and fome of thefe may be fup- 
ported by authority. Shakfpeare fays, 

" Thy lands and goods 
" Are by the laws of Venice confifcate* 99 

Alfo, 

" So many hours muft I contemplate." 

Contrary authorities may alfo be adduced.— There 
is this inconvenience in accenting the verbs contem- 
flate, &c. on the antepenult, that it makes their par- 
ticiples, and fome of their inflections, very harfh. 
Ciut#nfkting, contemplated, confifcating, &c. with the 
accent on the firft fy liable, are words which muft 
be offenfive to every car. 

ciunter, 
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counter, enervate, engender, enigma, enor- 
mous, enf ample, epijile, eringo, eternize, ex- 
ample, exdntlate, excrifcence, exficcate, ex- 
termine, exchequer. 

Felucca. — Grimalkin, grifdmber.—~Ho- 
fdnnab. 

Illiterate, important, impdjihume, impof- 
tor, incdrnate, incijfant, inculcate, incum- 
bent, indignant, infanta, inttndant, inter- 
pret, intirfiice, intifiate, intijiine. 

Lavdlt a. —Malignant, mardfmus, mar- 
motto > mednder, memJnto, metheglin, mifdn- 
thrope, modi lion, moldjfes, momintous, mo- 
rifco, mulatto. 

NarciJJus, nepenthe, November. 

Objurgate, obumbrate, orcbejira, omen- 
tum. 

Palmetto, perturbate, pbantdfma, pblo* 
giJlon,pidzza, pildjier, pimento, pomdnder, 
portcullis, portmanteau, preceptor, precur- 
for, probofcis, projeSlile, prolepfis, promul- 
gate, prunetto. 

^uiefcent.^^-Recondite, recumbent, re- 
dundant, relinquijh, remimber, remdnjlrate+ 
rencounter, repugnant, refemble, refplin- 
dent, rotunda. 

Savanna, 
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Savanna , fenifcence, September, fep{it-> 
chral, fequejler, Jinijler, JirScco, jliletto, 
Jtupendous, fuburban, furrender, Jynopfis; 
Jyntdxis. 

TenJJmus, theorbo, tobdccd, triumphant. 

Vanilla, vent anna. —JJmbr ilia. 

Words terminated in -five impure, are 
all accented on the penult ; except adjec- 
tive and fubjlantive y and fometimes pir-> 
JpeSiive*. But they fall, for the moft 
pari, under the fecond Exceptive Rule > 
being formed by fubjoining a fyllable to 
words of two fyllables accented on the 
laft, as corre&ive, inftruSlivey inventive, 
corruptive, dige/live, &cc. Of thofe which 
do not fall under that Rule, I have 
colle&ed the following lift *f : 

* We have the authority of Dry den for accenting 
ferfpeftive on the antepenult : 

*' Lofty trees, with facred fliades, 
u And pcrfpettives of pleafant glades." 

But the very harfh found which this accentuation 
gives the word, pleads ftrongly againft its reception. 

f Polyfyllables in -tivc irregular, are included in 
the lift, page .191. 

Abortive, 
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Abortive, adjunctive, advJntive, ajfump- 
the, ajtriStive, attentive, comphndtive , con- 
ciptive, conjunctive, cohftruStive, confump- 
the, (onviStive, deceptive, dejiru6tive, dip* 
junftive, dijiinftive, incentive, inciptive, 
inJiinEtive, invtStive, perceptive, precipe 
the, prefumptrve, productive, rec/ptive 9 
reJlriStive, rejumpthe, retentive, fubfuU 
the, fufcipthe, Jitbj&n&ive, vindlSlive. 

A few words referable to the above 
lifts require fom6 further 1 obfefvation. 

The following are accented by Dr* 
Johnfon on the penultima ; whether by 
defign, or typographical error, I cannot 
fay. Compofite, concolour, epocba *, utinfil, 
— thefe I fliould not hefitate to accent on 
the antepenult. Parotid, which I have 

* That this is an error of the prefs can hardly 
be doubted, for the author gives examples which prove 
it wrong 5 as this line of Dryden : 

" In ftory chafms, in iptchas miftakes." 
And this of Prior : 

"* Thro'fcenedofwar, andl/ttArtofwoe." 

All the authorities in the Di&ionary lay the accent 
ofutinJU alfo on the antepenult \ yet, if T doubted pf 
any of thofc words, it would be of this. 

N accented 
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-accented on the penult, is there marked 
-on the antepenult. ^ ' i - v : " 

The word orifons deferves particular 
remark *. It is icTqerhed % ShakfpeiFe 
,on the penult : as* • 



" Soft you ho\y— 



V . « s T8e fair Ophelia ! nymph in thy orifons * 
,.". « BeJd^'myfinsrcfflClnt*^^J? , 

■-V Hamlet, A&* iii. Sc. u . 

•and alfo oh the anttfpenult : 

Alas your too much love and cafe ofnie 
Ate heavy irtfons 'ptintit this poor wretch/* 



■Ctr 

cc 



Milton in the fame manner : ' 

gc Lowly they bow'd adoring, and began 
w Their irtfons each morning duly paid." 

« 

But others on the penult again : 

■ " Here, at dead of night, 

<c The hermit oft 'midft his orifons hears, 
" Agaft, the voice of time-difparting tow'rs." 

■ 

I haw no doubt that Milton's accentua- 
tion is the right. 



• t 



»• ■ - f 



* * See JptfaJbh'6 Diit. voc. orifons^ whence thefe 
iudi^riiies*are ukcli; '.'.'•'' 



' h ■ • 
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AJfuetude* 
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1 

AJfuetude, confuetude, defuetude, &c. be^ 
ing words not very .commonly ufed in 
converfation, are fomewhat doubtful as to 
their accentuation 5 and very good judges 
of fpeaking heiitate concerning the fyl*- 
lable on :• which, th? accent fhould be 
placed* If the> »£,were confidered as a 
diphthong, th?- fourth, Exceptive Rule 
would diredt us to accent the penulti* 
ma ; but as the u appears to have there 
msrejy^ tjie conformant power of w (fee 
pp. 38. a^d 8 5^' it is more conformable 
to the analogy of out accentuation to 
give ; the accent to the antepenultima, 
thus : a[fuetude t confuetude $ de/uetude, man* 
fuetude. . 

Among the words referable to the ) 
fecond lift, converfant and Jubaltern are 
mifaccented ill the Dictionary, as the 
quotations there evince : 

* 1 

** Nor timerjant with eafe and idleoeft;" 

Shaks^eare. 

and, 

" Love's fuba Items 9 a duteous band. ' 

Prior* 

Tnterjiice and mifantbrope are marked on \ 

N 2 the . J 
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the antepenult ; the latter, indeed, on the 
authority of Swift. I doubt which is 
right. 

Satellite is ufed as a word of four fyl- 
lables, in the plural, by Pope : 

" Why Jove's fatellius are lefs than Jove." 

It is common in converfation to put the 
accent on the antepenult, and make the 
word a triffyllable, thus, fdteUites. I 
think the beft accentuation of the word, 
as a triflyllable, for the fake of the found, 
is on the penult, JatMlite ; but I cannot 
produce any authority for it.— Minif- 
trant is wrongly accented by Pope on the 
penult : 

" Mtniftrant to their queen with bufy care." 

Milton has it rightly : 

" Princedoms and dominations miniftrant" 

fyrcbejlre is accented on the antepenult, 

though orcbijira on the penult. Sinijier 

feems, fays Johnfon, to be accented on 

the penult, when ufed in the literal fenfe 

of left: 

« In Ytefmiftir. hand, inftead of ball/' 

Dryden. 

and 
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and on the antepenult, when ufed in the 
figurative fenfe oibad, corrupt, &c. ; but 
he gives no authority for the latter ac- 
cent. I believe the obfervation is juft*. 

* Yet Garth has accented it on the middle fyl- 
lable, in the figurative fenfe. Verfes to Lord GodoU 
fbin> 1. 21. 



N} 
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CHAP. VIII, 

• Father Exceptions to Rule V, 

» « 

i 

TriJJyllqbles accented on the Loft* 

1. T T TORDS terminated in -ode, ~ee, 

V V -eer, -ier -, as baricdde, cannon- 
ade, epop4e,fricaJfie, buccaneer, cava- 
lier, &c. 

2. Words formed by prefixing a fyllable 

to diflyllables accented on the laft, 
as in the firft Exceptive Rule fub- 
joined to Rule V : ex. difannul, in-, 
difcrtet, premature, &c. 

3. Monofyllables compounded with, coun- 

ter-, inter-, over-,fuper-, under- ; as 
interleave, intermix, fuper add, under- 
go, undertake \ overflow (verb *), coun- 
termand. 

Alfo 

* N. B. The verbs fubmit more exaftly to this 

rule than the nouns : interchange, overflow, Underhand^ 

'.*..'• underwood^ 
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Alfo the words following : acquiifce^ . 
alamode, advertife, antecide, appertain, ap- 

prehind, af cert din . ■ Bagatelle, berga- 

m6t, bombafin. — -—Caravan, Cherfontfe, 
circumduct, circumfufe, circumvent, cir- 
cumvijl, circumvolve, clientele, coagment* 
ipoattfce, coincide, commonwealth, or -weal, 
complaifdnt, comprehend, connoijfeur, con* 
tradiSl, contravene, correfpond, courtezan* 

— - — X)ebonndir, difembogue, dijhabille. . 

Effervffie, embrafure, entertain, envelope /.j 
(fubft, — fpoken as French entirely ),ever* ' 
more. Feveret. -—Importune, intro- 
duce, intromit, invalid (fubft,). 

Magazine, manumit, matad6re, mira- 
dor ( D ry d . £ or a balcony) . NonpariiL 

Obfol^te, operofe, opportune, 

Palancjuin, pantal<5on, parafdl, paro- 
quet, perfevire. 

Ratafia, recommind, reconcile (but oftert % 
otherwife in converfation *), recognife 

Underwood, Underplot, indcrwork, all admit the ac- 
cent on the antepenult, when ufed as nouns : alfo 
countermine, counterplot, &c. 

* The derivative reconcilement is however uni- 
formly accented on the fy liable -*•//*-. 

N 4 (fome- 
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(fometimes ricognife), rendezvous, repef- 
cufs, reprehind, reprefent, refervoir. 

Solitaire, fubtrahfrid, fuperfide, fuper* 
Jtrdin,fupervene, fupervife *. Tabou- 

rinc. Venenife, violin. ■■ Zfnder- 

niatb, ufquebdugb. 

Add the following verbs compounded 
with inter- (of which the fimple form is 
not Englifh) : intefcide, intercept, inter- 
elude, interdiSi t f, interfere, interfu/e, in- 
terlope, intermit, interp6fe, interrupt^ in* 
terfiSt, interfirt, intervirt, intervolve* 

N.B. The words printed above in 
Roman letters are differently accented 
by Johnfon. 

He alfo accents the following on the 
laft i contrary* J think, to the prefent 
ufage, which is regular : 

Artifdn % part if an, harridan, circumcife, 
circumfcribe* circumfpeft, bodmandod, pa~ 
r amount, 

* Thefe word* in fupir- are admitted here, be- 
eaufe their competition belongs not to the Englifh 
language ; and therefore they do not properly faB un- 
der Obfervation 3. p. 182. 

f Not fo the fubftantive inti^dln. 

CHAP, 
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CHAP. IX, 



Exceptions to Rule VI. 

FolyfyUables that throw the Accent back * 
beyond the Antepenultima. 

■* 

IT has generally been faid and be- 
lieved, that it is conformable to the 
genius of Englifti pronunciation, to 
throw back the accent as far as pofliblc 
from the end of a polyfyllable. This 
fuppofition has, at times, corrupted our 
fpeech with many barbarous and u op leaf- 
ing founds, which are in reality repug- 
jiant to its analogy : fuch as Academy, ri- 
jra&ory, pirfunftory, rJceptac/e, Jufcepti- 
ble, &c. which no ear can hear without 
being offended. It is high time, then, 
that this falfe notion ihould be contro- 

• N. B. Accents are always counted backwards 
from the laft fyllable. 

6 verted, 
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verted, and the further ill effedb of it 
prevented *. 

The 

* The following obfervation may, perhaps, in fome 
meafure illuftrate that which is here averted, that 
it is the nature of Englifli accent to fall on the ante- 
penult of a polyfyllable. As we adopt words and 
names from other languages, we reduce them to the 
analogy of our own j confequently, if thofe be right 
who contend that we throw our accents back as far 
as poulble, the proper name Eriphyle fhould be ac- 
cented by a mere Englifli reader on the firft fyllable 
of the word, Eriphyle. But the truth is, that every 
fuch reader would fpeak it according to Rule VT, 
Eriphyle : and Parnel has actually ufed it fo in verfe— 

'** The fad Eriphyle retreats to moan 
*« What wrought her hufband's death, and caus'd 
her own." Elyfium* 1. 45. 

*— in fpite of Virgil, whom he feems to have had in 
his eye when he chofe the epithet fad: 

" His Phaedram Procrimque locis, mceftamque Eri- 

phylen 
" Crudelis nati monftrantem vulnera cernit." 

Mn. VI. 445. 

From the* fame place he has taken Laodamia, and 
anglicifed her name in the fame manner, a few lines 
below : 

" Fair Laodamia mourns her nuptial night," 

Rule V. might be illuftrated in a fimilar manner, 

Proferpine 
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The analogy of the Englifh language 
accents every word, of more than two 
fyllables *, on the antepenultima. We 
have indeed many polyfyllables in which 
the accent is thrown further back; but 
they belong chiefly to a few terminations, 
or are influenced by the accentuation of 
words from which they are derived. I 
have thrown them together here, 

Proferpine was at firft accented on the middle fyk 
lable when ufed by our poets, according to the Latin* 
Thus Spenfer : 

■ " 'Gan threaten hellifh paine, 

** And fad Projerpine's wrath, them to affright." 

F. %. I. 2 St. 2. 

And Milton ; 

" Not that fair field 

* c Of Enna, where ProJerpin> gathering flowers,"— 

P. L. IV. 269. 

But growing familiar in Englifh writing, it has fince 
taken the Englifh accentuation on the antepenult; 

" But Proferpine the reft in form furpaft." 

Nichol. Mifc. Poems j IV. 1 33. 

Shakfpeare accents Barabbas on the firft,— Vol. iii. 
* Except as herein excepted. 

terminations 
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germinations which throw the Accent to the 
fourth Syllable from the End. 

i. Every monofyllabic termination added 
to a word accented on the antepe- 
nult, as regulating, inter ejled, tdlka- 
tivenefsy dbjblutely. 

2. -Le impure, as -ble, -de, &c.$ alfo 
-ary and -ory. Thefe are terminations 
chiefly of derivative words, and they 
ufually follow the accent of their 
primitives * : confequently they do 
not throw the accent back beyond the 
antepenult, unlefs their primitives lead 
-them to it. Attainable falls under 
Rule VI. ; pirfonable under this ob- 
fervation ; fo difp£nfary> tributary 9 &c. 
by retaining refpe&ively the accent 
of their primitives. 
But thefe terminations, -6/e 9 &c, when 

not derivative, have ftill a tendency to 

throw back the accent to the fourth 

* This is by no means an univerfal rule with the 
Englifti derivatives, though it takes place to a cer- 
tain degree. 

fyllable j 
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fyllable ; as inexorable, .inevitable, fimi- 
nary, luminary, pttlitory * .• except there 
be in any part of the word the concur- 
rence of two confonants ; in which cafe 
the accent is dilpofed to reft wherever 
the two confonants meet, as in combufti- 
bkyfatisfdtfory, contradictory. We ought 
therefore analogoufly to fay, receptacle *f f 
Jkjcfyiible, refractory, perfun&ory; and the 
more efpecially as the other accentuation 
produces fo barbarous a cacophony. 

Obferve, however, in exception to ob- 
fervation 2d. 

1 . That there are a few words in -bte, &c. 
which throw the accent back to the 
fourth fyllable, though the deriva- 
tion demands it otherwife : viz. dd- 

* Conventicle is fo accented by Shakipeare and 
Dryden $ yet I cannot but prefer the found of c$n- 
venticle. 

t Yet Dryden has (aid receptacle : 

" The facred receptacle of the wood." 

FL said Leaf. 1. 61. 
And Prior has Jufceptible : 
— «« Blow with empty words the Jufapttbh flame." 

mirable, 
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', mira&k, c6mmendabk y comparable, cin* 

- futable (fometimes), dilutable, pri- 
. ferabk, referable* revocable ; from ad* 

\. mirt r commend, confute, &c. Co'rrup* 

- ftM? is; I think, hardly enough eftab- 
. . fiihed, to be added to the lift 5 and it 
t:\ *ifr to be hoped. -that it will p£vtr be 
1 1 more confirmed *. » -■• 
ai.That a few words* in **ty dothc fathe» 
f notwithftanding • the concurrence 'of 

confonants in another iylfable: \iz* 
ddtuerfdry, drmillary, cipilldVyy com- 
mentary, commijfary, imijfary, ' faem- 
. pfay, frltiliaiji miihillary, titctffary, 
'-..pdpsJlary, p&pittdty, voluntary 1 . 
3. Alio fome in-dty.* viz. dcciffbfy, con- 
Jtflwy* difultory, ditrtiffbryi inventory, 
peremptory, promontory, r£pertory.—~ 
I hope refeStory is yet revocable from 
this fate. 

1 

* Dr. Johnfon has "marked the accent on the ari- 
tepenult: and Shakfpeare has written corruptibly. 
Yet $p$ifer Has corruptible, in his Hymn to heavenly 
Beauty, 1. 144, ,• • 

• • , *« Ne dare look up with eirruptWh eye/ 1 
./..■:■ 4* But, 
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4. But, on the contrary, in fome few 
words the concurrence of confonants 
gets the better even of derivation, 
which is not ufualjy the cafe; \as in 
alimentary, elementary, parliaminiary, 
Supplementary, tumultuary } from J&+ 
ment, element, pdrlinment, &c* ^ ». * 
Not many words throw the accent be- 
yond the fourth fyllable, as laboratory, 
except by rcafon of accumulated deriva- 
tion j as interefiidnefs,dij$utabknefs y &c. 

Lift of ', Words' which throw the Recent 
hack beyond the Antepenult, but are not 
comprehended in the above Obfervations* 

Agriculture, dcrimony, allegory \Mabdf* 
ter ** alimony, aeromancyi dltigathr,.anno~ 
tator/f j , antechamber, antimony, dppHca* 
titje'^apopkxy. . .; vi: .«. . v* . 

Bdptijlery. ■ Caterpillar %, chird* 

mancy, 

* This is an exception to Rule III. Chap. viii. 
f See the obfervation on polyfyllables in -ator, page 
194. ^ ..•...■■ 

% Celibacy alfo is marked on the firft by Johnfon, 
and to ufed by a poet now living : 

f< Then celibacy came, in cloifters bred," 

Yet 



igz Of A c a* n r. Part II. 

money, commonalty, commorancy, conjicu- 
true, cdntroverjy, contumacy. 

D&etery, d^fentery. 

Efficacy, epikpjy. 

G4omancy.<--^HdberdaJher f biterodox, 
ltfdromancy.--—rgnomhty. 

Ligiflatvuc, ligijlature, lit bom an cy. 

Matrimony, melancholy, mifentery, me- 
tallurgy, metonymy, mifcellany, monaf- 
tery. 

Nominative, nicromancy. 

Oligarchy, onomancy, ofcitancy.—Fdr- 
Jimony, pdrticiple, patrimony, p&ifogger, 
predeceffor, protbonotary \ f Rodomon- 
tade *. ' SdnBimony, flptuagint. . 

f&bernacle, temperament, tijtimony. 

N. B. The words printed in Roman 
characters are otherwife accented by Dr. 
Johnfbn, in the fourth edition of his 
Dictionary. 

Yet the right and the ufual accentuation i& celi- 
bacy. 

* Be£aufe from Rodomont. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP, X, 

Further Exceptions to Rule VI. 

Tolyfyllables, which take the Accent on the 

Penultima. 

1. IT TOR DS formed from triflylla- 

V V bles or poly fyllablcs accented 
on the laft, by the addition of a fylla- 
ble ; as connoijfeurjhip, effervefcence, 
immaturely, animadverting, operdfe- 
nejs*. 

2. Words formed by prefixing one fyl- 

lable to triflyllables, or two to diflyl- 
lables, accented on the penultima; 
as reaj[imble> unrefijied> preexijtence, 
&c. ; alfo intermeddle, overjhddow^ 
femimital, undervalue \ &c. 

* Advertifement is therefore now irregular : yet 
' Shakfpeare ufed it fo regularly, for in his time the 
verb wqs otherwife accented, advtrtift. 

O 3. Word* 
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3. Words terminated in -ado, -bfter *, 
-cele, -ental, -ic, -ites, -ofis; as ambuf- 
cddo, bajtinddo, poetdjter, hydrocele, de- 
trimental \ paregoric, Jfydorjfic, Jialac- 
tites, amaurdfis; excepting only arith- 
metic and metamorphofis *f-. 

Alfo the following Lift. 

Abracadabra, adamant tan, adamantine, 
adminiftritor, adolefcent, affidavit, Agonif- 
tes, alexandrine, algebrdift, allantois or 
allantot'des, almacdntar, amanuenfis, ama- 
ranthine, ambidexter, amorofo, ampbijfrdna, 
antanacldfis, dntecurjbr, anthropomSrphite, 
apog/um, dpo/lopefts, apparatus, appropin- 
quate, trittta, ariofo, armadillo, ajftinto, 
atheroma, averr&ncate. 

* The polyfyllables in -ator are fo marked by 
Dr. Johnfon, and their origin feems to demand it ; 
neyerthelefs, the greater part of them now fellow the 
accent of the Engliih words which axe. derived from 
the fame fources ; as progno/licaUr from prognojiic, 
commentator from comment : the reft will be found 
• in the lift, Triflyllables in -ator are fpoken of in 
page 168. 

■f This word, of which the is as long as poflible 
in the original, may ferve to fhew the tendency of 
our language to accent the antepenult, even in fpite 
of quantity, which is eventually affe&ed by it. See 
Rules of Quantity. 

10 Becqfico, 
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' Becafico, benefd&or. — Carcinoma, ca- 
taUpfis, catechumen, certiorari, coadjutor, 
contrayervayconfervdtor. 

Daffodilly, dandelion, diabetes, dioce* 

fan *. 

Elegiac v tmenddtor, emphyjhna, empy- 
rean, epicurean *f ? epidermis, epiphonima, 
evantfcent, European. 

Gladiator. — Hymeneal and bymenean. 

Ignoramus, impropriator, inadvertent, 
inuendo, interregnum, interlocutor, ipeca* 
cudnha. 

Legijldtor, literati. — Manifejlo,. tnanu- 
fdSlure, maufotium, mediator, memoran- 
dum, metamorphofe, mezzotinto, moderator. 
^—Numerator. \ ' 

Obfervdtor, officinal, operator, oxymoron. 

Panacea, paragoge, paraquito, pecadil- 
lo, Pega/ean, perigeum, peritoneum, per- 
turbdtor, philomila, pojluldtum, premunire, 
procurator, pyrotichny. 

Ragamuffin, rationale, recitativo. 

* So Johnfon : yet we more frequently hear dikefan. 
f Shakfpeare has ufed it epicurean : 

" Keep his brain fuming, epicurean cooks ! " 

O 2 Saltinbdnco, 
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Sakinbanco,farfaparilla,fpermaciti,fu- 
perc&rgo,fynalipha. 

Terebinthine. — Ventilator, vermicelli, 
violoncello y virtuofo.—Univirfah 

Further Exceptions to Rule VI. 
Tolyfyllables accented on the Loft. 

The number of thefe is very fmall. I 
recolledt only four : animadvert, never- 
tbelefs, recitative, ultramarine. Unlefs 
they are fuch as arife from the compofi- 
tion of triffyllables or diflyllables ac- 
cented on the laft, as readvertife, coun- 
terfurprife, which are not often met 
with. 



CHAP, 
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CHAP. XL 



Words dijlinguifhed by Accent alone. 

BESIDES the diflyllabic nouns and 
verbs regularly diftinguifhed by 
their accent *, according to the corollary 
fubjoined to Rules L and II. p. 150. 
fome other words are diftinguifhed by 
accent, though not in fuch a manner as 
to be referable to any diftinft clafs. I 
have colledted thofe which I have ob- 
ferved of them ; 

attribute, fubft. attribute, verb, 

Auguji, the month auguji, adj . 

buffet, a blow buffet, a cupboard 

cotqpaft, fubft. compaSl, adj, 

* Of which noups and verbs there is a lift in 
page 200. 

O 3 to con-* 
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to conjure, to enjoin to conjure ■, magically 

folemnly 
a conjurer, and a conjurer 

context, fubft. and context, adj. woven 
champaign, wine champaign, open 

country 
defirt, merit difert, wildernefs 

defert, a fervice of fruit, ought properly 

to be fpelt dejfert. 
envelope, v. envelope, fubft. 

But the omiffion of the final e to the verb makes 
a better diftin&ion. 

to txile, to banifh -j 

and \ exile, very fmall 

ixile, one banifhed J 
gallant, bold, ©V. gallant, a lover 
/* incenfe, to per- /0 incinfe, to provoke 

fiime 
inftinSt, fubft. inftin&,z&). 

interdiSi, fubft. interdict, verb. 
#!/&//, contemptu- /«/#//, leaping on 

ous behaviour 
invalid, not valid, invalid, a fickly per- 

fon 

But Dr. Johnfon properly adds an * to the latter. 

Levant, the eaftern levant, adj . eaftern, 
coaft of the Me- Milton. 

diterranean 

minute^ 
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minute, of time, and minute, adj. fmall 
precedent, fubft. precedent, adj. going 

before 

It is ufual alfo thus to diftinguifh 

predicament, cattego- predil&ftienti fitua- 

ry, from tion*. 

Jinifier, left finijler, infidious; 

&c. 
fupine, a part of fpeech fupine, adj. 

Words compounded from nouns and 
verbs diftinguifhed by accent only, arc 
themfelves alfo thus difcriminated ; as, 

precontract, fubft. precontrdSt, verb. 

and fome monofyllables compounded 
with under-, over-, &c. as obferved at 
page 176; *s, 

countermine, to countermine, &c. 

It may be fatisfa&ory to fome perfons, 
and even ufcfuf, to prefent a lift of nouns 

* Shakipeare has, 

" In which predicament I fay thou ftand'ft." " 

Mefch. if Fen. Shakfp. III. 227. 

O 4 and 
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and verbs diftinguiflied according to the 
corollary to the firft and fecond Rules. 



Nouns* 

A'bjetf, a. 
db/ent, a» 
dbjlraft 
accent 
affix 

&ffign 
augment 

Bombard 

Cement 

colleague 

colleSi 

compact 

compound 

cdmprefs 

concert 

concrete 

conduSl 

confine 

confliSi 

cdnferve 



Verbs. 

AbjiSi 

abftnt 

abfirdSi 

accent * 

affix 

affign 

augmint 

Bombard 

Cemint 

colleague 

colleSi 

compdSi 

compound 

comprtfs 

concirt 

concrete 

conduft 

confine -j* 

conflict 

conferve 



* To accent is now often faid; alfo accented for 
accented* 

. f But to confine, meaning to border upon, is ac- 
cented as the fubftantive from which it is made. 
Par. Loft, II. 977. 

confort 
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Nouns. Verbs. 
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confort 


confort 


conteft 


contejt 


contrast 


contrast 


contrafi 


contrdjh 


cdnvent 


convent 


cdnverfe 


converfe * 


convert 


convert 


conviSi 


conviSt 


Bifert 


Defert 


defcant 


defcant 


digeji 


digeji 


m y 


EJdy m 


export 


exptfrt 


ixtraSl 


extrdSt 


Ferment 


Ferment 


friquent 


frequent 


I'mport 


Imp6rt 


incenfe 


incenfe 


infult 


infolt 


O'bjeSl 


ObjiSt 


Perfume (often) 


Perfume 


permit 


permit 


prefix 


prefix 



* Dr. Johnibn, at this word, remarks the analogy 
here exhibited. 

primife 



ftOZ 
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Nouns* 


Verbs.. 


prfanfe 


premife 


frifage 


prefdge 


prifent 


prefent 


produce 


produce 


fr6je£l 


projeSi 


frotefi 


protift 


Rebel 


Rebil 


record 


record 


rifufe 


refufe 


SubjeSl 


SubjeSt 


firvey 


furviy 


Torment 


Torment 


trdjeSi 


trajiSl 


transfer 


transfer 


trdnfport 


tranfpdrt 


tranfoerfe 


tranfueffe 



I will not undertake to aflert that this 
lift is complete ; but it is perhaps more 
fo than any that has hitherto been exhi- 
bited, and fufficiently fo to (hew' a very 
ample fpecimen of the fadt. 

Dr. Johnfbn has given fome rules for 
atccntuation which he confefles to be 
incomplete. It may be of fome ufe to 

fhow 
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fhow in what manner they coincide with 
the rules here laid down. His rules 1, 
3, 4, 5, 7, fall under Rule I and its ex- 
ceptions ; 2, 3, 6, under Rule II; 8, 9, 
10, 11, 12, 13, 14, under Rule V; 15, 
under the exceptions to Rule V; 16, 
under the exceptions to Rule VI in 
Chap, ix$ 17, 18, 19, 20, under Rule 
VI. 



<#*& 



PART 



PART III. 



Of QJJ ANTITY, 



CHAP. L 



QUANTITY is the word generally 
adopted by grammarians to exprefs 
the relative length of iyllables. Thofe 
which pafs off rapidly, are called Jhort ; 
thofe, in the utterance of which the voice 
is evidently more retarded, are called 
long. This two-fold divifion has gene- 
rally been accounted fufficient for ufe, 
though confiderably removed from ftrift 
accuracy. On a more careful examina- 
tion, fyllables denominated Abort, are dis- 
covered to differ greatly from each other; 
and thofe which are reckoned long, ap- 
pear to be by no means equal in length. 

The 
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The groundwork of the general dif- 
tindion is formed by the nature of 
voWels, which are all capable of being 
pronounced with a longer or a fhorter 
found. When the vowel which a fyl-~ 
lable contains is to be fpoken WltH its* 
fhort found, the fy liable itfelf inky -be* 
accounted naturally fhort ? when the 
vowel is long, the fyllable containing it 7 
cannot but be long alfo : but though 
the governing part be the vowel, forne 
retardation of the voice will be ocCa- 
fioned by the concurrence of confonants. 
If we confider every confonant in a fyl- 
lable as requiring fome time, however 
little, for its articulation, it will follow 
that every fyllable, excluding the con- 
fideration of its vowel, muft increafe in 
length according to the number of its 
confonants. 

Upon this principle we may readily 
form a table of the gradation of fyllables, 
from the fhorteft of the fhort, to the 
Jongeft of the long. In fuch a fcale the. 
very fhorteft of all fyllables will be fuch 
as confift of a fingle fhort vowel alone ; 
z the 
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the longeft of thofe containing a fhort 
vowel, will be that in which the vowel 
is encumbered with the grcateft number 
of confonants. The fhorteft of the fyl- 
ladles naturally long, will confift of a 
tingle long vowel $ and thefe will pro- 
ceed by the fame fteps as thofe whofe 
votycl is fhort, till the long vowel ap- 
pears in its turn loaded, with as many 
confoiftnts as can poflibly be pronounced 
with it.— The fcheme of it may be 
drawn QUt thus : 

Short Syllables. 

1. Single fhort vowel, a, e, &c. 

2. One confonant, bd, ab. , 

3. Two confonants, bad, pra, arb. 

4» Three confonants, Jpra, prat, barb, 
ends. 

5. Four confonants, Jprdt,JIdnd, bards, 

&c. 

6. Five confonants, Jtrand,Jidnds, &c* 
7« Six confonants, Jlrands, &c. 

Long 
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• Long Syllables*. 

1 . Single long vowel, a, e, &c. 

2. One confonant, bd, db. 

3. Two confonants, bad, pra, orb. 

4. Three confonants, fprd, prat, barb, 

ends. 

5. Kour confonants^ jfrrat, ft and, bards t 

&c. 

* For the fake of clearness, I have fet down tta 
fame forms for the long as for the fhort fyl]ables: ; 
but as moft of them are fuch fyllables as, according 
to the genius of our pronunciation, would regularly 
have their vowels ihort, the reader muft be careful toi _ 
pronounce the inftances on this fide, as if written 
thus : I. ay, ee. 2. bay,, alb. 3. bayd or bade, pray, 
airb. 4. /pray, prate, bairb, eeud,s, &c. It would not 
be eafy, in our language, to find real words of fuch 
forms fo pronounced. 

An ancient critic has obferved this gradation 19 - 
part j namely, with refpe& to the number of confo- * 
nants which precede a vowel. His inftances are the. *" 
Greek words, t-Mt, fi-hs, rpf-itos, rp-Qo*. He * 
observes, alio, that the ferns gradation takes place as : 
to the long vowels ; and inftances <nrhw as the ex* . 
treme word on that fide. Had he not been prepof- 
fefled with the ancient pradical methods refpefiing 
quantity, he would probably have confidered confo- 
nants following a vowel in the fame light as thofe 
preceding lU—Dionyf. Hal. de Stru$. Orat. % 1$. 

6. Five 
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6. Five confonants, ^r*i;ft/, &c. 

7. Six confonants, Jlrands> &c. 

A greater number of confonants than 
fix is not often united with one vowel. 

I will not pretend that the voice is 
not as much retarded by the accumula- 
tion of cohfonants, in N* 6 and 7 of 
the firft lift, as it is by the length of 
the vowel in the firft numbers of the 
fecond; perhaps it is even more fb: 
but ftill there is fbme gradation of 
fhortr> fyllables, though a rigid critic 
fhould choofe to cut it fhort at N° 4 *. 

The ancients, who obferved that a fu- 
jierior liability, if not a fuperior length, 
is given to fyllables by confonants fol- 
lowing than by confonants preceding the 
vowel, confidered thofe fyllables as long, 
in which the vowel flood before two con- 
fonants ; and even when that fituation was 
accidental. Thus the fame fyllables were 
long or fhort, as they were placed before 

* Still more minute obfervations might be made on 
the nature of the confonants united with the vowels 
—how far fome retard the voice more than others—* 
but not to any ufeful purpofe. 

a con- 
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a confonant, or before a vowel • This 
was in foine meafure arbitrary; for in 
truth the fy liable -//, in legit, is neither 
longer nor fhorjer, but pronounced ex- 
actly in the fame manner *, let what will 

follow 

* In conformity to our vernacular pra&ice, we 
are accuftomed, in fpeaking Latin alfo, to pro- 
nounce every vowel with its fhort found, when 
followed by a confonant in the fame fyllable. But in 
this we deviate widely from the Roman method. In 
the mouth of a Roman, many vowels were long by 
nature, which were alfo, long by pofition. The word 
ejfet, from edo, was anciently diftinguiflied from effet, 
of the verb fum^ by having the firft e long, quail 
eejfet : but we pronounce both indifferently effet. We 
fay confutes, con/ilium* ccnfus, Conftantinus, confervet 9 
ccnfus, fejlus ; but the Romans, confutes, con/ilium, 
ceenfus, feeftus, &c. as appears when thofe words are 
written in Greek characters, xmak\%^ x4>wnX*op, xSnto*, 

KvretvTi»o< 9 xv*o-s{£tr, xrtf<?QS 9 $*?<><;. See Plut. ttl Vtt: 

Rom. &c— Alfo Mr. Harris, in his Philological In- 
quiries, p. 298. — Fojler on Accent, chap. ii. — Many 
hints of this fort may be colle&ed from the Greek 
writers on Roman hiftory in general. We are fur- 
ther informed, that the prepofitions in and con, when 
in compofition placed before for f, were pronounced 
with the vowel long ; at other times with it fhort. 

In comparing the Roman pronunciation with 
the Greek, by examining Latin words and names 

P in 
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follow it. However, it was convenient 
in pra&ice, and fatisfied the ear ; for if 
the fyllable in queftion be not in ftri&~ 
nefs affedled by that circumftance, yet 
certainly the fubfequent fyllable or word 
follows more readily when a vowel 
fucceeds a confonant, than when two 
confonahts ciafli together. Thus, qui 
legit amifam flows more eafily from the 
tongue, and in lefs timt, than qui legit 
mandatum ; but the paufe is not in the 
fyllable -*/, but after it ; and arifes from 
the inability of the organs to pafs at once 
from the / to the j».-— As the pra&ice of 
the ancients was thus in fome meafure 



in Greek authors, a difficulty ftrikes me, which, 
though not immediately conne&ed with the fubjeft of 
this remark, I cannot help noticing ; which is, that 
the Latin f> whether long or fhort, is frequently re- 
pf e fcliled in Grfeek by «, and yet not uniformly ; for 
fomfetinfcs i is tifed. Thus in the formulary quoted 
by Mr. Harris (&r. cit.) y we have PiSvn for vruite, 
fcfywi for DomTm: alfo V*fy'*f* for imperium; V** 1 ^ 
*vp?, Ipifanrnrsp for IntperatortS) omnipotent ; and in 
Plutarch, ffywwp for Ntimftor> n*x*Ai* for PatUia 9 
tetw for Sripio, ice— I fhould wiih to fee this well 
accounted for, 

arbitrary, 
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arbitrary, fo it was not exa&ly uniform* 
The Greeks confidered a diphthong as 
capable of being fliort, when followed by 
a vowel. The Romans efteemed a diph- 
thong unalterably long *, and cut it off 
before a vowel. Some other differences 
are alfo obfervable in their metrical 
rules. 

A fortunate mixture of long and fliort 
iyllables, thus confidered, enabled the 
ancients to employ a fpecies of metre, 
which has not ever been imitated, with 
any fuccefs, in modern languages.— 
In treating, therefore, of quantity in 
Englifli, we may difmifs the ancient 
ideas, and con fide r merely the length 
and fhortnefs of vowels, which is all 
that materially affedts our pronuncia- 
tion. 

Contrary to the etror of thofe who 
formerly endeavoured to reduce our lan- 
guage to the rules of ancient verfe, is % 
that of thofe who think that quantity is 
in Englifh a matter of no confequence. 

* Except pra, in compound words, before a vowel. 

P 2 Miftakes 
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Miftakes in quantity arc not uncommon ; 
and indeed a very principal error in the 
pronunciation of our northern neigh- 
bours, is that of lengthening the vowels 
which we pronounce fhort, and of fhor- 
tening thofe which we make long : thus, 
for beady they fay in Scotland bede or 
heed ; for take, tak ; &c. * 

It is therefore material that the rules 
of our quantity fhould be afcertained; 
and that it fhould be defined in what fi- 
tuations every vowel ought to have its 
long, and in what its fhort found. This 
is the bufinefs of the Third Part of this 
Treatife. But, before we enter upon it, it 
is neceffary that the way fhould be cleared 
bya few obfervations concerning the right 
divifion of words into fyllables. 

* So alfo, in pronouncing Latin, they lay pieftira 
and btellum> for pe&ora and billum. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. II. 

■ 1 

Divifion of Words. 

DR. Wallis, the great example of all 
who treat on the Englifh language, 
obferves rightly, that the divifion of words 
into fyllables is not a matter worthy of 
difpute * $ but propofes that, where a 
vowel is followed by a fingle confonant, 
the divifion of the word (hould be regu- 
lated by the length of the vowel. If the 
vowel be long, he would have the coA- 
fonant confidered as belonging to the lat- 
ter fyllable ; if fhort, to the former : as 
Ia-ter 9 lat-er *\. He owns, however, that 

this was not the ufual mode. 

The 

* " Res non tanti eft, ut fimus de difpefcendis 
fyllabis admodum folliciti." Grammar > cap. i. § 2. 

P-54- 
•f " Putaverim ita difpefcendas fyllabas, ut nunc 

adantecedentem, nunc ad'eonfequentem vocalem re- 

P £ feratur 
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The obvious obje&ion to this method 
is, that it fuppofes the length of the 
vowel to be previoufly known $ which, as 
a matter of gfeater difficulty, ought ra^ 
ther to be deduced from the divifion of 
the word, 

I fhall therefore lay down the follow** 
ing rules, which are conformable to efa* 
blifred ufage, 

Rules for the X)ivifion of Words. 

\ , That every fyllable ends with a yowel, 
unlefs two con fon ants, or a double 
one, follow it ; as ba-fon, ba-ron, 

%. That when two confonants follow ^ 
vowel, except they are a mute and 
a liquid *, one belongs to the for- 
mer, and one to the latter fyllable j 
as ban-Ur % bat-ter. 

feratur confona intermedia \ prout praecedens vocalis 
vel corripienda fit vel producenda. Sed mos aliter 
obtinet.— lb. p. 53, 

* The mutes are, £, c, d y fj g t j 9 1 9 p y q y t> v\ the 
liquids, /, iw, », r. And it is meant in the exception, 
that they fliould come together in the order in which 
they are there mentioned $ the mute firft, and then 
the liquid. 

3. That 
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3 . That the double confonant x belongs 

to the former fyllable, as pr ax-is. 

4. That a mute and a liquid are infepara- 

ble, and belong both to the latter 
fyllable ; as a-6le, a-cre, ma- fie *.. 

j. That derived and compounded words 
are ufually divided with attention 
to their origin $ as kind-er, hire- 
ling. 

6. That if more than two confonants fol- 
low a vowel, the firft ufually belopgs 
to the former fyllable, the reft to the 
latter •(• ; as dif-tri&, pan-tber. 

More rules plight be laid down %, but 
thefe are fufficient for geaeralufe. It is 
needlefi to purfue the matter to a further 
degree of exa&nefs. 

* Ch, th 9 ph, belong alfo to the latter fyllable ; as 
fa-thery mo-ther y gra-phic. 

i Beeaufe the two latter confonants, in fuch a tafe, 
ufually are ? mute and a liquid, or tb> &c. 

% As, that n and r , before another confonant, ad* 
here bpth to the former fyllable ; thus, diftinc-tivf* 
compw-tiwy &c. &c, 

P 4 CHAP. 
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CHAP. III. 



Rules of Quantity. 



I. \ Vowel followed by a confonaht 
jlJl in the feme fyllable, is fhort * ; 

as bat, tef-tify, kill, or-gan, but-ler. 

II. A vowel which ends a iyllabje in an 

accented penultima, is long ; as 
ba-con, ge-nus, tri-jle, co-gent, p*- 
ta-to, deed -rum. 

III. A mute e, fubjoined to a fingle con- 

fonant, makes the preceding vowel 
long *f- : thus, bat becomes bate ; 

met, 

• But it is not univerfally true, on the contrary, 
that a vowel which ends a fyllable is long : in forae 
fituations the vowel is neceflarily fhort, whether fol- 
lbwed by a confonant or not. See Rule IV. 

t This rule feems originally to have arifen out of 
Rule II : for anciently the final /, which is now 
plenty was pronounced ebfeurely, but unaccented; 

and 



t 
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met, mete; bid, bide; &c. But if 
more confonants than one precede 
the e, the vowel before them re- 
mains fhort : as fence, bulge, germe. 

IV. A vowel, in an accented antepenul- 
tima, though not followed by a 
confonant in the fame fyllable, is 
fhort; as gra'-tify, e-ditor, o-ri- 
gin. 

N. B. The vowel u is not affedted 
by this rule : as lu-cubrate, pu- 
berty *• 
V. Compounded and derived words ufu- 
ally preferve the quantity of the 
primitive ; thus, co-gency from cq- 
: gent, pii-nifhment from pu-nifh. 

VI. Diphthongs are naturally long, ex- 
cept 00, which has its regular long 

and confequently the preceding vowel terminated an 
accented penultima, if only one confonant followed ; 
as ba-te, bUde,jlb-ne, &c. ; but not fo if there were 
two confonants, as in fen-ce, bul-ge, ger-me* See 
Wallis, p. 52. 

* On the contrary, even the fhort u, in Jludy, is 
lengthened when thrown into the antepenultima, in 
Jiudious, 

and 
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and fhort found like a finglc vow* 
cl *. Thofe diphthongs, which 
are occafionally made fhort, will 
be found in their refpe&ive places, 
as being iregularly ufed like finglc 
vowels *j-. 

VII. A vowel which terminates a word, 
if it be accented, is long ; and if 
unaccented, fhort ; as aha, comma; 
Jb?, epitome, brocoli ; ag9 % cdllico ; 
wberetf, Jbdbtiy. Even the falfe 
diphthongs ey and ow are fhort 
in final fyllables, when unaccented. 
See pp. 64. and 83. 

VIII. A vowel, in any unaccented fylla- 
ble, is ufually fhort ; as de-ndunce, 
regular , &e. or in any accented 
. one beyond the penultima. 

Hence it happens that, in many in- 
ftances, we fhorten fyllables, whieh by 
their etymology ought to be very long ; 
as the middle fyllable in thefe words, m* 
dttor, bldfpbemy, cicatrix, irritate, mdtbe* 

* See page 75. N. B. Every inflahce in which 
§0 is fhort, is recited in page 76. 
t See pp. 54, 55, 59, 60, &c. &c. 
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Jfs*, orat$r,J>Uthora,ftnator, derived from 
auditor) /J?u««r$ijfx/(X, cicatrix, irrito, (mU 
bpti, orator, vhy^pcL, fenator ; thus alfgt 
coronet, coronal, and cdrmer, from corona. 
And thofe who read the Grecian hiftory 
in Eoglifh only, universally talk of Alex-* 
ander's battles of the Grdntcus and of 
A'rbila \. From a contrary caufe, name-* 
ly, from our unwillingnefs to fhorten the 
vowel u when it is not followed by a 
confonant in the fame fyllable, we fpeak 
of the £hrub arbutus, inftead of arbutus, 
as it is in Latin* Idia is a Angular in* 
fiance of a contrary deviation. 

Hence we may obferve alfo, why our 
language is fo entirely unfit to imitate 
the metrical harrpony of the ancients. 
It abounds too much in fhort fyllables ; 
and thofe which, according to the rules 

* As early as the times of Prudentius, mathefes 
was fimilarly corrupted in Latin, by the prevalence 
of accentual oyer metrical rhythm. 

t Obferve, that all thefe examples ferve alfo to il- 
luftrate the tendency of our language to accent trif- 
fyllable* upon the antqperaiJtiina. See pp. $66. and 
187. 

Of 
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of the ancient metre, would be long by 
pofition, are fo hurried, on by the pre- 
dominating force of our accentual cm- 
phafis, that they have neither thp (la- 
bility of long fyllables, nor the fluency 
of fhort ones. Add to this, that the 
number of our words which end in vow- 
els, is very ill proportioned to thofe 
which begin with confonants : they do 
not therefore flow readily into each other, 
but form a perpetual claftiing of confo- 
nants ; this harfhnefs does not much of- 
fend our ears, to which long ufe has made 
it familiar ; but would grievoufly agitate 
the organs of fuch a critic as he who con- 
fidered the opening of Tbucydides's hif- 
tory as remarkably unmufical *. I fhould 
indeed be loth to fubjedfc the founds of 
our language to the trial of any ancient 

ear. 

« • 

* DionyfT. of Halicarnaflus, de Struft. OraU fe&. 
22. He praifes it, at the fame time, for its ftrength 
and dignity j and indeed confiders that clafhing of con- 
fonants, &c. which he remarks in it, not as a fault, 
but as chara&eriftic of the kind of ftyle adopted by 
that hiftorian. 

6 Such, 
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Such, however, are the rules of Eng- 
lish Quantity. I am forry to be obliged 
to fubjoin to them fo formidable an hoi): 
of exceptions ;" but I do not know that 
any more general rules could have been 
formed. I have endeavoured, by claffing 
the exceptions as clearly as I could, to 
obviate the inconvenience arifing from 
their number. 

We may obferve, from the fourth of 
the above rules, how erroneous the com- 
mon opinion is, that our accent always 
lengthens the fyllable on which it falls. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP* IV. 

Exceptions to 'Rule I. 

/f though followed by a confonant 
**•* } in the feme fyllabte, is ldng in 
Snget *, ancient, ac6, baft (in mafic *f-), 
tSmbric, t bomber , danger, manger ; and in 
all thofe words in which that vowel hat 
its open, or its broad found ; thole founds 
being naturally long. See the Lifts, pp. 4* 
and 8. 

JS is alfo long, notwithftanding the 
rule, in the words demefne, left J, tejier* 
ytft ; and in the termination -es, in words 

• In the derivatives of this word, as angelic, &c. 
the a is fhort j but not in the compounds, as arch- 
angel. 

t More properly written bafe, 

% Left is fometimes pronounced with e fhort ; and 
It is better that it fhould be fo, that it may not be 
confounded with leaft. 

derived 
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derived from Greek or Latin ; as ambages, 
antipodes, fordes, &c. 
N I is long in Chrifi *, climb, ; and in tha 
terminations -igh, -igbt, -ign, ~ild, -ind. 
The only words thus terminated, that are 
regular, are #&/, wind <f ; alfo refctnd 9 
and the other derivatives oifcindo. 

O is long before ~id or -/*, as in bold, 
bolt, revolt, &c. ; and alfo in the follow- 
ing words : in -0/, patrol, parafbl J ; in 
-oil, droll, to fill, knoll, poll, roll, fcroll, 
fir oil, troll 1 in -r/, comport, deport, ex- 
port, fort, forte, port, report, fupport, 
Jport ; in -fi, ghoft, bofi, mofi ||, pdfi ; in 
-tb, both, forth, loth, quoth, Jlotb, troth \ 
in -rn, born %,Jhorn,fworn, torn, worn j 
laftly, in afford, boljler, comb, corps, en- 

* But (hort in the derivatives chnjlian, &c. 

t i. e. the wind, ventus. It certainly has the i I *t **** 

fliort in common ufage ; but all our beft poets have \ *7[ 

rhymed it to mind, kind, and the like. * . 

% Alfo in control, if fo fpelt, or contrail* 

\ Moji, in C0mpofition, loles the found of long , */jU9 

&s in undermoft, hithermojl, &c. When the laft fyl- jJZl& 

lable vfalmojl is accented, the is long ; when un- 
accented, fhort. 

§ From to hear. is fhort in to btborn. 

7 g r5 fi> 



o/iJU 
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grofs, ford, folk, form *, grofs, holjter, 
molten, only, porch, pork, portico, portion, 
portrait -\, to be wont ; and in the con- 
tracted words don't and wont. 

U is long before -gn, in impugn ; and 
confequently in expugn, oppugn, propugn. 

• When it means a bench \ fome fay perform, per" 
former, and performance, but erroneoufly. 
t Portrait is alfo heard fometimes. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. V. 






Exceptions to Rule II. 

THE exceptions to this rule are fo 
numerous, that it is neceffary to 
divide them into claffes : yet is the rule 
fufficiently general to be admitted, and 
undoubtedly founded in the nature of 
our pronunciation *. I propofe firft to 
collect the diflyllables which fhorten 
their vowel in contradiction to the rule, 
and to clafs them according to the vowel 

fhortened. 

if 

§ i. Dissyllables, 

List I. 

A Jhort, terminating an accented Penul- 

titna. 

u 

A-crid, d-dage 9 d-dept, d-gate, a-gile 9 
a-Ioe, a-Ium, d-mice, d-narch, d-nife, d-rid 9 
d-tom. 

* " Haec videtur genuina linguae noftrae ratio an* 
tiqua," fays Wallis, on this very fubjcdt 

Q^ Bd-fance, 
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Bd- lance, bd-nijh 9 bd-ron 9 bd-vin 9 bla- 
zon*. 

Ca-bin *f 9 cd-lid, cd- lends, cd-non, ca- 
mel, cd-rack 9 cd-vern, cd-vil, cd-rol, cbd^ 
fely cld-mour, cld-ret. 

Da-mage 9 dd-majk. 

Fdrbric, fd-cile 9 fa-got, fd-mine 9 fa- 
mijh, fd-tbom 9 Az-fton 9 frd-gile. 

Qd-mut, grd-nite 9 gd-vel 9 grd-vel. 

Hd-bit, ha-gard, ha-rafs f bd-voc, bd- 
zard.-~Jd-vel. 

I+d-ther, La-tin, Id-rum, Id-vijb, Id- 

Margie 9 md~lice 9 md-nage, md-nor 9 md- 
rijh % ma-tin, md-trafs 9 ma-trice. 

* Z is often reckoned a double letter : it is raihcr 
the foft x. See page, 138. 

t Thofe in Roman characters are often written 
with the middle Jetter doubled ; and had better 
be fo, to reduce the number of thefe exceptions. 
Etymology is the only general objection ; and that 
can hardly be thought to be a ftrong one, when we 
recoiled that in words formed by derivation within 
the pale of our own language, we often double a let- 
ter to prevent this irregularity 5 as in winning, bid- 
ding, &c. where the formative termination is -ing 
only, and the letter in the original word fingle. 

Pd-geanty 



\ 
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Pa-geant, pa-lace, pa-lette, pa-late, 
pa-nel, pa-nic, pd-rijh, pa- tent, pa-trol,. 
pla-cid, p fa-net, pla-tane. 

Rd-bid, ra-pid, ra-pine, rd^vel,rd-ven 
(verb), rd-vin, ra-vage, ra-vifh. 

Sa-bin or Ja-vin (plant), fa-lad,< Sa- 
tan, Ja-pid, fa-tin, Ja-tire, Ja-lyr, Ja~ 
vage, fca-rab, Jha-dow, Jha-mms, Jl$-ver, 
Spd-nijh, fpd-vin, fyua-lid, Jla-blijh, jta* 
tue, fia-ture, Jia-tute. 

T'd-bid, ta-blet, ta-cit, ta-lent, ta-lon, 
ta-vern, td-riff, tra-jeft, trd-gic, tra- 
vail, tra-vel, tra-verfe. 

Vd-let, vd-Iid, vd-Iance, vd-lour, vd-ltie, 
yd-ni/h, va-pid.-^-Zd-ny. , 

List II. 

E Jhort, terminating an accented Penul- 

tima. 

BH-ryl, bH-vil, be-vy, ble-mifh. 

ChU-rub, cle-ment, cle-ver, cre-dit, cr%- 
vice. — De-luge, de T fert, de-vil. 

E-pbod, e-pic, e-poch, e-pode, e-thic, 
Z-ver \—Fe-lon,fe-tid, Fle-miJb.—Ge-lid,' 
ge±nct,ge-rund.~-~He-ra/d, He-rod, hZ-ron 

Q^z (generally) 
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(generally fpoken hern) } .*^-Le-gate 9 le- 
man 9 le-mon, le-per, te-vee, le-vel, le-vy. 

Me-dal, me-lon, me-moir 9 m?-nace 9 me- 
rit, me-tal, me-tbod. — N2-pbew 9 ne-tber 9 
ne-ver.*—Pe-dant 9 pe-dal, pe-ril 9 p<?-ri/h 9 
pe-tal 9 pre-bend 9 preface, pre-fate 9 pre- 
lude 9 pre-fage 9 pr$-fence 9 pre-fent .—Re- 
bel, record, refuge, rUfufe, re-lic, re* 
lift, rif-lijh, Rhe-nijh 9 refn 9 re-vel. 

Sdt-nic 9 fe-cond 9 fe-nate 9 fe-rapb,fe- 

ven, fe-vw , Jhe-rif, Jpbe-ric, Jpbe-rule, 

Jle-ril.—Te-chy, te-nant, te-nor, te-nure, t 

te-pid, tre-ble. — Ve^nom, ve^ry \—~JVbe* 

tb?r.—Ze-pbyr. 

■\ 
List III. 

I and Y Jhort x terminating an accented Pe- 

nultima. 

# 

Bifd, bi-got, bi-jhop, bri-gand.—Ci- 
iron, cbifel, ci-ty, ci-vet, ci-vil, crt-tic, 
ty-nic.—Di-git, dri-vel, dri-ven. -"Fi- 
gure, fl-nijh, fri-gate, frigid. — Hi-tber» 
--LS-ly, li-mit, li-nen, li-quid, Ii-quor 9 
li-ver, li-vid, li-tbarge, li-zard. — Mi* 
mic, mi-nim, mi-ni/h, mi-nut e-*-Ni-tid. 
10 Pbtbi-foi 
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PbtbY-Jic, pi-geon,pi-ty, pri-mer; pri- 

Jon, pri-thee, pri-vet, pri-vy, pti-fan, 
pby-Jc. 

< S^ui-ver. — Ribald* rt-band, ri-gid, 
ri-gour, ri^fen, ri-ven, ri-ver, rt^yet.— 
Sbi-ver, Jhri-vel, Ji-gil, fi-n*w, firop, 
fni-vel, fpi-got* £pi-nage,Jpt-rit,Jti-tby, 
Jwi*-vel,Jy-nod, Jy-ringe. — I'i-mid, tri- 
bune, tribute, tri-glypb, tri-ple, tri^pod, 
trt-vet (or tre-vet), tri-Jid. 

Vi-car, vi-gour, vt-fage, vi-Jit, vlt-Jbr, 
vt-vid, v%-zard.~Wb%*tber,w%-dQV), wi- 
ther, wi-fard or wii-zard. 

List IV. 

O Jhort, terminating an accented PenuU 

tima. 

Bo-bin, bo-dy, bo-dice, 60-rougb, bro- 
thel, bro-ther .—Co-lie or cho-lic, clo-fet, 
co-lour ', co-lumn, co-met, co-mic, co-py, co- 
ral, Co-rinth, cho-ler, co-nic, co-ver, co~ 
vert, co-vet, co-vey, co-zen.~-Do-cile, do- 
lour, do-zen .—Flo-rence, Jlo-rid, Jo-rage, 
Jo-reign, Jo-re/l, fro-lic. 

Glo-bule, go-vern, gro-gram, gr8-vel.— 
US-mage, ho-neft, bo-nour, ho-vet, bo-ver, 

Q^3 bo~ney* 



f 
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r 

bo-ney.—Jo-cund*. — Lo-gic, Jo-zenge<~ 
Mo-del, mo-dern, mo-deft 9 mo -duU>mo-nad f 
mo-narcb) mo-ney 9 mo-niJh 9 mo-rah mo- 
tber.—-No-dule 9 no-vel, no-vice.— O-Iid, 
o-iive, o-ronge, S-tber, o-ven. 

Plo-ve**po-lijh 9 po-niard, pro-bat, pro- 
duce, problem, pro-cefs, pro-duft, pro-Jit, 
pro-logue, pro-pbet, pro-grefs, pro-jeS % 
pro-mi/i, pro-per, pro~verb 9 province, 
pro-vojt. 

Ro-bert % ro-rbin, rt-Jm.So-journ, Jo- 
hce 9 f8-kmn 9 j%~Ud 9 jlo-ven. —* TX-pic, 
tro-pic. — Vo-lume, vo-mit. ■ . i ■ 

The letter u affords ho exceptions to 
the rule, except in the words 

Bu-ry 9 bu-fy 9 pu-nijh. 

§ 2. Trissyllables, 

In which a Jhort Vowel terminates an ac- 
cented Penultima. 

i. Words in -ic 9 whatever be the pre- 
ceding vowel ; as barbd-ric 9 pole-mic, 
proTt-jicifpafmo-dic, bifto-ric; except 
it be an u, as in cberu-bic. 

* This word is fo pronounced by very cotre& 
(peakers j but jocundis alfo fometimes ufed, and is pre- 
ferable, becaufe regular. 

2. The 
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2. The compounds of the words in the 
foregoing lifts; as mifmd-nage % incle~ 
ment, unci-viU embo-dy, &c. 

3. The following words out of Part II. 

chap, vi : abo^iijh, adhi-bit, admo- 
nifh, ala-riim, appa-rel, afce-tic, a][e~ 
ver, ajlo+nijhy attri-bute (verb).— 
G9nfi*-der> corttt-nue, tontri-buke ».*— 
Dietf-pit, deft- ver, deino^KJh,* d#pV+ 
Jite* diffl-cili MM-Hijh, difhe-vel, dif- 
pa-tage, dijirt^bute. — Eleven, eft- 
cite > empt-ric, cnd-meJ, enve-ldp, ejld- 
blijh, exa-mitte y exbt-bit, expti-tit .*— 
IHt-cit, imd-gme> implicit, inb&-bit 9 
inhe-rit> inki-bit* inft^pid, intflf-pid, 
invd-lid. — Lieutenant. ~+PaH}-tid, 
phrene-tic, prohi-bit. — £tyadrr-jid.~-- 
Reple-nifh, rep/e-vy, repo-jite, ret$-nue. 
—So/i-cit. — Hoge-ther. 

§ 3. Polysyllables. 

1. Thofe made by coaipofition from the 

above lifts; as overjhd-dow, under- 
va-fue, difconti-nue> re-ejla-blijh. 

2. Thofe which are terminated in -icx 

as mat&ema-tie, energe-tie, Judoti+jifi 

apojlo-lic. 

Q^4 ' CHAP. 
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'Exceptions to Ru/e III. 

WE fome times find the final mute 
e annexed to a word without 
producing any effed upon the preceding 
vowel. This happens chiefly in unac- 
cented terminations, which we general- 
ly hurry off in fuch a manner, as to 
render the found of their vowel obfcure, 
if not abfolutely fhort^ Of this kind is 
the found given to the following termi- 
nations when unaccented : 

-age, .as baggage, cdrtilage, &c. 

-ege, in college. 

-ige, in vJJiige. • 

-ce, as populace , menace, jaundice, pri- 

judice ; except produce, 
-ate, as moderate, pirate, 
-ite, as infinite, rifpiie, &c *. 

-He, 

* Perhaps as many of this termination are regular 
as are irregular. They are the following : aconite, an* 

chorltt 
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-tie, as fragile, bojlile, &c -f-. 

-ine, frequently, as tnididine, amardn* 

thine, examine, famine J, &c. 
-w, as coercive, decifive, relative, 
-ife, in three inftances, promife, prdc- 

tife, primije. 
-fame, added in compofition, hdndfome, 
irkjome, toilfome, &c. 
There are alio a few monofyllables in 
which the lengthening power of the fi- 
nal e is loft; as are from to be, often 
written therefore, by old authors, arte 
(fee Spenfer, pajfim, &c) ; alfo to* give, 
to live, dove, glove, love, Jhove ; and the 

chorite, appetite, bedlamite, bipartite (fo tripartite, &c. ), 
Carmelite, chryfotite, contrite, cofmopolite, expedite, fi- 
nite, hermaphrodite, y&coblte, Levite, marcafite, para- 
fite, Jateltite, theodolite. 

f Except eiliplle, mercantile. 

% The words of this termination * unaccented, 
which preferve the long i, are thefe : ifimne, brigan- 
dine or brigantine, celandine, colubrlne, columbine, con- 
cubine, confine, eglantine, incarnadine, infantine, lega- 
tine, leporine, leonine, mdfcadine, porcupine, palatine, 
quarantine, ficcharine, faturnine, fecundine, firpentine, 
terpentine, vbleniine, vulturine, woodbine. 

accented 
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accented final, in. above \ add to theic the 
words fome, have* 

Such are the exceptions to the firft 
part of Rule II. The fccond part alfo, 
which aflerts that, .when two confonants 
come between the final e and the prece- 
ding vowel; that vowel is not lengthen- 
ed—is liable to forae exceptions ; namely, 
in thcr : following words : change, lhafie, 
divorce, force, forge, grange, hafte^ mange, 
pajle, range, fear ce, Jirange, tajie, 'wajie ; 
and thofe words in -once which have* 
the open found of a, as advance, chance, 
enhance, &c. Sec the lift of open a, 
page 4. 
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• Exceptioti* to Utile IV. 

AVERY confiderable part of the 
exceptions to this rule, arife from 
terminations of a doubtful kind 5 fuch, 
I mean, as though in ftridtrtefs triflylla- 
bic> are in found and in poetical* ufage 
rather diflyllabic— thoie of which -ion, 
sous, -wus, and the like, are component 
parts. If we were to confider thefe ter r 
minations as diffyllabic, many of them 
would become regular; for the vowel 
which now, by being long in an ac- 
cented antepenult, forms an exception to 
Rule IV. would then, by being long in 
an accented penult, fall under Rule II. 
Thus nation, if considered as a word of 
three fyllables, belongs to the exceptions 
to the fourth Rule-— na-ti-on ; if consi- 
dered as a difly liable, it belongs regujarly 
to the fecond— ne-tkn. But had they been 

clailed, 
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clafled, for the fake of convenience, in 
the latter way, the end would not have 
been properly .anfwered. Very many ex- 
ceptions would ftfll have remained * ; fo 
that it feemed better, upon the whole, 
that they fliould retain their proper 
fituation*t% I have fubjoined a lift of 
them. 

. * For the terminations -itton, -iJton 9 &c. fhorten 

thefifft/. 
* ■ 

f The termination -ion is now invariably ufed in 
poetry as a fingle fyllable ; but it was employed for- . 
merfy as diflyllabic at pleafure. Thus by Spenfer : 

<c Such were for him no fit com-pa-ni-ons ; 

<fc Such would difcry his leud cm-di-ti-ons." 

Moth. Hub. Tale^ 1. 795. 
Again : 

<c A fervant to the vile af-fec-ti~on 
cc Of fuch as he depended moft upon. 

lb. 817. 
So Waller : 

u It is enough her ftone 
c< May honoured be with Jti-per-fcrip-ti-on*" 

On Lady Nortbumb. 
Even Dryden: 

cc No comet need foretel his change drew on, 
cc Whofe. corps might feem k con-jleUla-ti-on" 

Verfes on Lord Hajlings. 

The fame licence was taken in other fimilar cafes; 

but the effedt is too inharmonious to be tolerated in 

polifhed yerfification. 

. $r iffy liable r 
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TriJJyllabic Terminations, which lengthen 
the Vowel in the Antepenultima. 

• 

-Aceous, -acious, -ageous, -aliari, -anean, 
~aneous, -arean, -areous, -arian, -arious, 
-qfion, -ation ; as crujiaceous, voracious, 
umbrageous* Bacchanalian, fubterranean 9 
mifcelldneous , tart arean, npSlareous, barba- 
rian, various, occqfion, reputation. ' ' 

-Edience and -edient, -enience and -eni- 
ent, -enial, -ereal, -ereous, serial, -erian, 
~erior, -erious, -ejion, -etion* ; as obedience y 
.expedient, convenience, lenient, menial, ethe- 
real, ether eous, ■ material, valerian, fttpe^ 
rior, imperious, adhefion, completion. - 

-Odious, -oneous, -onial, -onious, -orean, 
-orial, -orian,-orious, -qfion, -otion ; as com- 
modious, erroneous, ceremonial, parfimoniotis^ 
hyperborean, memorial, bi/lofian; cenforiaus; 

erofion, devotion. 

■ ■ * ■ < 

* IJxcept dtfcrition. There are only two words 
in -erious y one of which is regular, and the other ir- 
regular 5 namely, pridous and Jpechus.' ; 

.Some 
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Some of the above terminations do not 
comprife many words : but I have fet 
them down, becaufe it feemed to me to 
be conformable to their nature to be thus 
pronounced ; and that, if more words of 
the fame form were introduced into the 
language, they ought to follow this*ana- 

fogy- 
it will eafily be obferved, alfo, that 

many of the above are the fame termina- 
tions, with different vowels. prefixed, in 
the three fets; and might be fet down 
thus : 

'-* ,-j ,-j °-s 

e- > -rious. e- > -Jion. e- > -tion. 

0-\ 0-\ 0-\ 

Other terminations, that lengthen the! 
vowel in the antepenultima, are, -aicaf, 
-iacal> znd-iety, as pbarijaical f JimomacaI 9 
notoriety. 

Other words which form general ex- 
ceptions to Rule IV. are regular pena- 
cuted words *, increased by the acceffion 

• is e. words accented on the penultima. 

of 
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of a fyllablc, as rioter, idlenefs, agency ; 
and long terminations increafed by two 
fyllables, as acquirable, advifable, from 
acquire, advife, &c. and the following 
lift. 

Lift of Words with the accented Vowel long 
in the Anteperiultima. 

Abbreviate, abftemious, acacia (fome- 
times fpoken with the a fhort), adagio > * 
adverfaria, JEgyptiacum, alias, alien, alle- 
giance, alleviate, allodium, ambrofia, am- 
brofial, ammoniac, annihilate, aperient, 
aphelion, appropriate, area, aries, Arme- 
nian, ajfociate, atheift, atrocious, aurelia., 

Binary, bragadocio.^—Cetity, carneleon 
or cornelian, capable, caries, comedian, 
collegian, congeries, conoid, cranium.-— 
Deify, deity, demoniac, deviate, devious, 
diadem, dialeft, diagram, dialogue, diaper, 
diary, diocefe.— Egregious, emaciate, empo- 
rium, encomium, epithalamium, equilibrium, * 
equinox, equipoife, efurine, evening, exco- 
riate, expatiate. — Fealty, feculent, fedary, 
foliage, folio friable. — Genius. — Holocauft, 
hyacinth, hydromel, hygrofcope. — Illaqueate, 
. 7 ingratiate^ 
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ingratiate, Irony, ivory, ijinglafs .—Levia- 
than, liable, library, longevity (doubtful). 
—Meconium, meteor, meteorous, mezereon, 
microcofm, micro/cope, minotaur .—-Nepo- 
tifm, nitency, notable*.— Ocean, opiate, 
orthoepy, ovary, overflow (fubft.), wr- 
ture, oviform. 

Papacy, parenefis, parhelion, parietal, 
parqnomqfia, patient, patriarch, patriot, 
Perjkaria, petroleum, placable, plenary, 
pliable, poetry, premium, prefcience, pre- 
vious, primary, procreate, protoplaft. 

Quinary, quotient. — Radiate, radius, 
realty (Milt, for loyalty), recreant, recre~ . 
ment (I believe), requiem, retiform, retro-* 
grade, rifible. — Sacrilegious, Janable, fa- 
mes, fapience, fatiate, favoury, fcholiajl, 
fciolifl,fcoria,fenforium,Jimdniac,finecure, 
folary, Jolipede, /pedes, fpiracle, Jpoliate 9 
flatary, flriature, Juperfedeas. 

* In ftri&fiefs, this word fhould hardly be in this 
lift, as being derived from note. But I fet it down, 
in order to propofe a diftindion ; namely, that we 
lhould call the word notable, with o long, when 
ufed in the fenfe of remarkable ; and notable, with 
the o fhort, in the familiar and jocular fenfe of the 
word. 

Tenable i 
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Tenable, theatre, theorem, theory, trian- 
gle, tragedians — Vehement, vehicle, vexa- 
tious, violent, votary. — Wapentake.*— Zo- 
diac. . 

It is obfervable that even in this lift 
the greater part are words with fuch 
terminations as I have called doubtful ; 
namely, thofe which may be considered 
either as diflyllabic or trifTyllabic, as al- 
legiance, comedian, &c. 5 or words which 
may themfelves ftand either for two or 
three fyllables at pleafure, as alias, alien, 
genius, Zodiac. I have thrown them to- 
gether here, to avoid overloading the lift 
of terminations with fuch as comprife 
but one or two words. 



R CHAP, 
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s CHAP. VIII. 



Exceptions to Rule VII* 

IT is chieflyamorig the words termi- 
nated in / and y, that the exceptions 
to thris Rule are to be found. The fol- 
lowing have the / long, though unac- 
cented : alibi, amphlfcii, anthropophagi, 
antc/Ji, dfcii, antifcii, certiorari, literati, 

*i'dMi;~rri&fo'Oif'i. Of the words in y hone 
are irregular, except thofe in -fy, derived 
from the compounds of the Latin verb 

fio$ as beautify, clarify, deify, modify, 
&c. A few words in e may be added, 
acme, epitome, hyperbole, &c. There are 
not many in which the final e is pro- 
nounced at all. • 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. IX. 



* • 



Exceptions to Rule VIII, 



IT is not true, as fome have fuppofed, 
that every unaccented fyllable is fhort. 
The greater part indeed are fo ; but the 
number of exceptions is far from incon- 
siderable. So that their error was double, 
who confounded accent with quantity; 
fince neither all accented fyllables are 
long, nor all unaccented fhort. 

I fhall not attempt to. colled: every ex- 
ception to this rule; but, fhall give a pret- 
ty confiderable fpecimen, to fbow that it 
is very poflible for, exceptions to it to 
exift. The following terminations are 
naturally fo long, that they cannot well 
be fhortened by being deflitute of ac- 
cent : 

R 2 -ane % 



/.' 
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-ane, as hurricane, counterpane, &c. 

-een, as Evergreen, gdbetween, &c. 

-es, derived from Greek or Latin, as 
antipodes y ambages, &c. See p. 19. 

-ide, as homicide , filicide , Eventide, &c. 

-ike, as warlike, turnpike, &c. 

-ire, as wildfire, fdpphire, pifmire, Sec. 

-ize, nsfyllogzze, humanize, moralize, &c • 

-ude, as prilude, gratitude, &c. 

-ule, zs for mule, vejlibule, ridicule, &c. 

-une, as fortune, commune, &c. 

-ure, as epicure, literature, &c. * 

-»ft, as tribute, profecute. 

Some words alfo in -He, -ine, -ife, and 
-*/*, preserve the long vowel in the un- 
accented fyllable, as may be i^\\ in Chap. 
VI and the notes upon it : and all the 
exceptions to Rule VII, are alfo excep- 
tions to Rule VIII. 

Befides thefe, the words in the follow- 
ing lift contain long fyllables not accent- 

* Some of thefe, however, are fpoken more fhort- 

.ly; as .conjure, meafure, pleafure, treafure, perjun. 

Thefe found nearly as if the final e were dropped, 

and might have been mentioned under the Excep. 

tions to Rule III. 

ecL 
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ed. Many of them indeed are compound- 
ed words ; but they prove the affertion in 
the beginning of this chapter as fully as 
fimple ones. , 

A'ndiron, anodyne, antelope, antidote, 
anecdote, archetype, artichoke, djlrolabe, 
dfymptote, bagpiper, deluge, fimale, free- 
hold, gangrene, gentlefolk, gridiron, hdnd- 
maid, head-ach, h Mot rope, hcmifphere, 
houfekeeper, hygrofcope, intercourfe, import 
(fubft.), ifingldfs, lawfuit, lifetime, mi- 
nifold, market -place, mafter piece, mircy* 
feat, mirrimake, microfcope, midnight, 
midwife, m'Jlletoe 9 outlawry, pdraphrafe, 
pdjfover, pdjport, pdjlime, piebald, pur- 
blind, qudrterjldff, retrograde, rodomon- 
tade, telefcope *, tenfold, thunderbolt, vo- 
lume. 

Nor is it only after the accent that 
fyllables are capable of remaining long ; 
fome which precede it alfo affert the fame 
privilege, as the following words may 

* The numerals thirteen, fourteen, Sec. might be 
added ; of which it fhould alfo be obferved, that they 
receive the accent on either fyllable. 

R 3 witnefs : 



y*s it* r* 
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witncfs : hyperbole, Eygr6meter, itinerant \ 
yuljr, libidinous 9 librarian, llbrdtion, port- 
cullis, portmanteau* poftpdne, prejMge, 
Jaltpetre, foporific, Judorific, vibrdtion $ 
molin, uniformity, univirfal, Sec. 
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CHAP. X. 

/ 

On Syllables fupprejfed in poetic Ufe, &c. 

TH E fhorteft and moft tranfient of 
all fyllables, are thofe which con- 
fift only of a fingle fhort vowel followed 
by another vowel. Such are the penul- 
timas in the triflyllabic terminations 
enumerated in Chap. VII. The excef- 
five brevity of thefe fyllables gives them 
a weaknefs which, as has been before ob- 
ferved *, difqualifies them from forming 
a conitituent part in the meafure of a 
verfe. Of thefe enough has been already 
faid : but there are other fyllables which 
our poets have always allowed themfelves 
to pafs over in like manner. Such are 
the middle fyllables of every, general, 
reafoning, following, and the like ; and the 

* Pages 6 1, 69. 

R 4 final 
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final ones of heaven, given, &c. Words 
of this kind are ufually employed in verfe 
as if there were an elifion of one of their 
vowels, and have confequently been of- 
ten written thus : ev'ry, geriral> reas'rt- 
ing 9 folFiping) beavn, givn. 

If this elifion be correct, it ought to 
be marked in every word fo ufed ; but 
this is not by any means the cafe : and I 
am inclined to think, of our elder poets 
at leaft, whofe licence in this refpeft was 
much greater than is now permitted, 
that they meant rather to indulge them- 
felves, and diverfify their meafure by the 
admiflion of a fuperabundant fyllable, 
and fomething like dadlylic rhythm, 
whenever it could be done without grofs- 
ly offending the ear, than abfolutely to 
fupprefs a vowel. That the reader may 
decide this point for hirafelf, I have fub- 
joined a lift of words which our beft 
poets have employed with this apparent 
elifion ; each word ftanding in the verfe 
as if fhorter by a fyllable than regularly 

it is. 

* • 

Barbarous, 
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• 

Barbarous, Milt. P ar. Lofi, i. 353, 

benefits : , Cowl. David, i. 283. 

Capital, Milt; &*/h/I ^p, 1225. 

capitoline, Milt. P#r. Z/0/?, ix. 508, 

cherijhing, Cowl. Dav. i. 799. 

covenant, Par. Loft, xi. 867, 892. 

covetous, Cowl. Dav. i. 905. 

cowards, Shakfp. vol. iii. p. 193% 

credulous, Par. Loft, ix. 644. 

Deepefi, Shakfp. vol. i. 211, 

deity, Par. Loft, ix. 885. 

diet, Par. Loft, v. 495. 

diligence, Cowl. Dav. i. 654, 

dying, Par. Loft, x. 974. 

Eaten, lb. x. 200. 

eafily, Waller, T&yrfi and Galat. 1. 33. 

elements, Cowl. Dav. i. 373. 

evil, Par. Loft, ix. 464, 698. 

Friar, Shakfp. vol. i. 205. 

filthinefs, Dryd. Verjis on Lord Ha/lings, 

!• 54- 
Garden, Par. Loft, v. 260. 

giant, Samf. Ag. 1. 1181. 

Highejl, Par. Loft, iy. 51, &e. 

bugeft, 



\ 
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hugefty 'Par. Loft, i, 202. * 

Iron, lb. xi. 565. 

infolent, Cowl. Dav. i. 792* 

Manifejl, Samf. Ag. 997. 

mediator, Par. Loft, xii. 240. 

medicinal, ufed as only a diflyllablc, CowL 

Dav. i. 584. 
Mercury, Waller, Verfes on the Count eft 

of Carlijle in Mourning, 26. 
mutinous, Shakfp. vol. i. p. 102, 
Ominous, Par. Loft, ii. 123, 
original, lb. i, 592. xi. 424, 
Pajluring, lb. vii. 461, 
patriarch, lb. v. 506. 
pillar, Ibi ii. 302. xii. 202, 203, 
popular, lb. ii. 313. vii. 488, 
populous, lb. i. 351, 770, 
prifon, lb. vi. 66o f 
privilege, Cowl. Dav. u 294. 
propitiation, Par. Loft, xi. 34. 

* The ufage of this word, in this place, has oc-» 
cafioned Come difputes among the commentators ; 
but I have no doubt that Milton meant it to ftand 
in the place of a monofyHable, as he certainly did 

highejl* 

puijfance, 
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fuijfance, lb. v. 864- vi. 119* 

Refonant, lb. xi. 563. ix, 495. 

riot, lb. i. 499. 

river, lb. iii. 358. 

Saying, lb. x. 200, 

Jinewy, See the inftances fubjoined to 
this word in Johnfon's Dictionary* 

forrow, Samf. Ag. 1347. 

fpirit, Par. Loft, i. 139. Every one of 
the elder poets has ufed this word 
occafionally as a monofyllahle. 

Tiar, Par. Loft, iii. 625, 

trial, Samf. Ag. 1175. 

tyrannous, Shakfp. ix. p. i88t 

Violent, Par. Loft, ii. 782. 

This lift might eafily be greatly en- 
larged both in words and authorities, 
but it is already abundantly fufficient 
for the purpofe intended by it ; namely, 
to fhew that it is not neceflary in writing 
to deform fuch words by an elifion and 
apoftrophe ; or that, if it be neceflary, 
there are many more words which will 
occafionally require this mode of writing 
than hitherto it has been applied to. . 

Befides, 



252 Of Quantity. Part III. 

Befides this admiffion of afupernume- 
rary fyllable, there is a liberty much ufed 
by Milton, which later poets have feldom 
ventured to imitate, namely, the melting 
of two concurring vowels, of different 
words, into one fyllable, as pra&ifed by 
the Italian poets. Inftances of this are 
innumerable in his great work the Para- 
dife Loft ; as in Book I. 402, 404, 470, 
558. Book II. 207, 314, 449, 450, 
484, &c. &c. 

Nor were our ancient poets fatisfied 
with having the liberty of contracting 
words at pleafure, or forcing them, as it 
were, into lefs than their legitimate com- 
pafs ; they alfo lengthened words occa- 
fionally with as much freedom. Thus 
bufinefs is made a triflyllable by Shakfp. 
vol. ii. p. 30 : alfo changeling, iii. p. 26. 
Dearly , Shakfp. See the lines quoted in 
p. 121. Fire is a diflyllable in Shakfp* 
vol. i. p. 164; and Spenfer, Faery §>ueen, 
B. I. c. ii. ftan. 17. Hour, Shakfp. vol. i. 
p. 182; and in the verfes quoted above, 
at page 81. Heroes is a triflyllable in 
Spenfer's tranflation of Virgil's Culex, 

Han, 
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ftan. j$. Prayers, diflyll. Shakfp. ii. p. 
84. Powers, Shakfp. i. 105; and Milt. 
Par. Loft, vi, 61 *. Refembletb, quadrif- 
iyllable, Shakfp. i. 139; where fee the 
judicious notes of Meflrs. Tyrwhitt and 
Steevens. Idely for idly, Spenfer, Faery 
Queen, B. I. c. ii. ftan. 16. Sociable, qua- 
driff. Par. Loft, v. 221. Seer, diflyll. lb. 
xii. 553. Towards, lb. vi. 648. xii. 215, 
a diflyllable, contrary to the ufual pradtice 
df the author. Even your is made a dif- 
fyllable by Beaumont or Fletcher, vol. iii # 
p. 165. 

But it is time to quit minute obferva- 
tions, to which perhaps too much has 
been already given, 

* Prayers and powers are now always ufcd as 
monofyllables in poetry. 
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PART 



PART IV. 



MISCELLANEOUS. 



CHAP. I. 



A Lift of Words fyelt and accented alike, 
■ yet differently pronounced* 

CT>0 abufe, with ABUSE, fubft. 

^ the x pronoun- <** with the s 

ced like #. See p. pronounced hard. 

124. lb.* 

Born, from the verb TV be born, fhort, 

to bear, with long See page 223, and 

o. the remark there* 

* The derivatives of thefe words have the s hard 
or foft, as they originate from the fubftantive or the 
verb. It is hard in abu/ive, abufruely^ &c. ; foft in 
abufer, &c. For the other nouns and verbs fo diflin- 
guifhed, fee page 124. 

Bought, 



Chap. I. Miscellaneous, 255 
Bought, participle Bought, fubft. fig- 



of to buy, has the 
ou like au. See 
p. jj, pronounced 
altogether baut. 

¥0 bow, meaning 
to incline the body, 
and its derivatives, 
have the regular 
found of ow. See 
page 8 1 . 

To broil, fignifying 
to roajt over the 
coals, '&c. has uf- 
ually been pro- 
nounced brile. See 
page 74. 



nifying a twijl, 
or knot, is fpoken 
bout» 

A bow, for arrows, 
and to bow, yvhen 
it fignifies merely 
tobend any thing, 
have ow like 5 
long *. 

A broil, meaning a 
quarrel, and its 
derivatives, have 
generally preferved 
the regular found 
of ou 



» N 



* This diftin&ion I believe to be rightj^Aough-btir 
great Lexicographer has not noticed it. He giv£s to 
bsw, in every fenfe, the regular found of o%v. , -But of 
his inftances the firji and fourth appear to be erro- 
neous, the third is doubtful, and in the fecond the word 
is ufed to exprefs an inclination of the body, }>ut me- 
taphoric^lly applied to trees. See the four inftances 
from Shakfpeare, Dryden, and Lotke, widefflTiJtow, 
v. a. No. i. 



Does, 
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Does, plural of doe, Does, from the verb 

has the regular to do, has the found 

found of long. of fhort u. 

Draughts, plural of Draughts, the game, 

a draught, has is fpoken drafts. 

properly, and al- — See the fame 

ways in poetry, pages. 

the found of drauts, 

and rhymes to 

thoughts, and the 

like. See pp. 52. 

and 107. 

A form, meaning Form, fignifying 

a bench, has the Jhape, and the verb 

long. See p. 224. to form, have the 

fhort. 

A gill of a fifh, with A gill, a meafure of 

g hard. liquids,with^foft. 

Gout, the diforder, Gout, tafte, is ft ill 

has all its letters fpoken exaftly as a 

regularly fpoken. French word, goo. 

See pp< 78. and 

134- 
tfo binder, is fpoken Hinder, compare 

with the 1 fhort* tive ofhind, for be* 

bind, with # long. 



* 



■ 
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Joi, a pied of work, Job, proper name, 
fhort; ' * t long. 

To lead, with id like Lead, the metal, 
long ei with ea like fhort *. 

Learned, participle Learned, participial 
of to learn, is uf- adje&ive, has ge- 
ually pronounced nerally the final 
learnt : as> ' € I have - *</ pronounced 
learnt,'' &c; diflindtly : as, " a 

learned man* ." 
See pp* 19, 97. 

A leafe, an agreement To leafe, fignifying 
for a term of years, to glean i* barvefi, 
has the s hard, has the s foft, 
See pi 123. Con- 
fequently 

Leafing, participle"! f 

of to leafe, meaning I J Leafing, an 

f * /*/ ^y ^j/&> muft > from< old word for 
be fimilarly dif- ( J lying. 

tinguifhed 

* Even if the word be contra Aed, the d is not 
changed ; we fay learn* d authors, not learnt. Th« 
word is ufed in both, ways by Young : at full length, 
Love of Fame, II. 234$ contracted, lb. I/9J. 
II. |8o : alfo Pope, Bjjay on Man, iv. 19. 

S fp 



uft >from< 

1 
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To Jive, is pro- Live, a 'colloquial 
nounced with the contraction of *- 
/ fhort • See p • 2 3 3. live, has the 1 long, 

and hence are made 
lively, livelihood, 
Sec. 
To lower, meaning Lower, comp. of low, 
to threaten , has ow and to lower, mean- 
regular, likcjhow- ing to make more 
er. low, has ow like o 

long. 
Manes, the plural of Manes, a poetical 
a mane, is a mo- word, adopted 
riofyllable. from the Latin, 

and fignifying the 
departed fpirit, has 
two fyllabjes, ma- 
nes. 

A 

To mow, to cut down Mow, a rick, has 
as with a fey the, the ow regularly 
has the ow pro- pronounced, and 
nounced like rhymes to cow. 

* long. See p. 83. 

Toefy, fignifying Poefy, for the motto 
poetical compojition, of a ring, gi ves to oe 
is a triffyllable ; the found of long 

, po-e-Jy. - 0. See p. 72. 

A ra- 
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A raven, regular, To raven* meaning 

■ twrith a long* to devour greedily, 

> has * fhort. 

To read* has ft* re- Read, the participle 

gularlyfpokenlike of to read, makes 

* long. the ea like *(hort*. 

Afahe, fubft. drops 2* yi/w, has its / 

the letter /. pronounced. 

To /heath, has tb Sheath, fubft. has /£ 

foft. hard-f*. 

* Wherefore fome have thought it expedient to 
write red for road, analogoufly to led from lead\ 
among others, the judicious author of the EJfay on the 
Harmony of Language* The cafes are a little diffe- 
rent : the writing /a/ produces a clearnefs, by diftin- 
guifhing the word, in its orthography, from lead, the 
metal, which founds the fame ; but the writing red 
produces an unneceflary confufion between the form 
of that word, and red, fignifying a colour. Concern- 
ing this innovation among others, Dr. Johnfon fpeaks 
thus : " Some ingenious men have endeavoured to de- 
a ferve well of their country, by writing honor and 
<c labor, for honour and labour; red for read, in the 
<c preter-tenfe ;fais for fays, refete for repeat, explane 
■" for explain, or declame for declaim* Of thefe it may 
." be faid, that, as they have done no good, they have 
" done little harm ; both becaufe they have innovated 
" little, and becaufe few have followed them." See 
a note on Chap. iii. 

f But of thefe, and fimilaf inftances, fee what is 
laid in page J 32. 

S 2 Stiver 
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Sewer is pronounced three ways : 

i. When it means 3 . When it denotes 



an officer attendant 
on afeajt, regular- 
ly, like fewer. 

2. When it figni- 
fies a drain, like 
fhore. 

To fow, when it 
means to fow feed, 
has ow like 
long. 

To talk, and talk, 
converfation, are 
pronounced like 
walk, dropping the 
/, and founding a 
like au. See pp. 8. 



a per/on who fows 
with a needle, it is 
not distinguishable 
fromfbwer, (tie who 
fows feed. 

Sow, the female of the 
bog kind, is fpoken 
with the regular 
found of ow. 

Talk, a fpeckfs of 
foffil, has all its 
letters regularly 
pronounced : but 
Should rather be 
written talc. 



and in. 
Taffel, a kind of Taffel, meaning an 



bawk, regular. 

Tear, fignifying the 
water fecreted from 
tbe eye, has the ea 
regular* 



ornament, has the a 
like o Short. 
To tear, gives to ea 
the found of a 
long. 

Tenor, 
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Tenor, the courfe or Tenor, a term in mu- 

order of any thing, fie, has e fhort *. 
regularly length- 
ens the e. 

Ton, a vejfel or Ton,faJhion, is fpo- 

w eight, has ken cxadtly as a 

founded like fhort French word, tong. 
u. 

Ufed, the participle To be ujed, imperf. 

of tou/e,hzs sfoft. verb, has the s 

hard. 

/iT//^r,comparative Wilder, for to bewil- 

of wild, i long. <fc r , ' <hort. 

JT/W, fubft, ufually To wind, with /long, 
with / fhort. 

Wound, fubft.ufual- Wound, participle, 

ly ivoond. always regular. 

* This diftinAion I take to be modern : but I 
think it is now pretty generally obferved, and cer- 
tainly is convenient* 



S 3 CHAP, 
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C H A P. II. 

»» . 

Of colloquial Corruptions and Contractions. 

• - i 

* i 

THE following lift is neither ftri&ly 
accurate, nor by any means perfe& 
Two or three words are admitted into it, 
for the fake of pointing out their origi- 
nal form; and no endeavour has been 
made to hunt out thofe depravations of 
language which did not readily prefent 
themfelves to obfervation* It is impof- 
fible to fay in how many ways fome per- 
fons or other depart from what is right, 
A few pretty general errors only are here 
remarked, and of thefe many will doubt- 
lefs appear mere vulgarifms; fince, among 
enlightened fpeakers, every deviation from 
purity of language is low and vulgar. A 
few of them, however, prevail among 
all ranks of people ; and fome are per- 
haps irreverfibly eftabliihed. 

Adze, 



f 
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Adze, 2. carpenter's tool, for addict. 

Ambry, or ambury, for almonry. 

Apotecary for apothecary. 

Amlet for omelet. 

Armoniac, or almonac, for ammoniac. - 

Arrand and arrant V for errand zad -er- 
rant. 

Bagonet for bayonet.. * "..::*■:. 

Banifter for balufter. 

Bedlam for Bethlehem, the name of a 
priory, converted into an hofpital for 
lunatics by Henry VIII. in 1546. 

Bofun, among the Tailors, for koatfivain. 

Catchup, or ketchup, for cat/up, an In- 
dian name for an Indian pickle, of 
wfrich that made from mufhrooms is 
only an imitation. 

Cftiw for f £*w. Johnfon, however, feems 
to think the former as proper as. the 
latter. 

Cheney, or chaney, for china, in the fenfe 
of porcelain. 

Comfits, or cumfits, for confers. 

Compatible for competible : this however 
prevails in writing alfo. 

Conjler for conjtrue, 

S 4 og/» 
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Copfe for coppice. This is fo written 

alio, 
Cowcumber for eifpumber. 
. Coxun, as bofun above, for cockfipain. 
Crawfljhfor trayflfk % and that for crt^iffe % 

which is itfelf a corruption of the 

original French word ecrevijji. 
Curmudgeon for cceur ntecbant. 
Cur ran for currant, and that for Corinth \ 
To drownd for /* 4?<nvn * ; apd drownded 

for drowned. 
Firmity for furmenty, or rather frumenty 

or frumety^ being derived from yr»-j 

mentum. 
Farden for farthing. 
Flea, or jjk, for flay. >r-F leak for flake. 
Glyjier for clyjler. 
Groats or ^r^/j, for grout. 

* This yulgarifm would not be worthy of notice, 
but that Dr. King feems to haye fallen into it in thefe 
lines : 



" While the bright glory, that furrounds 
<* His facred head, his glory drowns.** 

Modern Library, Ni<oPs ColUtt. III. p. a6. 

Either he fpoke it drownds, or the rhyme is incor- 
rect. But he does not go fo far as to fay drownded 
for drowned. See p, 31 of the fame collection. 

Grutcb 



* m 



■» 



Or 



■.»■ 
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Crutch for gn$dge<—Gun**l for gunmk* 

flartichoie for artichoke. 

JIatchment for achievement, * 

JIagged for haggard* unlefe whett w* fey 
that « woman- looks fagged, We may 
be fuppofed to mean that flie looks 
like an £<?£• 

Ha'penny for halfpenny.— *Ha'nt for id* 
not*— So n '»/ , maynt, Jha'rit, tod'M, 
do'nt, all which are current in Collo- 
quial ufage, for cannot, may not, &c. 

J9i?r» for ifor0#. 

Hiccup for hiccough. 

Huzzif for boufewife* 

ffift, with i long, for ifo^ ; a low vul- 

garifm. 
Hunderd for hundred. 
IJle for, life of a church. 
Kernel for coloneL 
Lalock for //7ir. 
Leftenant for lieutenant. 
Limbec* for alembic. 
'Peach for impeach ; very low* 
Ornary for ordinary. 
jPen'orth for pennyworth. 

• Milton ufes this ward, P*r. Z^, III. 605 : 
and Shakfpeare* &##tf 119. 

Philemot, 
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Pbilemot, a colour, for fewlle . morte* 

Johnfon. 
Piony for peony, or pceony. 
Phyz for phyfiognomy . 
'Potecary for apothecary. Very low. 
9 Prentice for apprentice. 
Quinzy for fquinancy •• 
jjtittfe for arrack. 
]£ine for r/W. 
Runagate for renegat. 
Sfilery for tt/*rp. 

&z//tf for fallad. — *SW/*/ for efcallop. 
Scutcheon for efcutcbeon. 
Scrutore for efcritoire. 
Shalfc for efchalot. 
Scrouge for crowd; or perhaps for Jcruze, 

obfolete. 

Sparrowgrafs for afparagus. 
Scutchineal for cochineal. 
Se y nnit foxfevennigbt. 
Surgeon for chirurgeon. 
^twelmontb for twelvemonth. 
Vargefs for verjuice. 
Vittles for victuals *., 

* 77z. is ufed only in writing for videlicet* John- 
fon calls it w barbarous form of an unnexejfary 
word". 

«z: It 
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It is not afferted that all the above 
words ought to be fpoken according to 
the propriety here noted. Many of the 
corruptions are fo eftabliflaed by cuftom, 
that to deviate from them is affc&ation : 
but it is to be wifhed that the cufiom 
could be reformed* 



* 
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0# Orthography* 

AN unfcttled orthography was long 
the reproach of the Englifh lan- 
guage. Our ancient authors were fo care~ 
lefs of this matter, that it is not uncom- 
mon, in fome of their writings, to find 
the fame word fpelt more ways than one 
in the courfe of a fingle page. When the 
defed: was at length perceived, many at- 
4 tempts towards removing it were made ; 
of which a confiderable fpecimen is fub- 
joined by Dr. Johnfon to his account of 
the letters. But unfortunately the fyf- 
terns of thefe reformers were either in- 
judicious in themfelves, or too remote 
from eftablifhed ufage to be admitted ; 
they would have introduced much more 
confufion than they removed. Since the 
failure of the fyftem-makers, we have 

2 had 
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had feveral writers who have attempted 
to infinuate, as it were, a refbrnied or- 
thography, by fpelling their own. writ-* 
ings according to their own notions of 
propriety * ; but the attempt was not 
more fuccefsful in this form. An aca- 
demy like that of Paris has been wifhed 
fbr^ whether judicioufly or not, will bear 
an argument. At length, what many 
had wilhed, and many had attempted in 
vain, what feemed indeed to demand the 
united efforts of a number, the diligence 
and acutenefs of a fingle man performed. 
The Englifh Didtionary appeared ; and, 
as the weight of truth and reafon is irre- 
fiftible, its authority has nearly fixed the 

* Some divines in the prefect century particularly 
diftinguifhed themfelves by this pra&ice. Pr. Lard* 
ner was defirous of reviving the ancient mode of 
fpelling, in feme inftancesj adding the mute e to 
words terminated in double^ and writing it inftead 
of the final jr \ as goodnefft^/brjivevefi, hiftorit, extra* 
ordinary &c. He wrote clandefitn alio, omitting the 
final f .— Benfon, a commentator on St. Paul's Mpif- 
tits, wrote prafacty prafix, pr -avail, fais, humor y tx~ 
plant, frtctitj ptr/ut, Sec. and -ntjfi and -rtV like 

JUudner* 

external 
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external form of our language ; and from 
its decifions few appeals have yet been 
made. Indeed fo convenient is it to have 
one acknowledged ftandard to recur to, 
fo much preferable, in matters of this 
nature, is a trifling degree of irregularity 
to a continual change, and fruitlefs pur- 
fuit of unattainable perfection, that it is 
carneftly to be hoped that no author will 
henceforth, on flight grounds/be tempted 
to innovate. There is but little acutenefs 
required to propofc, even rightly, the cor- 
rection of a letter in feveral fingle words ; 
but an amendment fo flight will make the 
public no reparation for the inconveni- 
ence which rauft arife from inconfiftcnt 
pra&ice, and a renewal of the idle fpirit 
of heedlefs alteration. The innovations 
even of Voltaire have judicioufly been 
rejected in France. 

Confiftently with thefe principles, it 
will be found that the chapter here pre- 
fented to the reader, tends rather to call 
forth to notice fome parts of thfe Englijh 
Dictionary, which fqem to have attra&ed 
too little the attention of the public, 

than 
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than to combat the opinions of its Au- 
thor. The information contained within 
a copious dictionary, may, in many in- 
fiances, be almoft loft for want of be- 
ing expe&ed. What is fought, in fuch 
a work, is readily discovered ; but what- 
ever happens not to be confidered, may, 
where nothing is forced into obferva- 
tion, long remain unnoticed. This ap- 
pears to have happened with refpefi to 
fome alterations in orthography propofed 
by Dr. Johnfon ; and of fuch materials, 
collected in the purfuit of my other in- 
quiries, the prefent chapter is made up. 
If I have fometimes oppofed my author, 
it is generally for the fake of preventing, 
not of introducing, innovation. 

Such an attempt it is probable that 
the. great Author of the Engliih Di&io- 
nary himfelf will not reprehend, as he is 
every where the declared enemy of uii-^ 
neceflary innovation. The principles, on 
which he founds hi6 improvements, are 
the ftable ones of etymology and analogy j 
the former fcience probably will not fopn 
be more completely underftood than it 

10 is 
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is by him; and if, in the latter, a few ftepi 
may have been made beyond the limits 
of his obfervation, they have been gained 
only by the purfuit of minute refcarches* 
inconfiftent with the greatnefs of his 
undertaking. In drawing out the fol* 
lowing lift of words, I have fet dowii 
chiefly thofe, in writing which the pub- 
lic practice ftill differs from what the 
Lexicographer propofes, of ftill appears 
to be fluctuating. Some words are ad* 
mitted for other reafons, but not very 
many* The words, as he writes them* 
ftand in the margin * What is fubjoined 
is intended, as has been faid, fometimes 
to confirm, and fometimes to oppofe, the 
alteration fuggefted in the Dictionary j 
Very often merely to prefent it to the 
attention of the reader* 

Account, not atcotnpt : not is the p f e«* 
tained in any of the derivatives . 

Advertife, not advertise. The termina- 
tions -ize and -ife require regu- 
lation. It does not appear that 
Dr. Johnfon prefcribed any rule 

to 
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to himfelf for ufing the one or 
the other $ fince, with refpedt to 
two words fo nearly allied as 
bajiardize and daflardize, his 
practice differs from itfelf> The 
former he writes with -ize, the 
latter With -ife. The beft rule 
feems to be this : to confider 
-ize as the Englifli formative 
termination, and to ufe it where- 
ever the word in queftion is 
derived from another Englifh 
Word; but -ife, where vjer the 
word is> with refpedt to our 
language* primitive. Thus ad~ 
niertife will be written as above ; 
ifo alfo will, furprife, qffife. — 
Prize zndfze are perhaps too 
much eftabliftied in their pre- 
fent form to comply with this 
. rule* and muft remain as excep- 
tions. Daftardize, fertilize ', hu- 
manize > &c. will have -ize. This 
diftin&ion fhould be adopted, 
unlefs a better can be fuggeft- 
ed :— fome is necefTary. 

T Afraid, 
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Afraid, not afraid, from the origin, to 
affray. 

Agaft, and agbafi. The former is defend- 
ed by fuppofing it derived from to 
agaze; the latter by deducing it 
from a and gbajl, for gboft. Cuf- 
tom favours the latter. 

Agen, according to etymology, more right 
than again *. 

To ake 9 not to acb > but in compliance 
with cuftom only. Etymology re- 
quires the latter form $ the analogy 
of our pronunciation, the former. 
By an overfight, the fubftantive 
ake, though referred to in the word 
acbe, is wholly omitted in the Dic- 
tionary. Ache is ufed only in the 
plural, and as a diflyllable, with 
the cb foft : 

*V* Fill all thy bones with aches, make thee roar." 

Shaksp. Tempeft, 

* Dryden and Pope indifcriminately rhyme again 
to the founds of en or ain. The former has, how- 
ever, fpelt it always again. Pope fometimes agen : 
as Mcr. Ef. III. 1. 14. 



*■ • ■■* •. * 



Allay, 
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Allay, not alloy. So Drydcn : 

" So drofly, fo divifible are they, 

c * As would but ferve pure bodies for aTtay" 

Hind and Pantb. 

So alfo in Epiji. xii. to Mr. Motteux. 

Allege, not alledge, bccaufe from allego. 
The latter orthography, however, 
has prevailed till very lately; and 
it fhould be re-eftablifhed, becaufe, 
without the d, the former e muft 
regularly be long, allege. See p. 99. 

Ambajfadour ■, not ambajfador. For the 
other circumftances of its ortho- 
graphy, fee Johnfon himfelf on 
the word. This termination -our, 
is one of thofe with which inno- 
vation has been bufy. Johnfon 
feems inclined to retain it, where- 
ever his wifh is not abfolutely 
overborn by the weight of cuftom, 
at leaft in words which come to us 
through the medium of French : 
thus he writes governour, &c. This 
feems indeed the beft criterion. At 
prefent the practice feems to be to 

T 2 rejedt 



376 Miscellaneous. Part IV. 

rejedt the u in all words of more 
than two fyllables. Some omit 
it even in honour and favour. Au- 
thor is univerfally written without 
the u. 

Ananas* not anana, the pine-apple. 

Ancient, not antient. This word has 00 
cafioned fome difputes ; and antient 
may be defended by very refpedta- 
ble authority. What ought to be 
decifive in the queftion is, that it 
is undoubtedly derived from the 
French word ancien. Antiquus is 
too remote to influence its ortho- 
graphy. 

Anker, not anchor nor ancor 9 a meafure 
for fome kinds of fpirits. 

Ankle is preferred to ancle ; it is not eafy 
to fay why, for there is only a c 
in the Saxon original, and a c as 
well as a k in the Dutch one : and 
uncle, which differs in other re- 
fpedts in one letter only, is admit- 
ted in the latter form. 

Antechamber, not anticbamber, rightly. 

Anthymn 
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Anthymn is mentioned as, in ftridtnefs, 
the right word for anthem. 

An tick, not antic. The fubjedt of the 
final ck has been already Efficient- 
ly difcuffed. See page 91. 

JLrbitrement, not arbitrament : though 
Milton has the latter. . 

,/irti/an, not artizan. 

Ajfuage, not ajfwage : yet we find the 
latter in the Lives of the. Poets, 
vol. ii. p. 412. 

Auger, not augre, becaufe from egger, 
Dutch, The latter, however, pre- 
vails, probably from an unwilling- 
nefs to increafe the number of the 
irregular terminations in -ger with 
g hard. See page 101 . 

Aught, for any thing, not ought. The 
latter corruption fhould be care- 
fully avoided, as it creates a need- 
lefs confufion with the imperfedfc 
verb I ought. See naught alfo. 

Awkward, not aukward. For this I can 
perceive no reafoji, without it be 
that the aflemblage of ntfi gives 

T 3 the 
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the word the appearance of what 
it expreffes. 
Halliards for billiards, " from ball and 
yard, or flick to puflx it with." So 
Spenfer : 

* With dice, with cards, with halliards far unfit t 
" With {huttle-cocks, unfceming manly wit/ 9 

Spenfer probably was milled, as 
well as the Lexicographer, by a 
falfe notion of the etymology. The 
word, as well as the game, is French , 
hilar d ; and made, by the addition 
of a common termination, from 
bilk, the term for the ball ufed in 
playing. 

Barbacan, not Barbican. 

Bafe, not bafs, for low in mufical found. 
The latter is Hill more common. 

B&fin, not bafon, on account of the ety- 
mology. 

Bawb/e, not bauble ; but the latter is more 
ufed, and feems preferable, espe- 
cially if the barbarous Latin word 
baubellum be its original. 

Bittour 
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Bit "tour for bittern , is ufed by Dryden; 
and is faid in the Di&ionary to be 
€€ perhaps as proper/ ' The French 
. name of this bird is buttrj but the 
Italian is bittore. The name is de- 
rived from the noife made by the 
bird. Botaurus, qu, bootaurus, quia 
boat ut taurus. For the fame rea~ 
fon, in German, it is called mofs- 
ku or mofz-ocbs, a mar/htcow or 
marjh-ox. See Minfhew, 

Brier, not briar, from the etymology 
bjuaeji, Saxon. 

Burthen is, for a fimilar reafon, faid to 
be more proper than burden. The 
Saxon is byjrSen. 

Caldron, not cauldron, becaufe from call* 
dus. But to be confident, and take, 
as in other inftances, the near&r 
rather than the more remote ety- 
mology as our guide, we ought to 
write cauldron, becaufe it is from 
cbauldron, French. 

Carnelion, or came li an, rather than contb* 
Han, quia a came. But as the 

T 4 French 
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French name for it is cornaHne, and 
the Italian comiola, it feems that 
we may fafcly retain the ufual 
orthography. It is fuppofed to be 
called cornaline, from its born-like 
tranfparency. It is, fays Bomare 
(in his Dtft. d'Hift. Nat.), " de 
]a nature de l'agate, mais dont on 
la diftingue facilement par fon tif- 
fu, fcmblable a de la corne" &c. 
The Italians call the fruit of the 
cornel, or Cornelian cherry, by the 
fame name, corniola -, but in which 
fenfe it is primitive, cannot with 
certainty be pronounced. Camus 
is the Latin name for the tree, and 
given, according to fome, ". ob cor* 
warn duritiem." 

Cacao, preferable to cocoa. But the lat- 
ter is prevalent. 

Capivi, balfam of, is written alfo capayva, 
copayva, cupayva, cupayba, copaiba, 
copivi. See Johnfon in copayva. 

Caufey, not caufeway, becattfe from cbauf* 
/de. 

Chagrin 
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Chagrin for jhagreen, a kind of grained 
leather. This orthography is right, 
if we derive the word from French $ 
if we go to a more remote, but 
perhaps a more proper derivation, 
we fhall find our common mode 
of writing it preferable. In the 
eaft it is called fagri, fogbri, or 
jhagrain. See Bomare in fine, and 
Chambers in Jhagreen. An addi- 
tional inducement to write it jha- 
green is, that it may be kept dif- 
tindt from chagrin, in the fenfe of 
care or mortification. 

Chameleon, not cameleon, on account of 
its derivation, x*p*i\iw. It is how- 
ever camilion in French. Bomare, 
from miftaking the component 
parts of its etymology, has called 
it cameleon, ou chameau-Iion. The 
name has no reference to a camel ; 
he ihould have faid lion de terre. 
It is fpelt cameleon in the new edi- 
tion of Chambers, 

Chamomile, not camomile ; ftridlly chamte- 
mele, p^a^Ao*. But probably we 

had 
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had this alfo through the medium 
of the French, camomille. Chamo- 
mile is now the received ortho- 
graphy. 
Charwoman, not chairwoman, 4s it is 
ufually called ; being from char, 
menial bufinefs, &c. 

— " As the maid that milks, 
f * And docs the meaneft chars." ■ 

ShAKSPEARE, 

Chafe, and to chafe, not chace, becaufe 
from chaffer. 

Checker, not chequer, as being a more tru- 
ly Englifh form. Johnfon writes 
lackey and packet in the fame man-* 
ner. See page ntJ. . 

Chejlnut, not cbefnut, becaufe from chaf- 
taigne, or caftanea ; but our neighs 
bours have dropped their f, and 
write chataigne. Why then fhould 
we be tenacious of our t, which is 
equally inert ? 

Choofe, not chufe. There are two reafons 
for preferring this orthography; 
the one is, that chofe comes from 

it 
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it with lefs violence ; and the 
other, that the found we give to 
it is that of 00 long, and not of u. 
fJJbymj/iry, not cbemiftry. This depends 
upon a difputed etymology ; fome 
deriving the word from x>v*s> juice, 
as being the art of extracting juices ; 
others from x&> to melt. The lat- 
ter derivation feems the beft, but 
does not decide the qucftion ; for 
there are x«u'«, and x uw > t0 melt, as 
well as x iw " Suidas has the word 
WPil*\ and. Hoffman defends that 
orthography, faying that xv* was 
ufed as a melting furnace, from 
Xft/w, becaufe it had an open mouth : 
but I find no good authority for 
Xnpn in that fenfe. After all, fome 
derive it from the name of a man 
who was eminent in the fcience : 
but even this does not fettle the 
difpute, for his name is written 
differently, XvpK and Xiput: the 
French have taken the latter, and 
call the fcience cbimie. But his 
name, fays Voffius, might have 
2 been 
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been x*'pi?; and his cxiftence it- 
felf is doubtful, for he is men- 
tioned only by Zofimus. Cbymif- 
try is now adopted. 

Chyle, not chile, x**** j yet we have cbi- 
lifd&ive, cbilifaStory , cbilification, in 
the Dictionary, and there faid to be 
from chile. This probably was an 
overfight ; and they fhould be 
written chylifaftive, &c. 

Cimeter for Jcimetar : cimetarra, Spanifh 
and Portuguefe. But if fo it fhould 
rather be cimetar. 

Cize, or rather cife, for Jize, being pro- 
bably from incifa, Latin. Both 
this and Jize are in the Di&ionary. 

To clothe, made from cloth by the addi- 
tion of the final e, as breathe from 
breath. See page 132. 

Cloth and clothes, apparel, not cloath and 
cloaths -, yet we find in the Dictio- 
nary neck-cloatb, pack-cloatb,fere- 
cloath, fack-cloatb. This inconfif- 
tency is evidently accidental ; we 
have greenclotb and haircloth right- 
ly fpelt. By a iimilar miftake, 

ta 
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to uncloatb is inferted, inftcad of 
unclothe. 

Colicky not cbolick, becaufe from colicus, 
Latin ; being ftridtly a diforder of 
the colon. 

Competible, not compatible, becaufe from 
competo. 

Complete, not compleat. The latter fpel- 
ling has been at times very preva- 
lent, but is indeed evidently wrong. 
It comes from completus. 

Control, not comptroll nor controul. The 
latter form feems yet to prevail ; 
and fo far indeed is more fuited to 
the analogy of our language, that 
we have more words in which ou 
has the found of long, than we 
have in which is long before a 
fingle /. Pages jj. and 223. Per- 
haps controll would be preferable, 
both on account of the analogy of 
before // in feveral inftances, and 
becaufe we have the word roll: 
thus it will be quafi counter-roll. 
The evident objection to controul 
is, th?t it is too remote from any 

etymology* 
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etymology. Comptroller feems to 
be retained, when ufed as an official 
title. See page 113. 

Correlative, not corelative. 

Cuckoo, not cuckow, in compliance with 
the found : cuckow is as yet more 
common. The Welch original is a 
• curious word to an Englifli eye, a9 
it appears to be without a vowel, 
ewecw. 

Cuijhy thigh - armour, not cuifle. But 
the latter is more proper; and I 
obferve that in the laft edition of 
Johnfon and Steevens's Shakfpeare 
(1778), this line in Henry IV. is 
printed thus : 

" His cuijfes on his thighs, gallantly arm'd." 

Decrepit, not decrepid: decrepitus, Latin. 

Demain and demean are admitted, as well 
as demefne, in the fcnfe of eftate or 
territory : but the latter prevails ; 
and indeed is preferable, were it 
not for the anomaly of its filentyi 
Domain is the proper word. 

Dtfiatch for difpatch, becaufe from d&- 

pecher. 
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fkber. But dijpatcb feems to be 
fixed beyond the power of an ety- 
mologift. 
Dejfert, of fruit, for defert : dejfert, Fr. 
Deveji, not divejl : devetir or devejiir, Fr. 
Of this the fame may be remarked 
as of defpatcb. 
Deufe, not Deuce, when ufed to fignify 
the Devil j becaufe it is fuppofed 
to be derived from Dujius, a kind 
of evil fpirit. But deuce, when it 
fignifies the two at cards or dice. 
Die. See lie. 

Divel, rather than devil, becaufe from 
diopul, Saxon , or diabolus, Latin. 
This probably will not be adopted. 
'Economy, not (economy. See page 7 1 . 
Embajfy : if we write ambaffador, we 
ought certainly to write ambajfy. 
But cuftom feems to have forced 
upon us the contrary inconfiften- 
cy.— €€ Though our authors write 
almoft indifcriminately embajfador 
or ambaffador y embaffage or ambaf- 
f a g e > y et there is fcarcely an ex- 
ample of ambajfy, all concurring to 
write embajfy." Johnfon. 

Enclofe, 
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Enclofe, not inclofe: encloi, French; The 
latter is more ufed. 

EndiSt, or endite, not indiSi\ becaufe from 
enditer, Ffench. 

Entite, not intire : entier, French ; in^ 
teger, Latin. See inquire. 

Expenfe, not expence : expenfa, or ex- 
penfum, impure Latin. 

Fagot, not faggot. This I think wrong., 
for the reafon affigned in the note 
on cabin, p.^226. The analogy of 
our language not only allows us to 
double a letter, in order to fhorten 
a preceding Vowel, but even re* 
quires that we fhotfld do it. The 
fame may be obferved of the other 
Words marked by Roman chafadtejfs 
in the lift referred to. For this 
reafon I cannot but difapprove of 
a pradtice which I have obferved 
in fome recent publications of me- 
rit 5 namely, that of fpelling Scot- 
tijh with a fingle t, Scotijh. It is 
very true that the word is made 
from Scot and ijh, and hottiJh,Jbt- 
tijhyflattijh, are fimilarly formed; 
yet no one thinks it neceflary, or 

even 
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even proper, to write hotifh,fotiJh 9 
fatijh, and the like. It is evident 
that this innovation, if adopted, 
would draw with it a long chain 
of inconvenient confequences. 

Felloe (of a wheel), not felly. There is, 
however, nothing to determine us 
to prefer either orthography : cuf- 
tom, I believe, moft authorizes the 
latter. 

Fewel and fuel are both admitted, with- 
out preference. The latter is the 
more common form. 

Frigat, inftead of frigate. 

Further ', not farther ; zxA furthejl , not 

farthejl; becaufe they are not from 

far, but from forth: they ought 

therefore, in ftrift propriety, to be 

fort her ^ndforthejl. 

Gantlet , in the expreffion to run the gant- 
let, muft be diftinguifhed in impel- 
ling from gauntlet, an iron glove. 
It is properly gantelope, being de- 
rived from the Dutch words gant, 
all, and loopen, to run-, when the cri- 
minal runs through all the ranks. 

U Gelly 
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Gelly for jelly, becaufe derived from ge- 
latus, Latin, or rather from gelee, 
French. 

Genet, a fmall-fized, well-proportioned 
Spanilh horfe : the French is ge- 
net. The ufual orthography has 
been jennet. I think we ought to 
write gennet, for the reafon afligned 
above, at the word Fagot. 

Gray, not grey, on account of the found; 
for there is in the Di&ionary no 
other etymology than^gr/V, French* 
There is, however, a primitive 
which confirms this orthography, 
namely, graw, Dutch and Ger- 
man, which means the fame. — 
N. B. greyhound remains unaltered 
by this emendation; having no 
connection with the adje&ive 
grey, but coming from the Saxon 
3jnjJ>unb. 

GroJ/er for grocer, from grofs, a large 
quantity (i. e. twelve dozen) ; " a 
"grocer originally being one who 
" dealt by wholefale: or from gr of- 
"Jus, a fig, which their prefent ftate 

" feems 
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€C feems to faVour." So in French 
marcbandgrojjter means a wholefale 
dealer. — Jn the Statutes, at 37 
Edw. III. cap. v. great mifchiefs 
are faid to have arifen " de ceo qe 
** les marchauntz nomez growers, 
€€ engroffent totes maners des mar- 
€€ chandifes vendables," &c. There 
is not* however, much chance that 
grocer will now give place to grof* 
fer ; efpecially as they no longer 
engrofs riierchandife of all kinds, 
nor infift upon dealing in the grofs 
alone.— ^As for the other etymolo- 
gy, grojfus means a green, not a 
dried fig. 

Groups without the final e. It was for- 
merly fo written in general, but 
is now more commonly written 
groupe, like the French word from 
which it is derived. It is proba- 
ble that the French word was for- 
merly written grouppe, as it ftands 
on this occafion in Johnfon, being 
taken from the Italian groppo -, 
but it is now written groupe. 

Hale for haul : " etymology is regarded 

U 2 "in 
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" in hale, and pronunciation in 
" haul." Both words are occa- 
fionally ufed, but the latter more 
frequently. I believe the pronun- 
ciation of to bale is ufually the 
fame as that of to haul. . 

Hail is propofed for bale, healthy ; being 
from hoel, health , Saxon. This 
mode of writing would have this 
recommendation, that it would 
point out the connexion between 
this adjedtive and the interjection 
bail! or all bail ! the original de- 
fign of which was to wifli health 
to the perfon faluted by it j like 
the falve of the . Romans, _ and 
vytou've of the Greeks : yet it is 
to be feared that the cuftom of 
mifwriting the adjedtive is too in- 
yeterately fixed to be reformed. 
The only objedtion to the altera- 
tion feems to be, that it multiplies 
the words of this form f bail J, al- 
ready too numerous. 

Hemiftick ; this fhould be bemi/licb, as dif- 
tich : fo the other words fimilarly 

derived. 

_ • Hoiden, 
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Hoiden, not hoyden : hoeden, Welch. 

To holla, to cry out : this is rather a low . 
word, and being chiefly in the 
mouths of thofe who cannot write 
it, has obtained no precife found; 
it is mod commonly fpoken hol- 
low ; it is written hollo, and fome^ 
' times holloa. It is made from the 
interjection hola, or holla. 

Indeleble, not indelible, both from its 
French and its Latin etymology. 

Indocil, without e 'final ; yet the fimple 
word ftands in the Di&ionary with 

• it, docile. It is moft ufual to write 

both with the e ; nor is there any 
objection to it, fince -He unac- 
cented is ufually fhort. See 
page 233. 

Inquire, with all its derivatives, not en- 
quire. In this inftance the learned 
author has preferred the Latin ety- 
mology inquiro, to the French en- 
querir, contrary to what he has 
done with refpedt to entire. En- 
quire fhould remain, if we allow 
entire. 

U 3 yoie 
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Job for jowl: gueule % French; cjxqJ, 

Saxon. 
Joujt, not juj}, a tilt or tournament: 
French, jouji. Words of fimilar 
form, but different \n fenfe, are 
the difgrace of every language: 
the modern fpelling, jujl, which 
confounds the appearance of this 
word with that of the adjedli vtjujl, 
equitable, is therefore very faulty. 
There are inftances enough of on 
being pronounced like ti fhort, to 
obviate any objection which might 
arife from the found of the word. 
See page 79. 
Icicle* not ijicle y becaufe from ice, rightly. 
Juncate, not junket, being derived from 
juncade, French ; or gioncata, Ita- 
lian • 
Knel, with fingle /; yet all the authori- 
ties have it knell, and the Saxon 
original is cnyllan : and the author 
tells us, at the letter l, that at the 
end of a monofyllable, except after 
a diphthong, it is always doubled. 
Query, Is not knel then ah error 

of the.gjrefs? 

Lackey^ 
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Lackey, not lacquey. See Checker above* 
Lantern, not lant horn: lant erne, French ; 
laterna, Latin. Lant horn feenxs 
to have been written, from a con- 
fufed notion that the name had 
fome reference to the thin lamina 
of horn of which it is frequently 
formed; quafi, lamp-horn. This 
etymology would infallibly be ad- 
mitted, were the right one left 
known ; and may fetve as an in- 
ftance of the fallacious nature of 
etymology. What could periuade 
an etymologift to give up fuch a 
derivation ? efpecially if he recol- 
lected that a candle and lantern is 
called by Plautus Vulcanus in cornu 
conclufus. Mercury fays to Sofia, 
in the firft fcene of the Amphi- 
trion, 

Quo ambulas tu, qui Vukant<m in cornu 
conclufum geris ? 

Lanch, not launch, being only a vocal 
corruption of lance : but when 
launch was formed from it, launce 
yras the common orthography of 

U 4 that 
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that word alfo ; and au feems the 
proper reprefentative of the open 
a in other inftances of the fame 
kind, as haunch, paunch ; the ety- 
mology of which equally demands 
the fingle a: either thefe fhould 
be altered alfo, or launch zn&Jtaunch 
left in their old form. Branch and 
blanch feem to plead for lanch, &c. 

7*0 leafe, in the fenfe of to glean. The 
form of this verb is the fame as to 
leafe, in the fenfe of to let by leafe ; 
and its participle leafing is the fame 
not only as the participle of that 
verb, but alfo as the fubftantive 
leafing, which is fometimes ufed 
for lying. Its etymology flefen, 
Dutch) fupplies a commodious dif- 
tindtion, which ought not to be 
Overlooked : we fhould write to 
lefe or leefe 9 in the fenfe of to glean. 
From the fame original there was 
once a word of fimilar form, now 
obfolete, to leafe, meaning to lofe. 

Jaeger, not ledger ; but, according to that 
form, the f in the firft fyllable 

would 
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would regularly be long, . le-ger. 
See page 99* In the fenfe of an 
account -book, its orthography is fet- 
tled, by long cuftom, to ledger : in 
any other fenft it is perfectly obfo- 
lete, fo that no advantage can arife 
from altering the fpelling. Old 
writers have written it leiger, leid- 
ger, or legier. As a further con- 
firmation of ledger, we have a ledge 
derived from the fame Dutch word 
which is the original of ledger, 
namely, teggen, to lie. . 

JLeven, more proper than leaven; le~ 
. vain, French. 

Zifckerijh, not liqUorifh, becaufe derived 
from the Saxon licejia, a glutton. 

Lie, a falfefcood, and to lie, to titter a 
falfehobd.-^-Ben Jonfon fays, €€ We 
" ufually difference to lye, or feign, 
" from to to lie along, by the ufe 
" of the j*." This diftindtion 
has very commonly been made, 
and feems an ufeful one : it is hot 
adopted in the Dictionary. So alfo 

* Englijb Grammar^ under the letter y. 

ti 
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to dye, to ftain, might bo diftin-* 
guifhed from to die, to ceafe to 
live ; and perhaps ought to be, for 
it feems almoft allowable to derive 
the former from Jwo, which fome- 
times means to dip or plunge. With-* 
out this alteration, there are five 
different words of the fame form: 
to die, to ftain ; to die, qiorior -, a 
die, a colour ; a die, the lingular of 
dice ; and a die for making the im- 
. predion of coins. 

Lily for lilly. See Fagot. 

Linen for linnen. See Fagot.— Confiftently 
with this orthography, linnet (hould 
be written linet, being derived from 
the French linotte : yet it ftands 
linnet in the Dictionary, 

Lodeftar and lodejlone, more properly 
than loadftar and loadjlone, becaufe 
from laeban, Saxpn, to lead; i. e, 
leading ftar, or leading ftone. 

Loath, not loth. Almoft all the citations 
fubjoined to x this word contradidt 
the former orthography ; yet it is 
certainly preferable,. for the fake of 

preferving 
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preferving the analogy between it 
and to loathe, unlefs it be thought 
better to write that word lotbe. 
The original la$, Saxon, leaves this 
matter uncertain. 

Meager for meagre. The etymology, mat- 
gre, authorizes the ufual fpelling : 
add to this, that -ger, with the g 
hard, is an irregularity. See Auger 
above. Thefe things confidered, 
it will perhaps be thought beft to 
, leave the orthography untouched, 
meagre. 

Majh (of a net) is recommended as pre- 
ferable to mejh, both on account of 
the etymology and of the found. 
It is derived from macbe, old 
French. 

Mijpel for mijfpell, rightly, according 
to the cuftoms of our compofi- 
tions. 

Jtfi/t/e more proper than mijle or miz- 
zle y becaufe probably derived from 
miji. 

$dijlletoe> not miffeltp, &c. derived from 
myftelran, Saxon ; or from the 

Danifh 
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Danifti mijiet, bird-lime, and tan, 
a twig. 

Modillon, not modiUion : but $*£■ found of 
the i being Jieard in the termina- 
tion of the word, ought to be writ- 
ten i for to imply that letter in //, 
is not an Englifh' but a French 
cuftom. 

Murther is faid to be, according to the 
etymology,' a more proper fpelling 
than murder ; but the latter is re- 
ceived inta the Di&ionary upon 
the authority of cuftom : mojvSeji, 
Saxon. The Saxon $ was the repre- 
tentative of the foft th. Page 132. 

Naught, not nought, in the fenfe of no- 
thing ; btirig properly ne aught, not 
any thing. " But a cuftom has irre- 
yerfibly prevailed, of ufing naught 
for bad, end nought for toothing" 
J N .— This cuftom originated in 
the defire of diftinguilhing, inju- 
dicioufly conduced. There is in- 
deed no real ground for a diftincr 
tion ; the word naught, in the fenfe 
of wicked, being only a 6gurative 

fighification 



/ 
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. fignification of naught, nothing ; 
meaning worth/eft or nothing worth, 
nothing in point of value or good- 
nefs. Thus, in Latin, homo nihili 
iigni'fies a good-for-nothing fellow : 
{o *W*w, in Greek, for amy**, by 
the infertion of the particle <?*. 
Nequdm is another inftance of the 
fame kind, meaning originally ufe~ 
lefs\ it is made from nequicquam 
by dropping a fyllable, as nolo 
from non *volo : homo nequam is 
therefore one who exijls in vain. 
Varro de Ling. Lat.— To which 
word frugi is oppofed, meaning ori- 
ginally ufeful; one €€ undc frugem 
poflis habere, five quo frui queas." 
Donat. in Ter. Eun.—- So bad a cha- 
racter is it, in ,*ages of fimplicity 
and induftry, to be of no ufe ia 
fociety ; 1 ike Homer's Margites, 

To* $* xt up <nc*irlnpa &bq\ Qirav> *r % 

apotnpa 
Out aWw; ti gqQqv. 



This analogy might be purfued 
further, 

Nuifance, 
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Nuifance, not nufance, on account of the 
etymology. 

Opake, not opaque. See page 119; 

Oraifon for crifon, on the authority of 1 
Shakfpeare, Dryden, and the ety- 
mology. But a word with a diph- 
thong in the middle, fhort and un- 
accented, as thofe authors ufe it, 
is very irregular : 

Stay, let us hear the oratfins he makes. 

Stf AKSP* 

An aftive life long iraifons forbids. 

Dryd« 

If ever this orthography be adopt- 
ed, it ought to be when the mid- 
dle fyllable is accented and made 
long, as in Dyer's verfes, quoted 
page 178. 

Outrageous, Hot outragious. 

Packet, not pacquet. See Checker. 

Palette, a painter's board, not pallet, for 

diftin&ion's fake; as pallet often 

occurs in our poets in the fenfe of 

a fmall or mean bed. The former 

8 is 
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is derived from palette, the latter 
from paillet. 

Panel, not pannely but fee Fagot.— Pannel 
is admitted into the Dictionary, in 
the fenfe of a kind of/addle. 

Fancy ' for panfy, the flower fometimes 
called love and idlenefs *, &c. €€ cor- 
rupted, I jfuppofe, from panacey, 
panacea." Johnfon.— This etymo- 
logy is wrong, and feems indeed 
to have owed its admiffion to a 
cafual failure of memory ; for the 
author appears to have known the 
true origin of the word when he 
wrote his notes on Sh&kfpeare. 
Ophelia fays, " and there's panjies, 

* Or love in idlenefs. So Shaklpeare calls it in 
Midfummer Night 9 s Dream : 

Yet mark'd I where the bolt of Cupid fell : 

It fell upon a little weftern flower, 

Before milk - white, now purple with love's 

wound ; 
And maidens call it lave in idlenefs. 

A& II. Sc. ii. 

Its names are numberlefs. See the notes on that 
paflage in the edition of Johnfon and Steevens. 

and 
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and that's for thoughts:" the note on 
which is, "Panjies is for thoughts, 
becaufe of its name penjees." It 
is indeed poffible that he might 
fuppofe Shakfpeare to quibble on 
the fimilarity of the words, with- 
out recollecting that penfie is the 
legitimate French name for the 
herb *. " Penfie y ou her be de la 
¥rwite\ viola tricolor, efpece de vio- 

* For which Minfliew gives a curious reafon : 
"Penfee> a penfer, i. e. cogitare, quod herba hsec con- 
veniat illis qui funt cogitabundi." But this Angular 
virtue of affifting contemplation, does not arife im- 
mediately from the nature of the herb : it firft eafes 
the heart, whence it is called, among other names, 
hearU-eafe \ and having thus removed that which is 
moft likely to difturb the mind in its reflections, may 
be faid eventually to aid the thoughts. It is called 
hearts-eafe 9 fays the fame author, " quoniam flores 
hujus herbae auferunt triflitias et angores, quando de- 
coftio eorum in vino bibitur, quandove comeduntur 
in cibis vel confervis." He gives a fimilar reafon for 
its Latin nzmt^jacea ; which may indeed be right, for 
that name was given in barbarous times. Old Ge- 
rard calls the herb live in idlenefs : but I was difap- 
pointed in not finding in him more legends of its 
contemplative and antimelancholic qualities, 

c lette 
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lette inodore, qu'on cultive dans les 
jardins pour la beaute de fa fleur, 
dont chaque feuille eft de trois 
couleurs, pourpre ou bleu, jaune, 
et blanc." Bomare. — There are, 
befides the three principal colours, 
delicate pencillings of black in the 
central parts- It probably bbtained 
the name oipenfie y thought or fancy , 
from its fanciful appearance ; the 
fame circumftance which induced 
Milton to call it, 

*> - The pantyfreait with jet. 

Lycidas. 

that is, fancifully touched with 

black *. 
Perch and pearch are both admitted, as 
well in the fenfe of a pole, as for 
the name of a fifti. It is ufual to 
fpell the fifh pearch, and the other 

* Among the few overfights in the great work 
which this lift is meant to illuftrate, is that of attri- 
buting the introdu&ion of the verb to friak> with 
fome degree of cenfure, to Thomfon. It is peculiarly 
beautiful in Milton's application* 

X . psrch, 



$o6 Miscellaneous. . Part IV* 

perch, as alfo the verb to perch ; 
and the diftin&ion, though not 
warranted by etymology, feems 
convenient. 
Plajler, not plaijler : plajlre, French, 
Phrenfy, not frenzy : phrinifie, French, 
Plum, not plumb. The b is not in the 

original words. 
Poltron and ponton. Thefe words are ufu- 
. ally written with oo in the laft fyl- 
lable, &nd their found requires it. 
Pommel, not pummel. ' Here the Dr. has 
rightly admitted the mm, accord- 
ing to what is faid in fagot, though 
there is only one m in the original, 
pomeau. 
Potato, not potatoe, apparently becaufe 
the e is without effect; but it often 
is fo, and we have many words 
terminated in oe. The propriety 
'- catnnot fo eafily be determined ; 
for who ihall attempt to fix the 
orthography of the native Ameri- 
cans, ? Cuflom with us is ftrpngly 
for the tie. We are told that the 
original word is batatas ; and the 
9 French, 
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French, who Ibcwfrowed it from the 
fame quarter, certainly call it ba- 
tafte, as well as patatte*- ~ 

TopraBife, verb ; prattice, fubft. ; rightly 
diftinguifhed * : as are alio/ 

To propbejy, . and .prophecy, fubft . 

Ranfome for ranfom. I know not why 
the * is added. Etymology does 
not lead us to it, and ctfftbm is 
invariably againft it : anci -the o 
will take the found of u as readily 
before th alone, as before -me : wit- 
nefs tranfom, cujlom, hejbtn, &lojfom 9 
x &c* And fee the lift at p. 32. 

Rartfyy not rarefy. This is a miftake; 
the original is rarejio> from nzr£, 
not rarus, zn&jio. Lucretius has 
ufed it more than once : 

Ac rarefaftum detra&o fanguine venis. 

iii. 443% 
Nee rartfitris &c. — — ~— * 

i. 649, 

* There is one inconvenience in this mode, of 
diftinguifliing them, namely, that they are pro- 
nounced alike, which advice and advife are not. 
This diffimilarity, in cafes fo allied, is very faulty, 
and may lead to error. 

X 2 aod, 
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and, by a //w/£r, he divides, rart- 
facio into two words : 

■ Rarhpcfacit lateramina vafis. 

The French word alfo is rafefier. 

Rafe and raze, for diftin&ion's fake ; 
the former in the fenfe of tojlrike 
Jlightly, the latter in that of to de- 
Jlroy totally. 

Reek for rick, properly. 

Rencounter, not recounter : rencontre, Fr. 

Relick, not relique. See Checker. 

Refoufce and rejfource are both admitted. 

Riband.— Sec Fagot. — It is alfo written 
ribon, or ribbon. I think there is" 
not any fuch word as rubaride ; if 
fo, we ought to prefer ribbon, as 
nearer to ruban; unlefs we derive 
it, with Minflicw, from re-bind. 

m 

ll$Jk for rifque. This fcems to be pretty 
well eftablifhed. 

Rodomontade, not rhodomontade ; becaufe 
from Rodomonte, a boaftful charac- 
ter in Arioftp's Orlando Furiofo. 

Sack el 
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Sacbel for fatchel. The / is nriceflary to 
fhorten the a. See page 94. 

Saltcellar 9 not fait feller . 

Scenary, for fcenery. But the latter is ef- 
tablifhed by cuftom; and ~ery is 
a more common derivative termi- 
nation, confidered as one merely 
Englifh, and not influenced by the 
etymology, than -ary *. There are, 
however, fome great names to fup- 
port fcenary; namely, Addifon, 
Pop?, and Dryden. 

tfofeeth, not feet he. This is wrong. See 
page 132. 

Sentry, not centry, becaufe from feutinel. 

Sergeant, not ferjeant. The latter is the 
prevalent mode of fpelling the 
word, but is certainly erroneous ; 
the original word being Jergent, 
French, 

T!o Jhear, not to Jheer ; and Jhear s, not 
Jbeers ; from its etymology, and 
alfo for this reafon : "Jheer cannot 
analogically ,forxn Jhore or Jhorn." 
The adjedtive Jheer, and the ad- 

* As binary, plenary, &c. derived from binarius, See* 

X 3 verb, 
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verb, both which Milton has ufed, 
are properly written with ce. 

Shily and Jhinefs ; though we have in the 
" Didtionary dtyly and drynefs. It is 
. defirable that uniformity fhftuld be 
eftablifhcd in this particular. The 
true rule is this : " Words ending 
with y % preceded by a confonant, if 
they ajfume an additional jyllable, 
change y into i." The exceptions 
to it are, i . When the additional 
fyllable begins with /. 2. When 
the original word is a monofylla- 
ble * (fee p. 40.) ; for, as was ob- 
ferved on another occafion, when a 
fingle letter forms a fourth or fifth 
part of a whole word, the eye is 
not eafily reconciled to the lofs, 
nor confequently to the change 
of it (fee p. 92.). We fhould there- 
fore write Jbyly and jhynefs. 

Sbow> not fhew : febowen, Dutch. The 
pronunciation alfo demands this or- 
thography. Shew is not inferted. 

* Yet before -ed even monofyllables change y 
intcf r, as dried* 

To 
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fo JhrUgg with gg % and a Jhrug with g 
only. This may perhaps be found 
a convenient diftindtion : but I do 
not know that it has yet been 
adopted. 

Sbittlecock and Jhuttlecock are both ad- 
mitted, A cock (from its feathers) 
agitated like kjhuttle, is furely the 
moft probable derivation. 

Sit be 9 not fey the. It has fometimes beefr 
written fcitbe znAfytbe. The ori- 
ginal Saxon word is pSe. €t I have 
chdfen the orthography which is 
at once the moft fimple and moft 
agreeable to etymology." Johnfon. 
— Neverthelefsy^y/^ prevails. 

Sillabub, not Jyllabub. Its etymology is 
very doubtful. 

Skeptick and Jkirrhus, for fceptick and 
fcirrhus, to prevent the harden- 
ing of c before e and 1. Upon 
the fame principle we ought to 
write alfo Jkiamacby >. See p. 90.— 
Sceptic, however, ftand? its ground. 
Some write fchirr bus, though im- 
properly, if the etymology be con- 

X 4 fidered. 
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fidered. In the new edition . of 
Chambers's Cyclopedia, it is in- 
ferted Scirrhus. 
Skonce and Jkreen, for fconce and fcreen : 
thefe words are inferted both ways. 
The latter forms are eftablifhcd ; 
and there appears no adequate rea- 
fon for wifliing that they fhould 
be changed. 
Skull, the bone that inclofes the brain, 
not/cull, becaufe there is an Iflan- 
dic word, of the fame fignification, 
written Jkio/a or Jkola. Scull ox /cul- 
ler, a kind of boat, is written in 
the Didionary with c, for the fake 
of diftindtion merely, for Jkiola, in 
I flan die, means a veflel alfo. See 
thefe words in the Dictionary. 
Scull is ftill generally written. 
Slid, not Jledge, in the fenfe of a low car- 
riage 'without wheels i being from 
Jlad, Danifh, or Jledde, Dutch. 
Sledge, a large heavy hammer, as it is 
tifual to write it : fleej, Saxon j or 
Jleggia, Iflandic, 

Sleight, 
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Sleight 9 in the fenfe of trick, dexterity, 
or artifice, not flight. 

Tofmerk and to /mirk are both admitted : 
but the former is nearer to the ety- 
mology. 

Snapfack for knapfack. It is a Swedifh 
word. " Knapfack is more com- 
mon." Johnfon. 

Soder rather than folder : fonder, French ; 

foldare, Italian. I think it is fome- 

times pronounced as if v/rittcnjbd- 

der ; but more frequently Yikzfaw- 

der or fauder. See pp. 31. and in. 

Sole, a kind of fea-fifh. It is ufual to 
diftinguifti this from fole, the flat 
part of the foot, &c. by writing it 
foal.- This, however, is impro- 
per; it was originally called folea 
from its fhape, refembling the fole 

of a fhoe or fandal. 

1 

Solicit, not follicit : but this depends en- 
tirely upon the orthography of the 
Latin word follicito or folicito, a 
matter as much contefted as any 
thing of the kind perhaps ever 
was. See Voffius, in his Etymo- 

logicon 
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logicon Ling. Lat. — Heineccii 
Fundament a Stili cultioris, par. i. 
cap. i. § 11. — Our pronunciation 
does not decide the point for us. 

Solan, foland, or fo/und goofe. It is doubt- 
ful which is right. 

Sponge, not Jpunge : fpongia, Latin ; 
eponge, and formerly efponge, Fr. 
in which language is alfo fpon- 
gieux, without the initial e. Our 
pronunciation, however, is inva- 
riifo\y fpunge. 

Sprite ', more proper than fpright, being 
a contraction oifpirit. Sprigbt has 
certainly prevailed a good deal ; 
but fpritely is not unufual. 

Stanch, not Jiaunch. See Lanch. 

Straight, not crooked; from Jirack, old 
Dutch, 

Strait, narrow : ejiroit, old French. The 
fubftantive a Jirait, being derived 
from this, muft be alfo thus writ- 
ten. In, this fen&Jtreigbt has of- 
ten been written by the greateft 
authors, but that practice has no 

authority from etymology. 

To 



«* 
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Tojirew and tofirow : the latter of thefe 
is preferred by Dr. Johnfon " as 
being that whieh reconciles ety- 
mology with pronunciation/' The 
etymology he means is firoer, Da- 
nifh. Some of the etymologies 
point to fir aw, which was adopted 
in feveral inftances by our tranfla- 
tors of the Bible. Perhaps Jirew 
was originally the preterit of firow, 
as threw is of throw, &c. 

Style, not fiile. This depends, likcjblicit, 
on the orthography of the Latin 
word from which it is derived. 
Thofe who deducefiylus from rvXog, 
a column, write it with^; thofe who 
derive it from r*'£«, to prick, write 
it with 1. Of this number are Vof- 
fius and Heineccius above quoted. 
Stile is right undoubtedly in the 
fenfe of a ftepping-rail in an en- 
clofure. 

Subtile zndfubtle. The former is moft 
ufed in the three firft fenfes given 
in the Dictionary ; the latter in the 
fenfe of/?/, cunning, &c. 

To 



X 



* 
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Tojiimmon, verb ; afummons, fubftantive. 
The latter is one of the few in- 
fiances of a fingular fubftantive 
with a plural form. The verb 
alfo is rightly diftinguiihdd : no 
careful fpeaker fays to Jummons, 
inftead of to fummon. 
Sward, originally the Jkin of bacon*, me- 
taphorically, the covering of the 
furface of the earth. Thus green 
fward, written and fpoken erro- 
neoufly green Jhvord ; alfo fwerd^ 
fwart, zxAfwartb. It is a Swedifli 
word. Milton has it ford: 

V th* midft an altar as the landmark flood, 

Ruftic, of grafly ford. 

Par. Loft, xi. 432. 

Toupet. This is conformable to the ety- 
mology: but toupee is fometimes 
written ; and any thing is prefera- 
ble to a word fo totally remote 
from Englifti rules as toupet, fince 
it is invariably fpoken according to 
the other fpelling. . 
brevet, not trivet, being from Bpieper, 
Saxon : quafi, three feet. 

Troll, 
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Troll, not troul, to roll round ; from trai- 
ler*, Dutch. 

truffle. Our pronunciation requires 
that one of the^s fhould be omit- 
ted; for it is invariably fpoken 
tru-jle, not truf-fle. The French 
word is truffe. 

Vail for veil. The latter, however, is 
not excluded. To vail the bonnet 
was formerly a current phrafe for 
to pull off the bat *, from a French 
phrafe, avaler le bonnet. In this 
and fimilar fenfes, all of which are 
now obfolete, it is proper to write 
it vail, and it ftands fo in the Dic- 
tionary ; but in the cafe of to veil, 
meaning to cover, the author feems 
to yield his opinion to the authority 
of cuftom. 

Villany, and villanize, without the at 
which is in villain: but as long 
as we preferve the orthography of 

* Thus Fairfax : 

This faid, the virgin 'gan her lever vail. 

Tajfo, II. ftanz. 48. 

S the 
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the latter word, the others, in my 
opinion, fhould not be altered. 

Vtfor, not vizor: vifiere, French. It was 
formerly not unfrequently written 
vizard. 

Vizier, not vijier, being in the Turkifh, 
wazir. 

Wagon for waggon. The etymologies do 
indeed point to wagon: but cuf- 
tom, fnpported by the principles 
of our language, determines that it 
fhould be waggon. See Fagot. 

Welfh, not Welch. This word, as well 
as other gentile nouns, is excluded 
from the Di&ionary ; but the opi- 
nion of the author concerning it, 
is fhown by thofe places in which 
he refers to the language of that 
people for etymology : as in cuckoo, 
hoiden, &c. I differ from hjm in 
it, becaufe Iobferve that ch is ufual 
in fuch nouns, whenever a confo- 
nant immediately precedes the final 
letters, as in Dutch, French, Scotch: 
Jh is always preceded by an /, as 
Englifhy Irijh, Scottify Spanifh,&cc. 

Nor 
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Nor is the form of Ich repugnant to 
the ofage of our language, for we 
have feveral words fo terminated, as 
filch, milch, &c. : I fhould there- 
fore write Welch. 
Wefand, the windpipe. This word, 
which is not a very common one, 
has been written varioufly, as we- 
zand, weafand, weazon, wefil ; but 
wefand is thought to approach the 
neareft to the etymology, which is 
p^jxn, Saxon. It is evident, by 
the references at wejil and wezand, 
that the author meant to infert it, 
gs he has done, wefand-, but though 
the word be fo printed, yet, by 
miftake, it ftands in the alphabeti- 
cal arrangement as if it were fpelt 
weafand-, and a peirfon who fhould 
look for it in the proper place of 
wefand, would be apt to fuppofe it 
wholly omitted. 
Wet her + a caft rated fheep, not weather, 
being from pdSejx, Saxon, or weder, 
Dutch. It has been too common to 
mifpel it weather, k. \ :■->■'- 

Widgeon; 
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Widgeon : yet pigeon is inferted without 
the d. It is to be wifhed that 
uniformity could be obtained in 
words which fo ftrongly refemble 
each other. Pidgeon and widgeon 
are preferable, for the fame reafoi* 
as ledger. 

Wiry is propofed inftead of wiery, and 
it is certainly right. No perfon 
hefitates to write miry or Jpiry, 
from mire and fpire* Firy ought 
alfo to be written upon the fame 
principle : or perhaps it would be 
better to fpell all thefe words with 
ey ; wirey, firey> mirey 9 &c. This 
orthography would point more 
evidently to the primitive words. 
Whatever rule be adopted for one 
of thefe adje&ives, ought undoubt- 
edly to be extended to all the reft. 

Wijhful and wiJifuL Thefe words fhould 
be carefully diftinguifhed ; the for- 
mer means longing, the latter at* 
tentive. See the Dictionary. 

Wizard: this has often been written 
wizzard, which the found de- 
mands; 
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tnands ; but the etymology points 
to wifard, in which form it is ufed 
by Milton * and Spenfer. Difard, 
a word of the fame form, is ad- 
mitted into the Di&ionary on the 
authority of Skinner and Junius, 
Johnfon fays of wizard, €€ that it 
had probably, at firft, a laudable 
meaning/' This may be proved 
from Spenfer, who, fpeaking of the 
Sun, fays, 

Whofe nature yet fo much is marvelled 
Of mortal wits, that it doth much amaze 
The greateft wifards which thereon do 
gaze. 
Hymn on Heavenly Beauty, 1. i66. 

Here wifard clearly means a wife 
per/on. 
Wo, not woe. The latter orthography pre- 
vails, and probably will continue 
to do fo. To remove the e is to, 
take away a third part of the 
word ; and being accuftomed to fee 
other words of the fame kind writ- 
ten with e, 2^ foe, doe, toe, we arc 

* See Comus, 571, 

Y the 



322 Miscellaneous* Part IV# 

the more tenacious of that letter 
here. 

Wrack and wreck are both admitted \ the 
former being moft conformable 
to etymology, the latter to ufage. 
if The poets ufe wrack or wreck 
indifferently, as rhyme requires/' 
This is true of the older poets ; 
but it muft be a bold poet who 
would now venture to write wrack 
for wreck. 

Tejl f the froth of fermenting beer, not 
yeajl 9 being derived from ^eyr, 
Saxon. This word, like wefand, 
is mifplaced in the Dictionary ; it 
flands as it would do if written 
yeajl, not in its true place after yes. 

Tew % not eugh. The latter orthography 
was ufed by Dryden, but has now 
been long difufed. 

Telky not yolk, of an egg ; being de- 
rived, on account of its colour, 
from the fame original as the word 
yellow. 
It probably will be obferved, that in 

fojne iiiftances I have ufed an orthogra- 

I phy 
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> 

phy different from that which I recom- 
mend. The reafon is, that I do not think 
myfelf at liberty to depart from the efta- 
blifhed pradtice, till authorized by the 
approbation of the public. 



Y 2 CHAP. 
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CHAP. IV. 



Ancient or peculiar Accentuation. 

IN the perufal of our beft poets, we 
often meet with words accented in a 
manner not familiar to us, in a way which 
was ufual in their time, but fince has 
grown into difufe. To colledt thefe in- 
ftances may be ufeful,and is in fome mea~ 
fure curious ; but to exhibit a complete 
view of the fubjedt, would require an at- 
tentive reading of their works, with this 
purpofe conftantly in view. I can offer 
only the refult of a few occafional me- 
morandums ; but why fhould even that 
be withheld ? Future obfervation may 
enable me, or perhaps fome other perfon, 
to extend this lift far beyond its prefent 
limits. I have not regarded the pra&ice 
of poets elder than Spenfer : Chaucer 

and 
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and his contemporaries wrote rather a 
different language, than a modification of 
the fame; fo very remote are their words, 
in various refpe&s, from thofe which are 
now in ufe. An exadt difplay of the ac- 
centuation of thofe time? alfo, would 
deferve the attention of every lover of 
Englifh literature, but does not belong, 
in any degree, to this undertaking. 

To render fuch an attempt perfedt, it 
would be required that we ihould fhow 
what writers firft employed the modern 
accentuation. But this degree of ac- 
curacy cannot eafily be attained. No- 
thing would fo much affift a work of this 
nature, and indeed fome other branches 
of criticifm, as tfre publication of ver- 
bal indexes to our beft poets; fuch 
as that of Seberus to the works of Ho- 
mer, and thofe inferted in the Delphin 
claffics, only not extended fo piuch to 
trifling words. It would be a vyork 
of little more than mere labour, to be 
paid for by rule and meafure, like other 
mechanical jobs ; and would Jiaj-dly 
require any higher qualifications than 
thofe which, according to Dogberry, 

Y 3 " (ome 
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" come by nature" reading and writing : 
but it would anfwer, I fhould imagine, 
both to the publifher and to the public. 
I know not of any thing of the kind at 
prefent in Englifh, except the Index to 
Paradife Loft, in the edition of Bifhop 
Newton. 

Academy : 

Our court fhall be a little academy. 

Shaksp. Love's Labour Loft. 

tS* Here Dr. Johnfon appears to have been mi fled by 
the current opinion concerning the nature of the 
Englifh accent ; for he fays of this word, that it 
was, " anciently and properly accented on the 
firft fyllable, but now frequently on the fecond." 

Acceptable. 

So fit, fo acceptable^ fo divine." 

Par. Loft, x. 139. 

Said he, with one thrice acceptable ftrokc. 

/*. 855. 
t& There are two reafons againft accenting this 
word thus 5 its derivation from accept^ and .the 
concurrence of pU But I fufpefl that the authority 
of 'Milton, and the tendency of fafhion, will ftill 
overbear thefe confiderations. It ought therefore 
to have been inferted in page 190, and to have 
been omitted here. The reader will pardon this 
little inaccuracy, 

Advtrfe* 
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jidv/rfe, frequently ; as, 

Ufeful of hurtful, profperous of adverfe. 

Par. Lofty \u 259. 
In profperous days 
They fwarm,but in adverfe withdraw their head. 

Sam/. Ag. v. 192. 

Darkling they join adverfe •, and (hock unfecn. 

Dryden- 

But not conftantly ; as, 

With adverfe blaft up turns them from the fouth. 

Par. Lofty x. 701. 

And twice by adverfe winds, from England's ^ 

bank. 

Shakspeare. 

He fpeak againft me on the adverfe fide. 

Shakspeare* 

t$* Shakfpeare is conftant, I believe, in ufing it with 
the regular and modern accent. 

Advirtife : 

Wherein he might the King his Lord adverYife. 

Shakspeare* 

As I by friends am well advertifed. 

Shakspeare* 
To one that can my part in -him advert ife. 

Id, Meafurefor Meafure, 

■ — As I was then 
Advirtlfingy and holy to your bufiriefe. 

Id. lb. 

Y 4 Hence 
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Hence advirtifemcnt is the ancient ac- 
centuation : 

My griefs are louder than advertifement. 

Shaksp. Much Ado. 

Alwdy. Spenferhas fo accented this word: 

And with chafle heart do honour him alway. 

Colin Clouts 1. 888* 

Ambajfage. 

Before his throne as on ambajfage fenr. 

Spenser, Moth. Hub. 472. 

Antique. " This was formerly," fays 
Johnfon, " pronounced according to 
the Englifh analogy, with the accent 
on the firfl fyllable." He gives thefe 
examples : 

That old and antique fong we heard laft night. 

Shaksp. 
Such truth in love as th* antique world did know. 

Waller. 

Antic, which is made from it, has pre- 
ferved the original accent. — The fol- 
lowing paffage has antique in the fenfe 
of antic: 

What fafhion'd hats, or ruffs, or fuits next year, 
Our giddy~headed antique youth will wear." 

Donne. 
Apoftolic ; 

Or where did I at fure tradition ftrike, 
Provided it were ftill apoftolic. 

■■* Dryd. Hind and Pan(k f 

Again 1 
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Again : 

I n vain, alas, you feek 
TV ambitious title of apojlolic. 

Dr yd. Hind and Pantb. 

rS* Many divines, in reading the Nicene Creed, fay, 
" one catholic and apojlolic church." This is 
wrong; for, befides the ill effeft of the jingle of 
the fimilar terminations fo accented, it is riot ad- 
vifeable to break unneceffarily into the analogy of 
the words in -iV. Catholic is indeed an allowed 
exception, but apojlolic is not ; and many who 
read it apiftolic in that place, call it apojlolic when 
it occurs elfewhere. 

Artifan. Johnfon gives this as the regu- 
lar accentuation. This accentuation 
is now obfolete, But the lines he 
quotes certainly prove that it former- 
ly prevailed : 

Beft and happieft artijan, 

JJeft of painters, if you can, lie . 

Guardian. 

ji/pJSt. This was undoubtedly the an- 
cient accent : ♦ 

Sham'd their afpeds with ftore of childifh drops. 

Shaksp. Rich. III. 

Whofe fole afpec? he counts felicity. 
» Spens. flymn in Honour of Love, 1. 217* 

His words here ended, but his meek afpift. 

Par. Lojly iii. 266, 
Heaven 
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Heaven then would feem thy image, and rtfle& 
Thole (able veftmenfs, and that bright afpeft. 

Waller, to. the Countefsof.CarliJIe in 
Mournings line 4, 

In Dryden's time the accent had 
changed its place : 

Yet had his afpeft nothing of fevere, 

Dryden, 
Attribute \ verb : 

With glory attributed to the high 
. , Creator. ■ ■■ , ■» 

Par. Lojly viii. 12. 

The fwiftnefs of thofe circles attribute, 
Tho* numberlefs, to his omnipotence. • 

lb. 107, 

- To teach thee that God Attributes to place 
- , No fanctity *. •■ * ■ ■ A. xi. 836. 

Blafphemous. This accentuation is not 
peculiar to Milton * 

Q argument blafphemous , falfe, and proud ! 

Par. LoJi 9 v. 809, 

• Spenfer has it alfo : 

And therein {hut up his blafphemous tongue 
r "•■-.. Faery 2{ueen> vi. 12. ftanz. 54. 

So alfo blajpbemy : 

And altars fouled, and blafphemy fpoke. 

lb. ftanz. 25. 

* Yet 3penfer has attribute. Faery $hieeri> ii. 1. 
ftanz. 33. 

Yet 
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Yet he has blafybemy alfo : 

And curft, and ban'd, and W^^/h/Vi forth threw. 

Faery £>ueen, v. 1 1, ftenz. 12. 

Brigad for brigade : 

Thither, wing'd with (peed, 

A numerous brigad haften'd. ■ 

Par. Lofty i. 674. 

With rapid wheels, or fronted brigads form. 

lb. ii. 532. 

So alfo Philips : 

Here the Bavarian duke his brigads leads. 

Captive, the verb : 

Then, when as Guyon Furor had captiv'd. 

Faery ghteen, ii. 4. ftanz. 16* 

But the captiv'd Acrafia he fent. 

lb. Hi. 1. ftanz, 2. 

Who held captived IfraePs faireft daughter. 

Fairf. Tajffij i. ftanz. 81. 

Free was Arminia, but captiv'd her heart. 

Fairf. Tajfi, xix. 95. 

' Betray'd, caprtv'd, and both my eyes put out, 

Samf. Agon. 1. 33. 

But the accent had been changed when 
Dryden wrote : 

Beauty, which captives all things, fet me free. 

&3* The adjective captive was always accented on the 
penultima. See Milton, Par. Loft, i. 458. Samf. 

Agon. 



1 
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Agon. 335- — I* 1S rather remarkable that the verb 
to captive does not once occur in the Paradife 
Loft. 

Carbuncle. Milton fcems once to have 
accented this word thus : 

If ftone, carbuncle moft or chryfolite. 

Par. Lofty iii. 596, 

But this is contrary to his own prac- 
tice elfewhere, and to the ufage of the 
times preceding him. Shakfpeare gives 
it the regular accent : 

A carbuncle entire, as big as thou art, 

Cbard£ter, the verb : 

Who art the table wherein all my thoughts 
Are vifibly character' d and engrav'd. 

Shaksp. Two Gent, of Ver* 

■■ Unmoulding reafon's mintage 
Cbaracler'd in the face. — 

Comus 9 1. 530. 

Yet Shakfpeare has it alfo character : 

And in their barks my thoughts I'll character. 

The fubftantive character is accented 
by Shakfpeare, &c. regularly ; but 
Spenfer has ufed it like the verb : 

And writing ftrange characlers on the ground. 

Faery S^ueeny iii. 3. ftanz. 14. 

The 
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*3* The vulgar, who are more tenacious of old modes 
of fpeech than perfons in higher life, {till talk of 
a good chara&er. 

CbardSierlefs, and 

Cbard&ery, borrowed their accent from 

that which originally belonged to cba* 

rafter : 

And mighty ftates cherafterlefs are grated 

To dufty nothing. ■ 

Shakspeare. 

Fairies ufe flowers for their cbarbftery. 

Id. Merry Wives ofWindf* 

Cbdjiife : 

And chaftife with the valour of my tongue 
All that impedes thee. ■ ■ 

Shakspeare, 

Young prince, thy y alour ( thus he 'gan to preach ) 
Can chaftife all that do thee wrong, at eafe. 

Fairfax, Taffo, v. ftanz. 45. 

C5* It has already been obferved, that chaftifement 
owes its accentuation to this. 

Circumfcribe : 

From whence he circumfcribed with his fword, 
And brought to yoke, the enemies of. Rome* 

Shaksp. Titus Andron. 

Co/Iegue, both fubftantive and verb : 

£afy it might be feen that I intend 
Mercy, collegue with juftice, fending thee. 

Par. Lofty *. 59. 

Colliguei 
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Colligued with this dream of his advantage. 

Shaksp. Hamlet. 

.Commerce, both fubftantive and verb : 

Peaceful commerce from dividable fhores. 

Id. Troilus and Crejf. 

But how inftru&ed in each other's mind, 
Or what commerce can men with monfters find ? 
Waller, Battle of Sum. IJJ. c. iii. 

Inftru&ed (hips fliall fail to quick commerce. 

Dryden, Ann. Mir. ftanz. 163. 

With even ftep, and muling gait, 
And looks commercing with the fkies, 
Thy rapt foul fitting in thine eyes. 

77 Pen/erofoy 1. 38. 

Comrade. This accentuation was ancient- 
ly ufed, but not conftantly : 

The nimble-footed madcap, prince of Wales, 
And his comrades^ that daft the world afide, 
And bid it pafs. ■■ 

Shaksp. i Henry IV. aft iv. 

Among the flaves and afles, thy comrades. 

Samf. Agon. 1162. 

Shakfpeare has alfo ufed it with the 
modern accent : 

To be a comrade with the wolf and owl. 

King Lear. 

Concave, 
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Concave: 

To hear the replication of your founds 
Made in his concave fhores. ■ 

Shaksp. Julius deft 

At which the univerfal hoft fent up 
A fhout, that tore hell's concave. — — 

Par. Lojt, i. .542. 

Confine^ fubftantive : 

Nature in you ftands on the very verge 
Of her confine* ' » * 

Shaksp. King Lear* 

Should, in their own confines, with forked head 
Have their round haunches gor'd. — — 

Id. As you like it. 

But it admitted alfo the other accent : 

Here in thefe confines flyly have I lurk'd. 

Id. Richard III. 

fc3* Dryden has ufed to confine, meaning to border upon % 
with the accent on the laft : 

— There ftands a place 



Confining on all three, 

But this is not right. See ' the obfervation in* 
page 200. s 

Confufe : 

■ Thus roving on 

In confused march forlorn th' adventurous bands. 

Par* Lofton. bi$. 

He, 
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He, like Amphion, makes thofe quarries leap 
Into fair figures, from a confuted heap. 

Waller, Verjct on repairing 5/. Paul's* 

C?" The fame line, and the fame fimile, almoft verba- 
tim, is inferted by him again in the verfes at Pen- 
Jhur/l. Neither he nor Milton are conftant to this 
accentuation. 

Cdnjure, in the fenfe of to enjoin foleninly t 

O prince, I conjure thee, as thou believ'ft 
There is another comfort than this world* 

Shaksp. Meafurefor Meajure* 

Shakfpeare has alfo ufed the word 
with the proper accent. 

Conquijl : 

■ Nought to the world denying 

This fimple trophy of her great conqueft. 

Spens. Colin Clout, !• 95°» 

Conjort* fubftantive : 

What fay'ft thou, wilt thou be of our conjort ? 

Shaksp. Two GenUojVer* 



In one conjort there fat 



Cruel revenge, and rancorous defpite. 

Spenser, Faery 2>ucen* 

Male he created thee, but thy confirt 
Female for race. — — 

Par. Lojfy vii. 529. 

The 



/ 
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Cj* The accent was apparently upon the change in 
•the tirne of Milton. The above is the only in- 
ftance throughout the Paradifi £*/?, *in which he 
has "placed the accent on the laft fyllable. 

Conjutt, fubftantive* TJais word is not 
now u&d. While it continued in ufe, 
it was fometimes accented like th# 
Vdrt>, and fometimes afc a noun : 



After ftiort filence then, 



And fomtnom read, the great cmfult began. 

' . Par. Ufa u 1. ult. 



And all their grave confulu diilblv'd in '(moke. 

Dryo$n, \FabIti. 

A confult of coquets below, 

Was calPd to rig him out a beau. -' 

Sw^FT. 

CbOtflt, iubftantive.t 

Ntft likely to part hence without tmtft. 

Par. Lo/l 9 iy, 872; 

This only hope relieves me, that the -ftrife 
With me hath end ; all the contejl is ROW 
'Twixt God and Dagon. ■■ 

Sam/. Agon. 460* 

Tho* this of old no lefs contift did move, 
Than when for Homer's birth ievenikie&ftrove* 

Denham, Cooper's Hilly 1. 69* 

£ Contrast^ 
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Contract, fubftantive : 

This is the hand which with a vow'd contrfct ' 
Was fail belock'd in thine. 

Shaksp. Meafurefor Meafure. 

I did : and his contract with lady Lucy ; 
And his contract by deputy in France. ' 

Id. Rich. III. 

£5* Dr. Johnfon has accented this word on the laft 
Syllable, and has fubjqined this remark, 4C ancient- 
ly accented on the firft" It is evident that the 
wholt article fliould be' reverted. The word 
ihould ftand with the accent on the firft ; and 
the remark fliould be, " anciently accented on the 
laft." 

.Contrary. This word was fometimes, but 
not uniformly, thus accented by our 
anceftors : 

And with contriry forces to confpire. 

Speks. Hymn to Love, 1. So. 

The following paflage is very remark- 
- able : 

She turned her contriry to the funne ; 
Thrife (he her turn'd contrary, and returned 
All contrary. ■ ■ 

Id. Faery Queen, iii. 2, 51. 

Fame, if not double-fac'd, is double-mouth 'd, 
And with contrary blaft proclaims moft deeds. 
# Samf. Agon. 971. 

As 



Chip. IV. Miscellaneous. 339 

As being the contrary to bis high will 
Whom we refift. ■■ 

Par. Loft) i. 161. 

The king's attorney on the contrary. 

Shaksp. Hen. VIII. 

'Tis pity love fhould be fo contrary. 

Id. Two Gent, of Fer f 

One author feems to have intended 
to diftinguifh the fubftantive contrary 
from the adjective by the accentua- 
tion 5 for he thus ufes them in two 
lines immediately joined : 

But what can be contrary to the mind, 
Which holds all contraries in concord ftill. 

Davies. 

ct> I do not recoiled any inftance in which the fub- 
ftantive has the accent on the penultima, though 
I krjow feveral where it is regularly .placed ; as, 

"I* th* commonwealth,' I would by contraries 
Execute all things. ■ ■ ■ ■ 

Shaksp. Ternfejl. 

Contribute : 

r * S 

Only to fhine, yet fcarce to contribute, 
^ Each orb a glfrnpfe of light. 

Par. £#?, viii. 155. 

$3» This is analogous to the accentuation of attribute 
before noticed. The learned editor of Milton 
confiders both words as Accented on the laft ; but 

Z 2 I have 
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I have no doubt that the poet meant them to be 
accented on the firft. 

Contrite anciently admitted the accent 
on either fyllable : 

And on it have beftow'd more contrite tears, 
Than from it ifliied forced drops of blood. 

Shaksp. Rich. III. 
He forrows now, repents, and prays corttrde. 

Par. Lofty xi. 90. 

Convirfe, fubftantive: 

How have I then with whom to hold converfe ? 

lb. viii; 408. 

How can I live without thee ? how forego 
Thy ftyeet converfe^ and ; love fo dearFy join'd ? 

lb. \x. 909. 
TiH oft converfe with heavenly habitants 
Begin to caft a* beam -on th' Outward fhape. 

Coniusy 459. 

S ucfr was the lweet converfe ? twixt her and y ou* 
. . . As that fhe holds "with her aflociates now. 

Waller, On the Death tf Lady Richmond. 

Pope took "advantage of the fluctuation 
of the accent in his time, and employ- 
ed the "word : Both ways : : ' 

Gen'rous converfe, a fdul exempt from pride* 

Alfo, 

Form'd by thy converfe happily to fteer, 
From grave to gay, from lively to feyere. 

6 Convex : 
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Convex : 

m 

Our prifon ftrong, this huge convex of fire 

•Outrageous to devour. 

Par. Loft % Li. 434. , 

In circuit to the uttermoft convex 

Of this great round. 

lb. vii. 266. 

Convoy > verb and fubftantive : 

Itfelf inftinft with fpirit, but convoy 9 d 
By four cherubic fhapes. 

lb. vi. 752. 

I (hoot from Heaven to give him fafe convoy. 

Comusy 8 1. 

But I am not clear that this accentua- 
tion is not peculiar to Milton, Un- 
doubtedly Shakfpeare has ufed it other- 
wife: 

— — Sifter, as the winds give benefit. 
And convoy is afliftant, do not fleep. 

Critique. So lately as when Pope wrote, 
this word was not diftinguifhed by the 
accent from critic : 

But you with pleafure own your errors paft, 
And make each day a critique on the lafL 

EJfay on Criticifm^ 1. 570, 

Alfo, 

Not that my quill to critiques was confin'd. 
*> Johnfon does not even diftinguifh thefe two words 

Z 3 by 
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by the orthography, but fpclls both critick ; which 
is furely a fault, confiSering that they are now 
pronounced, as well i& accented, differently, 

Cryfidllin : 

And that cryjialltn fphere, whofe balance weighs. 

Par. Lofty iii. 482. 
Allure thee from the cool cryftallin ftream. 

Samfon Jgoniftes, 546. 

This accentuation and orthography arc 
both peculiar to Milton. Shakfpeare 
has, 

Mount, eagle, to my palace crfflalline. 

Cjmbeline. 

Curtail: 

I that am c&rtail'd of all fair proportion. 

Shaksp. Rich. ///, 
Then why fhould we ourfelves abridge 
And curtail our own privilege ? 

HUDIBRAS, 

Difcant, verb : 

Unlefs to fpy my fhadow in the fun, 
And defcant on my own deformity, ' 

Shaksp. Rich. 1IL 
Cam'ft thou for this, vain boafter, to furvey me, 
To defcant on my ftrength, and give thy verdift ? 

Samfon Agonijles^ 1227. 

Detejiable : 

That detejiable fight him much amaz'd. 

Spens. Faery §>ueen> I. I. ftanz. 26. 

7 Ifuf- 
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I fufpedt that Shakfpeare meant to 
give the fame accent to the word in 
the following pafTage: whence it is 
taken I do not recolledtj I quote from 
Johnfon : 

— BeguilM, divorc'd, wrong'd, fpited, flain, 
Moft dinJiabU death ! 

Milton, however, has given it the mo- 
dern accentuation : 

Sight more detijlable than him and thee. 

Par* Lo/ly ii. 745, 

Dividable. The word itfelf is uncom- 
mon, and the accentuation makes it 
ftill more extraordinary ; perhaps it is 

» peculiar to this pafTage : 

How could communities maintain 

Peaceful commerce from dividable fliores. « 

Shaksp. Troilus and CreJJida. 

EdiSt. This accentuation was not un- 
common in the time of Shakfpeare, 
though the modern one was alfo ufed : 

Jf the firft man that did th* edicl infringe 

Had anfwer'd for his deed. : — 

Meafure for Measure. 

It ftands as an tdift in deftiny. 

Midf. Night's Dream. 

Z 4 Alfo, 
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W ill you then 
Spurn at his edift, and fulfil a man's ? 

Richard HI. 

Eg*ift* Whether this accentuation were 
ever common or not, I canaot fay j I 
recoiled; only this inftance-: 

■And gates of burning adamant 
Barr'd over u$ prohibit all egrefs. 

Par. Lo/l, ii. 437. 

Envy, verb : 

Thou fpeakeft thus 'gainft their felicity, 
Which thou emiejl^ rather than of right." 

Spenser, Colin Clout 9 h 678. 

By whofe endeavours they are glorifide,. 
And eke from all of whom it is envide. 

Id. Sonnet to the Earl of Northumh. 
Faith, fo much virtue fhould not be envy'd. 

Ben Jonson, Sad Shepherd. 

But the accent was even then upon the 
change : Shakfpeare has envy : 

■The devil 
And his difciples only envy. at. 

Henry VIII. 

EJay, fubftantive : 

That loft, he keeps his chamber, reads ejfays. 

B. Jonson, Epigr. xii. 
Yet modeftly he does his work furvey, 
And calls a finifh'd poem an ejjay. 

Dryden, V&fe$ to Lord Rofcommon. 

Happy 
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Happy the author, wjiofe correal ejjay 
Repairs fo well our old Horatian way. 

Roscommon, EJfay on Tran. Verfe. 
Fruitlefs our hopes, tho* pious our effays. 

Smith. 
f§> Johnfon fays, " the accent is uied oil either fyl- 
lablo." But I believe the accent here exemplified 
is now perfectly obfolgte. 

Eternized. I iofert this word here, not 
properly on account of the accent, 
which is regular, but for the fake of 
remarking the fingularity of fhorten- 
ing the /, and employing the word as 
a cjuadrifly liable. The -ed is never 
efficient, when fo fituated, in modern 
ufage : 

And well befeems all knights of noble name. 
That covet in th* immortal book of fame 
To be eternized, that fame to haunt. " 

Spenser, Faery §>ueen. 

Alfo, 

Sith then each where thou haft difpredd thy 

fame, 
I/Ove him that hath eternized your name. 

Id. Sonnet to Sir J* Norris. 

Exile, verb and fubftantive. " It feems 
anciently to have had the accent indif- 
ferently upon either fyllable." John- 
fon.— 
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fon.— I take exile to have been the 
mere ancient accentuation. It feems 
to have been upon the change in the 
days of Elizabeth : 

Far from all people's preace, as in exile, 
In wildernefle and waftfull deferts ftray'd. 

Spenser, Faery §>ueen> I. Hi. 3. 

He has ufed alfo exul: 

But as exuls out of his court he thruft. 

Colin Clout ', 894. 
That all thefe piliflant legions, whofe exile 
Hath emptied Heaven. ■ ■■ 

Par. Loft, i. 632. 
Since his exile fhe has defpis'd me moft. 

Shaksp. Two Gent. ofVer. 
Welcome is exile 7 welcome were my death. 

Shakspeare. 
& I believe that the force of analogy changed the 
fubftantive firft, and that ignorance compelled the 
verb to follow it. 25 exile was not quite obfolete 
when Dryden wrote : he has ufed that verb both 
ways. See Johnfon. 

Farewel, fubftantive : 

See how the morning opes her golden fates, 
And takes htrfirewel of the glorious fun. 

Shaksp. Hen. VL 
If chance the radiant fun with farewel fweet 
Extend his evening beam.—— 

Par. Loft) ii. 492. 

cHt 
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£/* It is not amifs that the fubftantive and the advert 
fhould thus be diftinguifhed by their proper ac- 
cents, farewel and farewel. But the modern prac- 
tice gives the latter accent- tolxrth. 

Fermint, futiftantive. Dryden has given 
this accent to it j but whether in fb 
doing he conformed to the practice of 
antiquity or not, I cannot at prefent 
decide : 

So feveral fa&ions from this firft ferment 
Work up to foam, and threat the government. 

AbfaU and A chit, i. 140. 

Future: 

But not by art or lkill of thingsy«/«r* 
Can the plain troth revealed be and told. 

Fairfax, Tajfo, xvii. ftanz. 8$. 
Beyond all paft example and future. 

Par. Lojl, x. 84C 

Gallant, fubftantive: 

The gallants quickly made the court of guard. 

Fairfax, TaJJo, ii. 60. 

The reformation of our travell'd gallants. 

Shakspeare. 

And mixing with thofe gallants at the ball, 
Dance with the ladies, and outfhine them all. 
Waller, on the §>ueen*s Pitture. 

Not the bright fhield, &c. 

Thofe Argive Peers did more engage 1 

Than fhe the gallants of our age. 

Waller. 

The 
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The accent was on the change in Dry- 
den's time : 

The gallants^\o proteft the lady's right, 
Their falchions brandifh'd at tfc grifly fpright. 

And, 

Gallants look to't, &c. 

t& The accentuation of the adjeflive gallant, in the 
fenfe of amorous^ has always depended on that of 
the fubftantive. See page 156. 

Horizon. This error is, I believe, pecu- 
liar to Shakfpeare : 

•—When the morning fun fhall raifc his car 
Above the border of this horizon. 

Import, fubftantive : 

What occafion of import 

Hath all fo long detained you from your wife ? 

Shakspeare. 
' Some bufinefs of import that triumph wears 

You feem to go with. 

Dryden and Lee's Oedipus. 

Importune, verb : 

Th$n do they cry and call to love apace, 
With prayers loud importuning the Iky. 

Spenser, Colin Clout, 880. 

And did requeft me to importune you 
To let him fpend his time no more at home. 

Shaksp. Two Gent. ofVer. 

Nor nced'ft thou much importune me to that. 

Shaksp. Two Gent. ofVer. 

There 
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There with my cries importune heaven, that all 

* 

The fentence, from thy head remov'djinay light 

On me. ■ *> r a ^ „ 

Par. Lofty *. 933. 

t!t The adje&ive importune, now obfolete, was origi- 
nally accented, like the verb, on the penultima; 
but Milton has ufed it alfo with the accent on 
the laft fyllable. See Samf. Agon* 1. 775. and 
Par. Lojiyix. 6 ro. Alfo Spenfer, Faery i^to, V. 
xi. 11. • 

* 

Impulfe. % 

« 

So without leaft impilfe or lhadow of fate. 

Par. Loft j lii. 1 20, 

■ * ■ I knew 

From intimate impulfe, and, therefore urg'd 

The 'marriage on. 

Samf. Agon. 222. 

Mean time, by Jove's impulfe, Mezentius anrfi 

Succeeded Turnus.— — 

DXYtfiftt's-Firgtl. 

When by imptilfe from heaven Tyrtaeus fung, 
In drooping foldiers a new courage fpruhg. 

Roscommon on Tran*V<erfe. 

\nii\ 




f 



We^jmay it feem, by this thy deep infigbt, 
That.oT that God th&prieft thoufhQuld>ft be. 

Spenser, Colin 'Clout, 831. 

To fetch a leech, the which had %r*&'infighf 
lh (bat idifeafe of grieved conference. 

Sirens. Faery <%ueen, I. io. Itanz. 23. 

• •■-•■ , . .- _. 

InftinEt, 



• 
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InJHn£t> fubftantive : 

And mere inftinfi of love and loyalty 
Makes them thus forward in his banishment* 

Shakspear?* 
So ftrongly drawn 
By this new felt attraction and injlinfi. 

Par. Loft> x. 263* 
* Full of divine inftin£I 9 after fbme proof " ■ 
OF a£b indeed heroic. 

Samf. Agon. ^26. 

invincible. I confefs this accentuation 
founds very harfh ; but withdtit it the 
following line has no pretenfion to 
metre :." 

That invincible Samfon, far renown'd. 
r'*. : . w * " Sam/. Agon* 341. 

& The fuppofition of a.fimilar accentuation may re- 
duce into fome form that much contefted verfe, 

Shoots inviftble virtue ev'n to the deep. 
.-, . ..Par. LoJl y X\u 586. 

Jmt it muft.be affifted by an slifion.of the laft 
fy liable of virtue* which indeed is conformable 
enough to the pradtice of Milton. £fter all, 
it muft be confefled that the ufing thefe words 
thus wai a "very bold licence: in oteher places 
he has given them the ufuai -accentuation. 

jackal: 

Clofe by, their firefliips, like jackals, appear, 
Who pn their lions for their prey attend. 
'" ' D&YOSK, Ann* Mir. ftanz. 82. 

This 
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This accentuation is adopted by John- 
fon, but it certainly is now obfolete* 

Madam. It is moft probable that this 
word, upon its firft reception, was 
thus accented according to the genius 
of the language whence it came $ but 
how long it retained it I know not. 
Spenfer has fo ufed it in the following 
line : 

Certes, Madam, you have great caufe of plaint. 

Faery J^ueen, I. 7. ftanz. 52. 

Mankind. Authors have occafionafly al- 
lowed themfelves the privilege of ac- 
centing this vfrord on the firft fylla- 
ble: 

How beauteous mankind is ! O brave new world ! 

Shaksp. ^Tempeft. 
■ T o confound tfie race 

Of mankind in oinc root, and earth with hell. 

Par. Lofty ii. 383. 

This peft of mankind gives our hero fame. ; 

Waller, on the taking of Sallee. 

Melancholy: 

There many minftrales maken melody, 
To drive away the dull melancholy. 

Spens. Faery ^ueen, I. 5. ftanz. 3. 

The latter of which lines is repeated 

in I. 12. ftanz. 38. 

Meldncbolique : 



352 M i-'s-fctt lla m*ou s • Part IV* 

MeMncbolique : 

As fearful and melancholique .as that 
the is about. -"- ' -- * 

Ben Jotfsoff, Sad Shepherd. 

^Midnight. " Milton feems to have ac- 
cented this on the laft (yllable." John- 
fon.— 'This accentuation of it is not 
peculiar to him : 

Keep word, Lyfahder : Tire muft itafve our 

fight 
From lover's food, till merrpw deep midnight. 

■ 

Midf. Night's Dream* 

For In the dreadful dead of dark midnight. 

Shaksp. Rape of Lucrece. 

Nor has Milton ufed it only in the 
paflagfe quoted in the Dictionary : 

Soon is midnight brought fcn the dufky hour. 

Par. Loft, v. 667. 

...... r ■ • ■■■■ ■..-• ' • \ 

I >rccolle& it -alfo m the ballad of Mar* 
garefs Ghoji : 

tVhen&tf was wrapp'd in dark midnight, 
And. all were faft afleep, &c. 

MtfcbkvQlis* This is jhe accentuation 
of Spenfer and. Cowley: Milton .and 

Dryden 
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Dryden have placed the accent on the 
antepenult : 

Quoth then the Knight-— By whofe mlfchievout 

arts 
Art thou mifhaped thus, as now I fee ? 

Faery §>ueen 9 I. 2. ftanz. 34. 

In what oblique and humble creeping wife 
Does the mifchievous ferpent rife. 

On the Government of Gromwell, met. ii. 

O'bfervant, fubftantive : perhaps pecu- 
liar, both in fenfe and accentuation, 
to this paffage : * 

Harbour more craft, and more corrupter ends, 
Than twenty filky, ducking obfervants. 

Shaksp. King Lear. 

Odorous. This is a licence, and is found 
only in the following paffage ; though, 
if the etymology were confidered, it 
would.be accounted right: 

— Laft the bright confummate flower 



Spirits odorous breathes : flowers and their fruit 

Man's nourifhment. ■ ■ 

Par. Lojlj v. 482, 

tS 3 In common ufage among poets, it ftands in the 
place of a diffyllable. See Par. Lo/l, iv. 166, 248, 
&c. Waller, Battle of Summer I/Iands, I. 15. 

A a Outrdfre. 
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Outrage. Both the verb and fubftantive 
were occafionally fo accented by an- 
cient writers, but not conftantly. 

Ah heavens ! that do this hideous ad behold. 
And heavenly virgin thus outraged fee. 

Spenser. 

If in thy hope thou dar'ft do fuch outrage. 

What dar'ft thou not, when once thou art a 

King ? 

Shaksp. Rape of Lucrece. 

Perdurable and per durably. Thefe words, 
were they now in ufe, would demand 
a place in page 190, among thofe few 
which throw the accent back to the 
fourth fyllable from the end, though 
the derivation demands it otherwife : 

O perdurable fhame, let's ftab ourfelves. 

Shakspeare. 



•The vig'rous fweat 



Doth lend the lively fprings their perdurablehezt. 

Drayton. 

Why would he for the momentary trick 

Be perdurably fin'd I 

Meafure for Me a fur e. 

"Perfume j both verb and fubftantive : 

Than in the pirfum'd chambers of the great. 

2 Henry IV* A& iii. 

Three 
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Three April perfumes in three hot Junes burn'd. 

Shaksp. Sonnet 104. 

And in feme perfumes there is more delight. 

Ih. 130. 

But in the following paffage we find 
the accent of the verb placed as it now 
is ufed: 

The canker blooms have full as deep a dye 
As the perfumed tin£ture of the rofesf. 

Shaksp. Sonnet 54. 

And the fiibftantive is fo ufed by 
Milton 1 

— — Now gentle gales 

Fanning their odoriferous wings, difpehfe 

Native perfumes^ and whifper whence they ftole 

Thofe balmy fpoils. 

Par. Loft, iv. 1 58. 

Perflvere, or rather perf/ver, as it was 
written when fo accented : 

■ Say thou art mine, and ever 
My love, as it begins, fo fhall perfever. 

AWs Well that Ends Well, Aft iv. 

Per/ever not, but hear me, mighty Kings. 

King jfobn, A£k ii« 

But in her pride fhe doth perfever ftill. 

Spenser* 

A a 2 The 

* 
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The accent had been changed before 
the time of Milton : 

Whence heavy perfecution fhall arife 
On all who in the worfhip perfevere 
Of fpirit and- truth, ■ " 

Par. Lo/l, xii. 532. 

See alfo v. 525 ; and vii. 632. 
Precinft. This is fo accented by Milton: 

Not far off heaven, in the precintts of light. 

Par. Lo/l, iii. 88. 

Precontract. If contrast be accented on 
the laft, it may be expedted that this 
word will.be fo alfo : accordingly we 
, find it fo in the following paifage : 

He is your hufband on a precontr&ft. 

Meafurefor Meafure> Aft iv. 

Prefdge, fubftantive : 

This ill pre/age advifedly flie iriarketh. 

Shaksp. Venus and Adonis. 

And the fad augurs mock their own pre/age. 

Id. Sonnet 107. 

So alfo Waller : 

Inclin'd to whofe relief, and with pYefage 
Of better fortune for the prefent age. 

Verfes to Lord Falkland. 

t& But Milton nas accented the word (I believe in. 

rariably) 
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variably) according to the modern ufage. See 
Par. Reg. i. 394. Sam/. Agon. 1. 1387. 

Prefcript : 

Ne ftaid till that he came with fwift. defcent 
Unto the place where his prefcript did {how. 

•Spenser, Moth. Hubb. 1260. 

By his prefcript a fan&uary is fram'd. 

Par. Loft} xii. 249. 

Procefs. I fufpeft this to be the ancient 
accentuation, though moft of the au- 
thorities I have at prefent by me feem 
rather to prove the contrary : 

Cannot without procefs of fpeech be told. 

Par. Loft^ vii. 178. 

■ which might rife 

By policy and long procefs of time. 

lb. ii. 297. 

Shakfpeare has it procefs : 

Tell her the procefs of Antonio's end. 

Merch. ofVen. Aft iv. 

In brief, to fet the needlefs procefs by. 

Meafurefor Meafure^ ASt v. 

In procefs of the feafons have I feen. 

Shaksp. Sennet 104. 

|3» The old accent adhered longer to the phrafe in 
procefs of time} than to any other : in this I well 
remember to have frequently heard it called 
frocifs. 

A a 3 Procinft. 



■■ \ 
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Procintf. This word is very uncommon. 
How others have accented it I know 
not, but Milton has it thus : 

War he perceiv'd, war in procin£i, and found 

Already known what he for news had thought 

To have reported. ■■ 

Par. Lofty vi. 19* 

Produce, fubftantive. Until any other au- 
thorities can be found, this muft pafs 
for a licence of Dryden's : 

You hoard not health for your own private ufe* 
But on the public fpend the rich produce. 

ProduSl : 

To whom thus Michael— Thefe are the product 
Of thofe ill-mated marriages thou faw'ft. 

Par. Loft, xi.. 683. 

& There is a manifeft erratum in Dr. Johnfon's 
account of this word, in the fourth edition of bi& 
Dictionary. 

Projlrdte, both adjedtive and verb : 

For lofty type of honour, thro' the glance 
Of envy's dart, is down in duft proftrate. 

Spkns. VirgiVs Gnat, ftanz. 70* 

He heard the weftern lords would undermine 
His city's wall, and lay his towers proftraU. 

Fairf. TaJJb, i. ftanz. 83., 

•To her my love \ lowly do proftraU. 

$P£NS. Colin Clout, 474., 

§haki|>eai:C; 



1 
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Shakfpeare and Sidney have the word 
prdjirate. Milton has ufed it both 

ways : 

O'er fhields, and helms, and helmed heads he 

rode 
Of thrones, and mighty feraphim proflrate* 

Par. Lofl, vi. 841. 

« 

Groveling and projlrate on yon lake of fire. 

lb. i. 280. 

Purfuit : 

In purfuit of the thing fhe would have ftay. 

Shaksp. Sonnet 143. 

Record, fubftantive. This word was va- 
rioufly accented even by Spenfer : 

To thee, fmall Gnat, in lieu of his life faved, 
The fhepherd hath thy death's record engraved. 

VirgiVs Gnat, ad fin. 

Whofe learned Mufe hath writ her own record 
In golden verfe, wdrthy immortal fame. 

Verfes to Lord Buckhurjl. 

Shakfpeare has ufed it in like manner 
varioufly : 

So (bould my fame flill reft upon record. 

Rape of Lucreee* 

To find the faults whpfe fine ftands in record. 

Mcafure for Meafure. 

A a 4 Nor 
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Nor Mars's fword nor war's quick fire fhall 

burn 
The living record of your memory. 

Sonnet 55. 

Milton, in Paradife Loft, has uniform- 
ly given it the regular accent, ricord. 
But Dryden has record: 

How long they had been cheated on record. 

Religio Laid. 

Reflex, Shakfpeare : 

*Tis but the pale reflex of Cynthia's brow. 

Romeo and Juliet • 

Re/tux, Milton : 

■ ■ All from me 
Shall with a fierce reflux on me redound. 

Par. Lo/l, x. 739. 

Remidilefs : 

In which fad ./Efculapius far apart 
Imprifon'd was in chains remedilefs* 

Spens Faery Queen I. 5. ftanz. 36. 

■ 1 ^.nd afte% thoughts difturb'd, 

Submitting to what feem'd remedilefs. 

Par. Loft, \x. 919. 

fc> Dr. Johnfon has, on the authority of thefe au- 
thors, adopted this accentuation. But it is irre- 
gular ; fpr u every monofyllabic termination ad- 
ded to a word accented on the antepenult^ throws 
the accent to the fourth fyilable from the end. 9 * 
See page 187. 

Retdi[ % 
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Retail, fubftantive. Dryden has it fo : 

Then mother church did mightily prevail, 
She parcelPd out the Bible by retail. 

Religio Laid. 

'Ridicule. This was undoubtedly the old 
accentuation : I have even heard it 
ufed by perfons who adhered to the 
ancient fafhion. Johnfon has admitted 
it as now prevalent, which certainly 
it is not. Even Pope, whom he quotes, 
meant* I think, to accent the word on 
the antepenultima : 

Sacred to ridicule his whole life long, 
And the fad burthen of fome merry fong. 

I do not at prefent recoiled: any an- 
cient authority for accenting it on the 
laft. 

Seafaring : 



Such zsfeaf&ring men provide for ftorms. 

Shakspeare. 



Now with hoarfe cadence lull 



Seafaring men o'erwatch'd. 



Par. Loft y ij. 387. 

Sepulchre , fubftantive. The accent of this 
was fhifted to the antepenult before 

that 
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that of the verb. Fairfax has ufed it 
both ways : 

As if bis work fhould fhould his fepidcher be. 

Taffo 9 i. ftanz. 25. 

The facred armies, and the godly knight 

Who the great fepulcher of Chrift did free, 

I fing. ■ 

lb* ftanz, i» 



Often known 



To be the dowry of a fecond head, 
The fkull that bred them in the fipulchre. 

Shaksp. Mgrcb, ofVen. 

Sepulchre, verb : 

Go to thy lady's grave, and call her's thence ; 
Or, at the leaft, in het'sfepulcbre thine. 

Id. Two Gent, of Ver* 

That all the faults which in thy reign are made, 
May likewife beJepMcher'd in thy fhade. 

Id. Rape of Lucre ce* 

And {o fepulcher* d in fuch pomp doft lie, 
That kings for fuch a tomb would wifli to die. 

Milt. Yerfes on Shakfp. ad fin. 

But Jonfon, though contemporary with 
Shakfpeare, has given the modern ac-» 
cent: 

- — - 1 am glad to fee that time furvive, 
When merit is not Jepukber'd alive. 



Sojourn* 
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Sojourn, verb and fubftantive : 

My heart with her but as gueft-wifeyfyilroV, 
And now to Helen it is home return'd. 

Mid/. Night's Dream. 

But Shafcfpeare ufually accents the 
verb on the firft, as it now is; and 
Donne has done the fame : 

Here dwells he, tho* hejojourn ev'ry where. 

Milton accents the fubftantive both 
ways : 

Efcap'd the Stygian pool, tho' long detain'd 
In that obfcure fojoHra* ' 

Par. Loft, iii. 15. 

» Scarce view'd the Galilean towns, 
And once a year Jerufalem, few days 
Short Jfyourn ; and what thence could'ft thou 
obferve ? Par. Reg. iii. 233. 

Sophia, female praenomen, now univer- 
fally pronounced with the accent on 
the penultima, making the i long, con- 
trary to the etymology. Fairfax has 
put the accent on the antepenult ; 

Sophia by Adige' flow'ry bank him bore* 
$tykia the fair, fpoufe to Bertoldo great. 

Tajfo, i. ftang. 59. 

Sublime : 
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Sublime : 

Thou haft not ear nor foul to apprehend 
Thefublime notion, and high myftery, 
That muft be utter'd to unfold the fage 
And ferious do&rine of virginity. 

Comus, 784. 

This appears to be a licence only. 
Sublunar. Milton only that I recollect : 

Now night had meafur'd with her (hadowy cone 
Half way up hill this vzftfublunar vault. 

Par. LoJi 9 iv. 776. 

Subfequent. This impropriety is peculiar, 
I believe, to Shakfpeare : 

To their fubfequent volumes there is feen. 

Troilus and Crejftda. 

SucceJJtve. This word being derived from 
Juccefs by the addition of the termina- 
tion -/W, fhould be accented on the 
penult by the fecond Exceptive Rule 
fubjoined to Rule V. of Accents ; and 
we find it in moft authors ufed ac- 
cordingly. Shakfpeare ufually accents 
it regularly ; but in the following in- 
flance he has deviated from his own 
practice : 

Are now to have no Jucceffive degrees, 

Mtajurefor Meafure* 

*3* Sue- 
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G3» Succeffbr is often irregularly pronounced 5 which 
ought to have been mentioned at page 167. 
Johnfon feems to have confidered the accent as re- 
gularly falling on the antepenult of that word. 

Sunbeam : 

Thither came Uriel, gliding through the air 
On zjunbiam^ fwift as a {hooting ftar. 

Par. Lofty iv. 556. 

Sunjhine. Shakfpeare has accented this 

word on the.firft fyllablej but the 

,more ancient accentuation of it on the 

laft was not quite obfolete even when 

Milton wrote : 

For fight no obftacle found here, nor fhade, 
But 2\1 fun/bine, as when his beams at noon 
Culminate from th' equator. 

lb. iii. 615. 

From this accentuation it naturally- 
followed, that the derivative funjhiny 
fhould be accented on the middle fyl- 
lable : 

■ - The fruitful-headed beaft amazM 
At flafhing beams of that funjhiny fhield. 

Spens. Faery <%ueen, I. 8. ftanz. 20. 

The blazing brightneffe of her beauties beame, 
And glorious light of her funjbyny face. 

Id. I. 12. ftanz. 23. 

Supportable. 
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Supportable. This very irregular accen- 
tuation has no patron but Shakfpeare : 

As great to me, as late ; and fupportabU 

To make the dear lofs, I have means muck 

weaker 
Than you may ,call to comfort you $ for I 
Have loft my daughter. — — 

Tempefl, Aft v. 

This feems to make invincible and in- 
vifible more probable. 
Supreme : 

And fat as princes whom the S&prtme King 
Exalted to fuch power. ■ 

Par. L$ft 9 i. 735, 

Our Jupreme foe in time may much remit 

His anger. ■ 

lb. ii. 210. 

Let their exhal'd unwholefome breaths make fick 
The life of purity, thefupreme fair. 

Sh aksp. Rape ofLucrecu 

Surface : 

Which of us who beholds the brightfurf&ct 
Of this ethereous mold whereon we ftand. 

Par. Lofty vi. 472. 

, I do not at prefent recoiled any other 
authority. 

Survey, 
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Survfy, fubftantive : 



Merely to officiate light 



Round this opacous earth, this pun&ual fpot, 

One day and night ; in all their va&furvey 

Ufelefs befides. ■ 

Par. Lo/iy viii. 22, . 

Under his proud furvey the city lies. 

Denh. Cooper* s Hill, 1. 25. 

O'erlooks the neighbours with .a wide furviy. 

Dryden, Annus Mirab. . 

f& Johnfon has adopted this accentuation as the ufual 
one 5 but I have no doubt that it is now invariably 
fpoken furvey, though I am not at prefent pre- 
pared with poetical authority to vouch for the 
aflertion, 

Therefore. The diffyllabic adverbs com- 
pounded of there and fome other mo- 
nofyllable, are all regular except there- 
fore *. But it was anciently accented 
indifferently on either fyllable ; 

* Therefore ought to have been inferted in p. 165. 
It is to be hoped that the Public will excufe a few 
fuch omiffions in a work which comprifes fo much. 
It fhould be obferved, that compounded words are 
not meant to be included under Exceptive Rule I. 
to Ride IV. of Accents ; only derivatives, made by 
the addition of a termination feparately infignificant. 

To 
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To thee, therefore^ right noble lord, I fend 
This prefent of my pains, it to defend* 

Spens. Verfes to the Earl of Northumb. 

Receive it, lord, therefore, as it was meant. 

Id. Verfes to the Earl of Cumberland. 
Falftaff is dead, 



And we muft yearn therefore. 



Shaksp. Henry V. 

Therefore to our beft mercy give yourfelves. 

Id. Henry IV. 

TravJrJe, verb and prepofition : 

Darts his experienc'd eye, and foon traverfe 
The whole battalion views their order due. 

Par. Lofl, i. 577. 

Nearer her drew, and many a walk traversed 
Of ftatelieft covert, cedar, pine, or palm. 

lb. ix. 434. 

Trejpdfs : 

Bidding his beads all day for his trefpafs. 

Spens. Faery t%ueen y I. 1. ftanz. 30. 

triform : 

— — Still renewing thro* 'mid heaven, 
With borrow'd light, her countenance triform. 

Par. LoJl y iii. .730. 

^Triumph, verb. In the time of Shak- 
fpeare this was accented indifferently 
on either fyllable, and this licence ap- 
pears to have con f: ~ued till Dryden 

wrote. 
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wrote : more anciently it was, I be- 
lieve, always accented on the laft, and 
now it is as iiivariably accented on the 
firft: 

In grfeat commanders, grace and majefty 
You might behold triumphing in their faces. 

Shaksp. Rape of Lucrece, 

How ill befeeming is it in thy fex 
To triumph like an Amazonian trull ! 

Shakspeare. 

The whiles thou doft triumph in their decay. 

Spensjer, hymn to Love, 137., 

While now triumphs* and in th* excefs of joy 
Sole reigning holds the tyranny of heaven- 

Par. Loft, I. 123. 

'Till love triumphing o'er the vi&or's pride. 

Waller, on his Majejifs Efcape. 

Your minds relief, where reafon triumphs fo. 
Id. Verfes to Lord Northumberland. 

Let others ftill triumph, and gain their caufe. 

Dryden, Epiftle Third. 

Uncouth. 

All cleane difmay'd to fee fo uncouth fight. 

Spenser, Faery §>ueen, I. i. 50. 

I am furprized with an Uncouth fear. 

Shakspeare. 

Bound on a voyage Uncouth and obfcure. 

Par. Loft, vii. 230. 

B b Upright: 
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Upright : 

But walks upright with comely fledfaft pace. 

Spenser, Moth. Hubberdy 728, 

Forthwith upright he rears from off the pool 

His mighty ftature* 

Par. Loftj i. 221. 

So alfo uprightnefs : 

So the fair tree, which ftill preferves ' 

Her fruit and ftate while no wind blows, 
In ftorms from that uprightnefs fwerves. 

Waller to Chloris. 

& Concerning this word Johnfon has the following 
remark : " This word, with its derivatives, is, 
in profe, accented on the firft fyllable ; but in 
poetry feems to be accented indifferently on the 
firft or fecond."— It certainly was accented indif- 
ferently in the time of Milton ; but I believe it 
would hardly be allowed to a poet now to ufe it 
with the accent on the laft. 

TJproar, 

Others with vaft Typhoean rage more fell 
Rend up both rocks and hills, and ride the air 
In whirlwinds : hell fcarce holds the wild uproar. 

Par. Lofty ii. 539. 

Confufion heard his voice, and wild uproar 
Stood rul'd. lb. iii. 71O. 

Horror thus prevail'd 
And wild uproar! ah, who at length will end 
This long pernicious fray ? 

Philips. 

" This 
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-$$> " This word like wife k accented oh the firft fr- 
iable in profe ; in verfe, indifferently on either." 
Johnfon. — This latitude is, I think, &11 -allowed, 
with relpe£t to this word* . 

Vindicative. This ftio^ld be accented 
on the firft fy liable, by Observation I. 
page 1873 but Shak fpeare_has.it other- 
wife : 

———He, in heat <*f action 
Is more vindicative than jealous love. 

Volubil. Milton fpells this word ixfobil, 
when he accents it thus ; and voluble 
when he accents it regularly. 

W hether the prime orb, 
Incredible how fwift, had thither rolPd 
Diurnal, or this lefs volubil earth 
By fhorter flight to th' eaft, had left him there. 

Par. Loft, iv. 592, 

The voluble and bold, now hid, now feen. 

lb. ix. 436. 

Warlike : 

Ta their night watches in warlike parade. 

Par. Lojly iv. 780. 



SUCH are the obfervations which 
my memorandums afford, concerning the 
differences between ancient and modern 

B b 2 accen- 



372 Miscellaneous. Part IV. 

accentuation. The collection will foon be 
perceived to be very imperfedt ; but it is, 
as far as I know, the firft of the kind 
that has been attempted: and imperfec- 
tion is fometimes thought excufeable in 
the beginnings of fuch undertakings as 
are difficult as well as ufeful. — If fur- 
ther attention to the fubjeft fhould ena- 
ble me Hereafter to complete the plan, 
the public, fhould they wifh to have it, 
may expedt to be gratified. 
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ADDENDA. 



ON a careful infpe<5tion of a part of 
the foregoing fheets, it was di {co- 
vered that fome things had been omitted 
in the Lifts of reprefentatives of the 
vowels. 

To the Reprefentatives of Ajhort, p. 12, 

Add A 1 in plaid, raillery, &c. 
au in Jaufage. 

To thofe of open a, ibid. 
Add A 1 in plaifier. 

To thofe of broad a, 
Add ew in chew. 

To the Reprefentatives of the long e, 

page 22, 

Add ay in quay, and fometimes^zy. 
1 A in ratafia. 

To thofe of floor t e, page 23, 

Add A 1 in /aid. 

oe in ajfa-ftetida. 

B b 3 To 
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To the Reprefentatiyes oilong r, page 29. 
Add 1 A, ufually, in diamond. 

To thofe of Jhort 1, ibid, 

Add u in bujy> lettuce. 
ei in counterfeit. 



We may alfo add the following Synop- 
fis of the Chapter on Diphthongs : 

I. Combinations of vowels producing 

founds peculiar to themfelves. 

1. Aye. 2. oi and oy. 3. 00. 4. ou 

and otso. 

II. Combinations, the founds of which 
cannot be fubje&ed to rule, or which 
are not properly of the nature of 
diphthongs. 

1. Ao. 2. eo. 3. eou. 4. ia. 5. to. 6. iou. 
7. oei. 8. oeu. 9. u*. 10. ue. 11. ui. 
12. uy. 

III. Diphthongs regularly founding 

like a. 

Long a, ai and #y« 
Broad a, au and tfw. 

IV. Diph- 



\ 
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IV. Diphthongs regularly founding 

like e. 

Long e, i. Ae. 2. ea. 3. ee. 4. ei. 

5. te. 6. oe. + 

Short e, ey. 

V. Diphthongs, &c. regularly founded 

like 1, o, and u. 

Long 1, eye. 
Long o, eau, o&. 
Long u, eu 9 ew, teu. 
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I. 



A 



A. 

BASp p 
abbey 
abbreviate 
abhor, note, 
abide 
able 
abode 
aborigines 
above 
abroad 
abfolve 
abftrufe 
abufe 
accomplice 
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123 
64 

4* 

22 

25 
112 

3° 
19, 20 

3* 
70 

125 

37» **3 
124 

33 



accompli (h it 
accompt 34, 112, 

116 
account 34, 113 
accoutre 78 

accrue 18, 39, 86 



accumb 
ach 

aches, note, 
achieve 
acme 



89 

t. 

66 
14 



acre 120 

actual, jw/i, 65 ; 86 
actuate 85, 130 
adagio 
adamantean 
added 



adequate 

ad he fi on 

adieu 

admitted 

ado 

advance 

advantage 

advowfon 

aegilops 

aerial 



38 



4 
56 

»9 

86 

128 

68 

19 
3* 

4 

4, 10 

125 

48 

ib. 



aethiops mineral ib 



afFraid 

affront 

after 

again 

againft 

age 

aghaft 

Agoniftes 

agouti 

aguifh 

ah 



S3 

.3 2 

4 

« 

3 

107 

19 

78 

87 
109 



aha 

aid 

ail 

aile 

aim 

alabafter 

alas 

albeit 

alder 

alderman 

Alexander 

algebraic 

alkermes 

all 

allay 

alley 

alloy 

almanac 

almighty 

almond 

alms 

alofc 

altar 

alter 

annfled 

ambergris 

ambrofia 

ambs-ace 



4 

12 

ib. 

£ 

7 
8 

ib. 

4 

5° 
20 

7>5* 

83 

8 

7 
4» »i 

ib. ib. 

30 

8 

f*. 

98 

28 

128 

89 
amea 
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amen 

ames-ace 

among 

amour 

amphifbaena 



p. 4 
89 

3 2 
4* 



anacephalaeofis ib. 

anarch 96 
anchor g6, 114 

anchoret 96 

anchovy 115 
ancient 66, 1,15 

ancle 114 

angel 115 

anger 101 

angle 114 

anguifh 85 

anile 123 
anfwer 4, 136 

*nt 4 

antipathy 133 

antipodes 19 

antiquate 86 

antique 28 

Antoeci 71 

anxiety 136 

anxious 137 

a*y 23 

aorifta 5 1 

aorta ib. 

apathy 135 

aphaerefis 48 

aphelion 117 
apophthegm 105., 

116 

apeftacy 123 

apoftrophe 14 

appal 8 

approve 3 1 

apron 120 

aquavitae 48 
atachnoides 19 

archangel 96 

archbilhop *£. 

Archelaus 52 
areher * 96 



archery 

architect 

archives 

argofy 

arrack 

arraign 

arfemc 

Artaxerxes 

allies 

afide 

afk 

afkaunt 

afp 

afs 

atia-foetida 

aflault 

affign 

aflignation 

affuage 

afunder 

afylum 

atheift 

Athens 

athirit 

athwart 

Atlas 

attempt 

attorney 

avaunt 

avoirdupois 

aught 

auger 

aunt 

authentic 



96 
ib. 

ib. 

123 
92 

104 

19 

137 

l 9 
124 

4* hi 

5 2 

4 
ib. 

73 
5 1 

"2 

8 S 
**4 

! 33 
ft 

i*. 

ib. 
121 
116 

32 
52 

75 

S 1 
101 

n>> S 2 
133 

author 7, 51, 133 
authority 133 

award 9, 34 

awe '3>5 2 

awkward 52, 136 

awry 135 

aye S 4 

azure 139 
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bad 

badge 

bagnio 

bald 

baldrick 

balk 

balm 

balfam 

bandbox 

banquet 

bar, 16; 

bare 

barley 

barrack 

bafe 

bafhaw 

baflc 

bafket 

bafon 

bailard 

bath 

bathe, note, 

battailoup 

bawble 

bawd 

bawl 

be 

beak * 

bear 

beard 

beatify 

beau 

beauteous 1 

beauty 

beaux 

becafico 

beckoning 

bed 

bedflead 

Beelzebub, 

beer 

begin 

belch 

believe 

bell 



3 

99 
105 

8 

ib. 

8, in 

4* "i 

8 

99 

"4 

note 22 

16, 120 

1*3 

5* 

123 

4 
4, 18 

it. } a. 

49 

tb. 
I3» 5* 

»4 
no 

54, 120 

*/ 
to* 

34» 57 
29, 131 

3«»57 

»37 
z% 

34 

»4 

54 
note, 58 

120 

102 

95 

H 
belle 
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belle 

below 

bench 

beneath 

benign 

benignant 

benignity 

benifon 

befeera 

befet 

befide 

beftead 



18 
82 

95 
132 

104 

ib. 

ib. 

123 

122 
ib. 
ib. 

54 



be&ial 129, 131 

be, flow 82 

bewray 135 

bias 65* 122 

bid 25 

b liftings 66 

bilk 1 1 1 
billet-doux 78, 134, 

bird, note, 22 ; 26 

bifcuit 87 

blanch 4 

blafpheme ib. 

blaft ib. 

bled 57 

bleed 23, 57 

bleffed 9$ 

blocke 91 

blood 39, 76 

blow - 82 

blue 18, 86 

boat 34 

boggy 103 

boil 29, 74 

bomb 32 

bombard ib. 

bombafin 28 

bom baft 4 

book 76 

booth 132 

borage 32 

Boreas 1 2 1 

borough 32 
6 



borrow 

bouge 

bought 

bourgeon 

bourn 

boufe 

bow 

bowl 

box 

boy 

brain 

branch 

brafil 

brafs 

bravado 

brawn 

bread 

break 

break faft 

breaft 



8 



9 



*3>77 

79 

77 

78 
82 

34« * 2 
136 

74»**3 
12 

4>95 
28 

it 

S 2 

54 
54, in 

54 
ib, 

breath 18,23,54 

breathe 18, 131 

breech 58 

breeches ib. 

brethren 133 

brew 62 

bridge 99 

brief 23, 66 

briefs 122 

brier 66 

bringeft 115 

bring-g 103 

broad 13, 70 

brogue 86 

broil 74 

bronchocele 14 

broth 13, 31 

brother 32 

brow 82 

bruife 87 

bruit ib. 

build 29, 87 

bull 37 

bullet ib. 

bullion ib. 



bullock 

bully 

bulwark 

bundle 

buoy 

bureau 

burgh 

burgher 

burgherfhip 

burial 

burlefque 

burnt 

burften 

burthen 

bury 

bufh 

bufhel 

buttle 

bu fy 

but 

butcher 

buttock 

buy 

bwoy, note, 

C. 

Cachexy 

Caefar 

caldron 

calendar 

calf 

calf's head 

calk 

calm 

calve 

camaieu 

cameleon 

cameo 

Candlemas 

candleftick 

canoe 

cantata 

cantharides 

caparifon x 



9* 

37 

3* 
112 

3* 

106 

ib. 
ib. 

37 
118 

97 

134 

133 

2 4»37 

37 
ib. 

'34 
37 

35 
3« 

9* 

88 

83 



96 

22, 4S 

8 

no 
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